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Chapter 92: Entertainment in the Late 1960s 
 
The diaries recorded some details of family and other birthdays 
that occurred during this time although the information is 
somewhat sporadic as grandad did not systematically record every 
birthday. Mum did sometimes make notes of birthdays but her 
diary entries fade out over this period.1 In terms of our birthdays2, 
grandad mostly focused on what they gave us as presents. For 
example, in 1965, he noted that they had bought Tricia a bedspread 
for her birthday. In June 1965, grandma bought Alan a croquet set 
for his birthday.3 That year, grandma and grandad bought me a 
watch for my fifth birthday.4  
 
In 1966, grandma and grandad gave us a joint present, a slide that 
grandad had made.5  

 
 
 
 

 
1 See Chapter 87.  
2 During this period, Tricia celebrated her seventh to eleventh birthdays, I celebrated my fifth to ninth, Alan celebrated his third to seventh 
and Liz celebrated her first four.  
3 Grandad noted that it cost 29/6.  
4 Grandad noted that grandma took me into Norwich on 1 June 1965 and bought the watch which cost £3. Grandma and grandad bought a 
watch for each of us when we turned five. They bought one for Tricia in April 1963 , see Chapter 81, for Alan in May 1967 and for Liz in 
March 1970, see Chapter 106. Tricia’s watch cost £3 9 0 (although grandad referred to it being £2 16 0 net), Alan’s £3 5 0 and Liz’s £3 13 0. 
I assume the reason they bought us watches aged five was because of the importance of watches and clocks to grandad and because we 
were probably beginning to tell the time at that age. This was before digital watches became available in the 1970s. Grandad, perhaps 
surprisingly, did not note the types of watches he bought us although I have a vague recollection that mine might have been made by 
Timex. Grandad did note that they bought Tricia’s watch in Ripley. Grandma bought watches for the other three of us in Norwich. Grandad 
noted that Liz’s watch was bought from Tilletts. Established in 1908, this jewellers is still in operation at 17 St Giles Street.  
5 Around the same time, grandad made a slide for the church playgroup – see Chapter 90. The only record I can find of grandad making a 
seesaw was in April/May 1967 for mum’s friend Eileen and there is also a reference to making a “trestle” for her children. Perhaps this was 
the seesaw in the picture and we were just trying it out. While I recall grandad making things for us when we were kids, particularly go-
cart-type structures, I do not specifically recall a slide or a seesaw.  

 

 
 

Top right - in 1965, grandma and grandad bought me a watch for my birthday and I vaguely recollect that 
it might have been a Timex and might have looked something like this. However, I bought this watch 
recently and suspect it is later, perhaps 1980s. It says “assembled in Philippines” on the back and this dates 
it to after 1979. 
Above left – Alan and me on a slide grandad made in the garden of 148 Middletons Lane. 
Above right – Liz, Tricia, me and Alan in grandma and grandad’s back garden. Tricia and I are on a seesaw. 
Alan appears to be on a “slide” that is very similar in design to the seesaw we are on. 

https://drewfamily.uk/87-diary-improvisation/
https://drewfamily.uk/81-entertainment-in-the-early-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/106-entertainment-in-the-early-1970s/
https://uk.pcmag.com/migrated-99802-smartwatches/34712/the-digital-watch-a-brief-history
https://www.timex.co.uk/
https://tilletts.co.uk/
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In 1967, Tricia got a bike for her ninth birthday. It 
was secondhand, cost £6 10 0, and grandma and 
grandad gave £2 towards it.6 In 1968, Tricia was 
ten and, on her birthday, grandma and grandad 
gave her £2 towards a transistor radio.7 
 
Grandad also noted our birthday parties. For 
example, in 1965, Tricia had a party on her 
birthday. Grandma went to it as did Ron and 
Betty Douglas.8 Sometimes, our birthday parties 
were not on the day itself. My fifth birthday party 
was on Saturday 5 June 1965.9 However, I don’t 
know why particular days were selected for birthday parties. For example, Alan’s party that year was 
held on Wednesday 16 June.10 Perhaps, it was not acceptable to hold a party on a Sunday?11 In May 
1966, grandad noted that Tricia was eight and that her party was held on the Wednesday after her 
birthday.12 Mum noted that, in 1966, both Alan and I had parties on our birthdays.13  

 
For some reason, Alan and I had a joint 
birthday party in February 1968 as we had 
not had a party in June 1967.14 It was held 
at Hellesdon Community Centre and 
grandma baked buns for it. On Liz’s 
birthday, in 1968, grandad noted that she 
had a small party.15 Tricia’s birthday party 
in 1968 was held at Hellesdon Community 
Centre.16 In 1969, Liz’s birthday fell on a 
Sunday and her party was held on 
Monday 24 March.17 That year, on 
Saturday 14 June 1969, dad took Alan and 
two friends to a circus in Yarmouth.18 
While grandad did not say explicitly that 
this was for Alan’s birthday, I assume it 
was. 
 

 
6 Tricia’s birthday was on a Monday that year. It seems she got her bike at least one day early as, on the 14th, she rode it to grandma and 
grandad’s with dad walking beside her.  
7 The transistor was invented in 1947 and the first radio using transistors was developed in 1954. Transistor radios became widely 
available in the 1960s and 1970s and allowed radios to become small and portable. While transistor radios are still common as car radios, 
they have largely been superseded by digital devices. I confess I don’t know what make or model the radio was but I imagine it being small 
and portable. The photo is of a pocket radio I bought recently. I have not found much detail about the radio.  
8 Grandad noted that Ron and Betty left Caroline at ours for some time while they went into Norwich.  
9 Grandma and Caroline Douglas came. Ron took them and picked Caroline up around 5.20pm.  
10 Grandad noted that mum picked up grandma and Minnie to take them to Alan’s birthday party and Ron Douglas brought them back.  
11 But, in 1968, Tricia’s birthday party was held on the 18th, a Saturday instead of Wednesday the 15th.  
12 This was the 18th which means that her birthday fell on a Sunday that year. Grandad noted that grandma and Auntie Bertha went to help 
with the party. However, mum noted Tricia’s party as happening on Thursday 19 May.  
13 My birthday fell on a Saturday that year and Alan’s on a Monday.  
14 I don’t know why. Presumably, this relates to mum’s ill-health at the time, see Chapter 88.  
15 Her birthday was on a Friday that year. Grandma came to the party even though she was not feeling well.  
16 Grandma and Eva went, dad picked them up. 
17 I don’t know why it was held on a Monday and not a Saturday or a Wednesday nor why it was not held on Monday 17th. Grandma went 
to the party after completing her duty at the hospital canteen in Norwich.  
18 I don’t know for certain that it was at the Hippodrome but it could have been. In her book(let) “I Remember” (p11), Edith Searson 
recalled a trip to the Hippodrome in Yarmouth before the first world war. She thought it had been a circus type of programme but she 
most remembered the centre being cleared and filled with water and the return train journey home.  

 Dixi 235 pocket transistor radio circa 1960s 

 

Postcard of Hippodrome circus in Yarmouth – circa 1906 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transistor_radio
https://www.radiomuseum.org/r/unknown_dixi_235.html#images
https://drewfamily.uk/88-health-matters/
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Grandad also sometimes noted other people’s birthdays, particularly if they were staying with them 
at the time. This included Amy on 8 August, Eva on 20 September19 and Tom on 25 October.20 In 
September 1969, grandad noted that he and grandma bought Irene Bell a one-flower holder for her 
45th birthday. In 1969, it was mum’s 35th birthday and grandad noted that they gave her £5. He also 
sometimes noted his and grandma’s birthdays21 including how many cards had been received.22  He 
also sometimes noted when people phoned him on his birthday, for example, Tom and Amy in 1968.23 
Mum also occasionally noted other people’s birthdays. For example, in June 1966, she noted taking 
Janet Blyth to Yarmouth for a show for her birthday.  
 
Grandad noted that Caroline Douglas had a party on her birthday on 13 March 1968. Grandma helped 
Mrs Douglas with the shopping for this the previous day and also with organising it on the day. The 
four of us all attended. While grandma and grandad did not really have parties for their birthdays, we 
did sometimes go there for tea on their birthday, such as on 8 May 1965, grandma’s birthday.24  

 
Both mum and grandad noted a number of other parties during this period. For example, in January 
1965, mum noted going to a party at Miss Walker’s. In March 1965, I went to Kevin Frost’s party. In 
December 1965, Tricia and I went to a party at the Norwich Union and, in 1966, Tricia, Alan and I went 

 
19 In 1965 when she turned 70.  
20 From 1965 to 1969, when he turned 71-75 respectively.  
21 Grandad’s birthday was on 1 December  and grandma’s on 8 May.  
22 I have a sense that grandad might have had a competitive view of this in relation to him and Tom Wilson. For example, in 1965, he noted 
that Tom received nine cards on his birthday but, that on his, grandad received 12 and presents. Similarly, in 1966, grandad noted that 
Tom received ten cards but that he received 13 cards plus presents and, in 1967, Tom received nine cards while grandad received 14 plus 
presents. In 1968, grandad did not note how many cards Tom received although he noted that he himself received 14. In 1969, Tom 
received ten cards and grandad 13. In any competition on number of cards, grandma would have won (although I am not sure she was 
competitive in that sense!) For example, in 1966, grandad noted that she received 21 cards and five letters, in 1967, she received 23 cards 
and ten letters and, in 1968, she received 27 cards and nine letters.  
23 Grandad noted that Amy wished him many happy returns. I confess I had never really thought about the meaning of the phrase but 
apparently it was first used in 1779 in relation to the New Year and referred to hoping that the person would see many more New Years 
(or birthdays).  
24 This was a Saturday so was not our usual day for going for tea. 
25 See here.  

My recollections 
 
I have quite a lot of memories of birthday 
parties as a child but I think most of them were 
parties I was invited to and my own parties do 
not stand out particularly clearly. I remember 
there being games and food. I think they were 
mostly held at people’s homes but I do not 
recall clearly. 
 
At some point, the way we celebrated birthdays 
changed so instead of having a party, we were 
allowed to take a smaller number of friends out 
somewhere, e.g. as Alan did in 1969 to the 
circus. While I do recall going to the circus as a 
child, I am not sure if I ever did this for my 
birthday but it would not surprise me if I did. 
The first, and only, time I recall going out for 
some kind of “treat” for a birthday was I think 

for the film “Zulu”.25 However, this film came 

out in 1964 and I am sure that any such birthday 
trip would have been much later so perhaps I 
am mistaken.   

 

Michael Caine in the 1964 film “Zulu” 

Image licenced for re-use from Alamy  

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/many-happy-returns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zulu_(1964_film)
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to the same Norwich Union party. In January 1966, Tricia went to a party on one day26 and I went on 
another. In March 1966, Tricia, Alan and I went to Nicky’s27 party in the afternoon. In October 1968, 
grandad noted that mum held a Halloween party for children.28 In March 1969, dad took Tricia to a 
friend’s birthday party and she went to another party in April 1969.29  
 
One of the main times of year for celebrations, 
parties etc. was Christmas and the Christmases of 
this period are probably the ones that have formed 
most of my childhood memories of that season.30 
Grandad sometimes noted presents that they had 
got for us31 and also sometimes presents he or 
grandma had received.32 Auntie Dolly mostly spent 
the Christmas period with grandma and grandad33 
but she was unable to come in 1967 as she had 
shingles.34 On Christmas Day itself, she and 
grandma would go to a church service in the 
morning and they would then come to us from 
lunch-time until late. Usually, we would go to 
grandma’s and grandad’s on Boxing Day.35 
Grandad also noted other visitors who called at or 
around Christmas.36 I vaguely recall going to see 
Father Christmas in the run up to Christmas37 but I 
don’t think it was a particularly big deal for us. 
Similarly, Christmas parties, apart from those with 
family members over Christmas itself, were not a 
particularly prominent part of our childhood.38 In 
the run up to Christmas, I recall more emphasis 
being placed on buying presents, preparing food 
and decorating the tree and the house. On 23 
December 1969, grandad came to ours to see to 
the lamps on the Christmas tree. He brought a 

 
26 I am not sure whose party it was! 
27 I am not sure who this was.  
28 As mentioned in Chapter 90, this surprises me a bit. I do not recall celebrating Halloween as a child and I had always thought that mum 
was a bit anti-Halloween.  
29 It seems pretty clear that grandad, by no means, noted all the parties we went too. Rather, he noted those that he was aware of and, in 
particular, those that affected him in some way. For example, he noted, in September 1969, that Tricia had gone to a party which meant 
she did not come to theirs for tea with the rest of the family.  
30 See recollections in Chapter 81.  
31 He did this indirectly, in January 1965, by saying he had made Alan a box to keep his plastic building set in. Perhaps this was some form of 
Lego? He noted that they had bought it him for Christmas, presumably in 1964. In 1967, grandad noted that they had given a climbing frame 
for all of us. In January 1968, grandad noted that they had given mum and dad £30 as a Christmas present (presumably for 1967) to pay for 
a new WC being put in by the firm who had put in central heating before Christmas.  
32 For example, in 1967, he noted that we had bought him a road map (3 miles to 1 inch) and that it was a later edition of the one mum had 
got him in 1955. He also noted that the price was 21/-. In 1968, he noted that Ron had bought him a ratchet screwdriver. In April 1969, 
grandad noted that grandma went to Jarrolds (see Chapter 93) to change the Christmas present Ron had bought her, although he did not 
say what that had been. She got a water jug and cream jug with a silver finish and had to pay an additional 13/7.   
33 From memory, I had thought there were others there for Christmas too, such as Jim and Renie and Tom and Amy but it seems I may be 
mis-remembering as they do not appear to have been with grandma and grandad for Christmas at least up until 1969. However, it seems 
my memory may not be completely wrong as grandad notes that Tom and Amy did spend Christmas with us in 1971.  
34 See Chapter 88. 
35 In 1968, Rev Michael Parker came too. Mr and Mrs Hodgson should have come but they could not as she was ill. 
36 For example, Reg and Robin Edwards called in on 27 December 1965. 
37 In 1966, mum noted that we went to see Father Christmas on 21 December. 
38 Although I suspect there were such parties at Sunday School and we appear to have gone to a children’s Christmas party at the Norwich 
Union in at least some years. There were clearly some Christmas parties going on. On 4 December 1969, grandad noted that there were 
only five at the ladies’ meeting. While grandad considered the bad weather to be a factor, he also thought that Christmas parties had 
played a part. 

 

 

Christmas 1968 – top – Alan, grandad, dad, Liz, 
grandma, Tricia  above – Liz, grandma, Tricia, 
Auntie Dolly, me, Alan 

https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
https://4cd07a1b-bf90-4e78-9e14-e65f52525fc6.filesusr.com/ugd/21b489_b749851740bc411d99b1ed030b88fb77.pdf?index=true
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lego
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lego
https://www.tooled-up.com/ratchet-screwdrivers/cat/1000890/
https://drewfamily.uk/88-health-matters/
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gadget he had made, which I presume was to test bulbs. He found that some lamps  had gone. He left 
it “OK” so presumably he changed the faulty bulbs. I recall that there were often issues with those 
strings of Christmas tree lights. Often they were tangled and/or they did not work at first. The problem 
was that if one bulb was not working all the lights failed to work. The first step was to check that all 
the bulbs were in tightly. If that did not work then you had to find the faulty bulb(s) which was not an 
easy task, hence grandad’s gadget. In 1969, as well as going to grandma and grandad’s for dinner and 
tea on Boxing Day, we went for tea on Sunday the 28th. But, grandad noted that dad went home in the 
car before tea.39 This meant that Ron had to run us home in Joy’s car after tea. I am not sure how 
much we saw of grandma and grandad Drew over Christmas. I don’t recall this being a prominent part 
of our Christmases. But, in 1969, we did go to Kirkby for the day on December 29.    
 

 
 
 
 
One of my abiding childhood memories is of going to grandma and grandad’s for tea on a Sunday 
afternoon. This started from when they moved into their bungalow in Drayton in 196440 and continued 
throughout this period. Though there might be times when one or more of us could not be there, we 
did go there as a rule more often than not. This is not to say that we did not go to theirs at other times. 
We did including for other meals, e.g. at midday.41  Sometimes, grandma especially had meals at ours 

 
39 I don’t know why this would have been the case and, if grandad knew, he did not explain. I assume there must have been some form of 
disagreement or row. It seems odd that dad would have gone and taken the car leaving all of us behind especially as he could have walked 
home from grandma and grandad’s. Perhaps there was something he had to do. I do recall there being a lot of family arguments and 
disagreements over Christmas, particularly in later years.  
40 See Chapter 76.  
41 For mum and grandad, they had always referred to “dinner” and “tea” in relation to midday and evening meals. However, this changed 
somewhat prior to and after this period in that they started sometimes referring to the midday meal as “lunch” but this was not 
completely consistent as they also sometimes still referred to midday meal as “dinner” during this period. The earliest reference I can find 
to “lunch” is in October 1961 when mum referred to the ladies from Trinity coming for a cup of tea “at lunch time”. In August 1965, on a 
trip to Walcott, grandad referred to staying on the beach “after lunch” because the weather had turned cloudier. That same month, when 
they went to Ilkeston for Cyril and Minnie’s golden wedding, he referred to having "lunch” on a boat. In April 1966, when in Scotland, he 

Boxing Day 1968 in grandma and grandad’s back garden. According to grandad’s diary, there was snow on 
the ground with snow showers all day. The picture shows Tricia, Liz, Caroline, dad, Alan and me 

https://drewfamily.uk/76-moving-to-norwich/
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often when she had come to babysit.42 Sometimes, when the weather was nice, we children and 
grandma would sit outside to eat our tea but grandad, mum and dad did not.43 While we often went 
to grandma and grandad’s as a family, we also sometimes went there individually.44  
 
Other people visited grandma and grandad including for meals. This included George and Meddy 
Bailey, who grandma and grandad knew from Kirkby and who had moved to Overstrand.45  People 
who lived locally in Drayton also came round, including for meals. These people included Mr and Mrs 
Hodgson, Betty and Caroline Douglas and Miss Cooke.46 Occasionally, people came with us when we 
went for tea at grandma and grandad’s. These included Rev M Parker and Derrick, Mary and Kathryn 
Leach. Sometimes, people came for meals at ours, such as Margaret and Arnold Clough and in May 
1965, Mary Rew stayed at ours overnight. Sometimes, grandma went for meals at other people’s 
houses including Mrs Noble and Sister G Palmer.  
 

 
 
 
 
Grandma and grandad had lots of visitors during this period and, at times, I wonder where they put 
them all, given that the bungalow only had two bedrooms. It is possible that they put up temporary 

 
referred to having “lunch” in a café. In August 1968, he referred to Ken and David Bell having forgotten their “lunch”. In October 1969, he 
referred to taking “lunch” on a trip to Blakeney Quay.  
42 One odd childhood memory I have is that grandad did not like onion so, if he was coming to our house, mum would avoid cooking 
onions for at least 24 hours beforehand! 
43 I am not surprised that this was the case for grandad and dad. Dad hated picnics and wondered why anyone would want to go and eat 
outside “where the flies lived”. I am surprised by mum as I thought she had always loved picnics. I recall arguments over this topic as a 
child and I think this might be part of the reason why subconsciously I am not that keen on picnics!  
44 For example, Tricia went there for dinner in June 1965. Sometimes, we children went there to eat but mum and dad did not, for example 
in July 1965. Sometimes, one or more of us stayed over at grandma and grandad’s. For example, I stayed there in September 1965. In 
July/August 1967, Alan and I stayed at grandma and grandad’s for a week. In October 1967, Tricia went to stay with grandma and grandad 
for the weekend while the rest of us went to a wedding in Mansfield – see Chapter 89.  
45 They came in January, March and August 1965. January, July and October 1966 and in May 1967. On at least two of these occasions, they 
came with Bill and Ethel Wilcox (or Wilcock).  
46 Some of these were related to Drayton Methodist Church – see Chapter 90. 

Tricia, me, Alan and Liz on our bikes in grandma and grandad’s back garden in June 1969 

https://drewfamily.uk/89-weddings-and-births/
https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
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beds in the living room or that some of the visitors went to stay with friends locally but these 
arrangements are not always noted by grandad.  
 
Grandma and grandad’s most frequent visitors during this period were Tom and Amy Wilson who 
came more than 25 times over this five-year period.47 As they came by car, and I think grandad and 
Tom got on well, this was an opportunity for grandma and grandad to explore places in Norfolk and 
East Anglia. Places they went together included Acle, Aldeburgh48, Aylsham, Bacton, Bawburgh49, 
Bawdeswell50, Beccles, Bedford51, Blakeney, Blakeney Quay52, Blofield53, Brandon, Brundall54, 
Bungay55, Caister, Clacton-on-Sea56, Coltishall, Costessey57, Cromer58, Debenham, Dereham59, Diss, 
Docking, Dovercourt60, Downham Market, Drayton61, Ely62, Eye, Fakenham, Felbrigg Park63, Felixstowe, 
Filby, Fritton, Gorleston64, Haddiscoe, Hadleigh56, Happisburgh, Harwich, Hemsby65, Holt, Horning66, 
Horning Ferry67, Hunstanton68, Kessingland69, King’s Lynn, Loddon, Lowestoft, Ludham, Melton 
Constable, Mildenhall, Newmarket, North Walsham, Norwich70, Ormesby, Oulton Broad71, 

 
47 I am not sure why they came so often. I think they were retired and presumably they loved Norfolk and East Anglia. Staying with 
grandma and grandad was an economical way of spending time in Norfolk. Staying with family and friends seemed to be a common way of 
holidaying then. 
48 See also footnote 64. 
49 In February 1967, there were two trips to Bawburgh. The first was on the 9th. Grandma and grandad were looking after Liz and Alan as 
mum had gone to Preston. Tom, Amy, grandad and Alan went to Bawburgh. Presumably, grandma stayed with Liz. The second was on the 
12th. Tom, Amy and grandma went.  
50 Which grandad spelled as Baudswell. They went here in September 1965 on the way back from Ely.  
51 On 21 May 1965, grandma, grandad Tom and Amy went for the day to Bedford and Elstow. They went to Auntie Dolly’s. From there, Ray 
picked them up and took them to his house and to Kenneth’s. Ken took them back to Auntie Dolly’s.  
52 They went here on 3 October 1969 and took lunch. 
53 In March and October 1967, they went to see the bungalows that Mr Bell was constructing. In August 1968, they took lunch for Ken and 
David Bell as they had forgotten it.  
54 Although grandad referred to this as Blundell. They went there on 21 June 1966 on the way to Reedham Riverside so I think it is likely he 
was referring to Brundall.  
55 On visits to Bungay, they often called to see Mrs East, for example in March and May 1965 and in October 1966.  
56 When they went to Clacton in May 1966, they visited Tom’s cousin in Great Clacton and Tom took Auntie Bertha to see her nephew in 
Hadleigh on the way back. In September 1966, they came to visit us at Butlins at the time that Alan was ill – see Chapter 88.  
57 On the trip to Costessey in March 1965, they took Caroline Douglas with them. They went there in October 1969 to visit a friend of Tom 
and Amy’s that grandad referred to as Tryness granddaughter 
58 In August 1966, when grandma, grandad, Tom and Amy went to Cromer, Auntie Dolly and Eva did not go. They went into Norwich 
instead. In January 1967, when they went to Cromer they had a puncture near Overstrand. A man stopped and helped them fit the spare. 
Tom had the puncture mended in Overstrand. 
59 In March 1965, for the trip to Dereham and Thetford, grandma did not go as she had gone with mum to a district meeting in King’s Lynn. 
When they visited Dereham in January 1966, they went to Jentique works. Tom and Amy saw a table and sideboard they liked but they 
had to write to Brays in Kirkby to order it. Jentique was a furniture making company established in 1942. It was taken over by Peter Black 
holdings in 1985 – see this book. There is still a Jentique Close in Dereham and the roads that come off it – Walnut Way and Cabinet Close 
also perhaps evoke that history of furniture-making.  
60 Described as a small seaside town now contiguous with Harwich.  
61 They went to the village hall in January 1967 and took Caroline Douglas. 
62 Grandad noted that they went via Thetford and Mildenhall and that they came back via Downham Market, Swaffham and “Baudswell” 
coming back into Drayton on the Low Road. He noted that they did 128 miles which is exactly the mileage calculated by Google. 
63 Felbrigg Hall and Park is a National Trust property near Cromer. Currently, it costs £13 for an adult to visit plus £5 to park.  
64 On 25 October 1966, it was Tom’s birthday and they were visiting Gorleston. Tom, Amy and grandma had a “midday meal” at Matthes 
but grandad did not go. I do not know why. Something similar happened in September 1967 when they visited Aldeburgh. Grandma, Tom 
and Amy went for lunch at The Lion (perhaps The White Lion) but grandad did not go. He ate his lunch in the car. He noted that lunch cost 
Tom £2 10 6. The same happened again in Gorleston on 24 October 1967, the day before Tom’s birthday. As the previous year, grandma, 
Tom and Amy went to Matthes for a meal. 
65 In August 1966, grandma, grandad, Tom, Amy, Eva and Auntie Dolly went to Hemsby twice. The second time, we all went with them, 
that is mum, dad and us four.  
66 In September 1965, they went to Horning in the evening and sat watching boats. They also went there on 28 April 1968. They tried to go 
there on 2 May but the windscreen wipers were not working properly and, when they got to St Faith’s, they stopped completely. As it was 
raining, they headed home. 
67 For example, they went there on 20 May 1965 and they took their teas. There used to be a chain ferry there but there is now a seasonal 
foot ferry. The ferry crosses the River Bure.  
68 On a trip there, in August 1968, they met up with a group who had come on an outing from Kirkby including Florrie and Arthur Booth.  
69 When they went to Kessingland, on 18 May 1965, they went to see Amos Hall who had been a police officer with Tom. 
70 On 25 October 1967, Tom and grandad went to Bridewell Museum. This is now known as Museum of Norwich at the Bridewell.   
71 This trip was on 6 August 1965. While grandad referred only to Oulton and not Oulton Broad, this related to going to Kessingland via 
Yarmouth and Oulton. In this context, I think it is more likely that grandad was referring to Oulton Broad. He did this again in 1966. 
However, there is another place called Oulton near Reepham and Aylsham but I think grandad was referring to Oulton Broad.  

https://drewfamily.uk/88-health-matters/
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Drayton,+Norwich/Thetford/RAF+Mildenhall+Visitors+Center,+Holywell+Row,+Bury+Saint+Edmunds+IP28+8WH/Ely/Downham+Market/Swaffham/Bawdeswell,+Dereham/Drayton,+Norwich/@52.5427797,0.195934,9z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m50!4m49!1m5!1m1!1s0x47d9e01812d9bda7:0x923c5d2f53bc1746!2m2!1d1.225551!2d52.674688!1m5!1m1!1s0x47d823531de632b5:0x40ea1dd0bbbea5be!2m2!1d0.751657!2d52.412856!1m5!1m1!1s0x47d838a62f3e25e1:0x46ab20db9bfc511!2m2!1d0.5032117!2d52.3627923!1m5!1m1!1s0x47d80b13a8c66535:0xd5c9b00306add425!2m2!1d0.262363!2d52.399539!1m5!1m1!1s0x47d817592a0d1f23:0x161a13634057b618!2m2!1d0.385472!2d52.606612!1m5!1m1!1s0x47d825f31b2041f9:0xda3c058bfd704b44!2m2!1d0.687481!2d52.647466!1m5!1m1!1s0x47d76303bc7356b7:0xbea05058d1037398!2m2!1d1.0290079!2d52.7460601!1m5!1m1!1s0x47d9e01812d9bda7:0x923c5d2f53bc1746!2m2!1d1.225551!2d52.674688!3e0
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/felbrigg-hall-gardens-and-estate
https://suffolk.camra.org.uk/pub/12
https://www.facebook.com/The-Horning-Foot-Ferry-439622106415188/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Horning-Foot-Ferry-439622106415188/
https://www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk/museum-of-norwich
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oulton,_Norfolk
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Overstrand72, Potter Heigham73, Reedham (including Riverside), Reedham Ferry74, Rockland Broad75, 
Sandringham, Scole, Sea Palling76, Sheringham77, Sheringham Park78, Sidestrand, South Walsham, 
Southwold79, Stalham, St Faiths80, St Olaves, Swaffham, Swanton Morley81, Taverham, Thetford59, 
Walcott82, Walsingham83, Walton-on-the-Naze, Watton, Weasenham84, Wells, Woods End85, 
Wroxham and Yarmouth.86  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
72 Whenever they went to Overstrand, they visited George and Meddy Bailey, for example in January, March, August, September and 
October 1965, in February, May, August and (twice in) October 1966, in January and September 1967, in April and August 1968 and in April 
1969. In October 1967. They tried to visit them but they were away for the week. In April 1968, grandma, Tom and Amy went to see 
George and Meddy. Grandad did not go but he did not say why. In October 1968, Tom and Amy went to see George and Meddy on their 
own. In April 1969, somewhat unusually, grandad went with Tom and Amy to see George and Meddy Bailey but grandma did not go as she 
was having some ladies round.  
73 Which, in 1969, grandad abbreviated to PH.  
74 In August 1965, they crossed the river with the ferry. The cost was three shillings for the car and 3d per person. This is a chain ferry 
which crosses the River Yare and is still operational. The cost of crossing with a car is £4.50 but I think this may include passengers. 
Pedestrians pay 50p. It is the only place to cross the River Yare by car between Norwich’s southern bypass and Yarmouth. There is a swing 
bridge at Reedham but this is a railway crossing.    
75 Rockland Broad is one of the less well-known broads.  
76 On 30 August 1966, Tom and grandad replaced a window on our caravan. There was heavy rain on the way home and Tom had some 
problems with the car engine. He had further problems with the car on the 31st when they went to Reedham.  
77 In August 1968, they went there to see the new Methodist church – see Chapter 90.  
78 A large park and garden, some two miles from Sheringham, managed by the National Trust. They paid 2/- for them and the car to go in. 
Grandad said there was not much to see. The cost now is £6.50 for parking but National Trust members park for free and there appears to 
be no charge if you visit without a car.  
79 One trip there was on 30 April 1968 and they took Caroline Douglas with them. In September 1968, when they went to Southwold, they 
tried to come back via Beccles but they could not and had to divert via Bungay as the road was closed because of flooding.  
80 This is referring to an area north of Norwich where there are at least two villages which include St Faith in the name – Horsham St Faith 
and Newton St Faith. 
81 Swanton Morley is a village in Norfolk although the entry on 24 January 1965 looks like Stanton Morley. 
82 For example, on 23 May 1965, they took their teas but sat eating them in the car watching the sea as it was raining. In July 1965, they 
went here with us – mum, Tricia, me, Alan and Liz. Grandad said it was too hot on the beach so he went to the car park and sat against a 
fence to keep out of the sun. He was able to go to the beach in the afternoon as it was cloudy. Mum lost her watch but someone found it 
and mum got their phone number. She got it back the next day. A child had found it apparently. In August 1966, grandma, grandad, Tom, 
Amy, Eva and Auntie Dolly went to Walcott. Mum and the four of us went with them.  
83 On the way back from Hunstanton on 4 August 1965, they called at George Bryans at Great Walsingham. 
84 They visited here in October 1967 and went to see Amy’s cousin and her husband. Weasenham is where Amy’s father came from. 
85 This is a place on the southern bank of a large bend in the River Yare. It is close to Bramerton and grandad sometimes refers to this as 
Bramerton Woods or Bramerton Woods End. They went there several times. On one trip in July 1969, grandad commented on seeing 
several people water skiing - “several speed boats and fellows being towed” - and grandad thought this was very interesting. 
86 In January 1966, when they visited Yarmouth, grandad noted that it was snowing over the sea. In May 1966, grandma, grandad, Tom, 
Amy and Auntie Bertha met George and Meddy Bailey and Bill and Ethel Wilcox (or Wilcock). In October, grandma went by bus to 
Yarmouth for a circuit meeting. Tom, Amy and grandad went there later and met grandma and together they went to the harbour. During 
their visit in October/November 1967, Tom and Amy made several trips here. The first was on 21 October. They took Tricia with them as 
she was staying with grandma and grandad for the weekend. The second was on 27 October when they went with mum and the four of us. 
On the way back, mum had problems with her car and had to call the AA. They also went to Yarmouth on 3 November. Grandma, Tom and 
Amy went to Yarmouth on 1 March 1968. Grandad did not go as he had a “bilious attack” – see Chapter 88. They went to Yarmouth on 12 
August 1968 and took Alan with them. They also took Alan on the 13th and 14th when they went to Hunstanton and Sheringham 
respectively. During Tom and Amy’s visit in September 1968, they went to Yarmouth twice – on the 20th and the 25th. When they went to 
Yarmouth on 16 October 1968, they took Caroline with them. They set off for Yarmouth again on the 22nd, this time with Liz. But, it was 
very foggy, so when they got to Plumstead Road, they decided to come back. In April 1969, they took Liz with them to Yarmouth.  

  

https://www.reedhamferry.co.uk/chain-ferry/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reedham_Swing_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reedham_Swing_Bridge
https://www.coolplaces.co.uk/places/uk/england/norfolk/8067-rockland-broad
https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sheringham-park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swanton_Morley
https://drewfamily.uk/88-health-matters/
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In September 1965, Tom, Amy, grandma and grandad hired a motor launch and went to Horning in 
it.87 In November 1965, they went to visit Cantley Sugar Factory.88 Amy did a lot of activities with 
grandma including going to a musical concert at church in October 1969. In August 1968, grandma, 
grandad, Tom and Amy all went to see Gwen Hart, a friend of mum’s, an artist, who had, according to 
grandad, done a very good pencil sketch of mum and who also had various oil paintings on show. In 
October 1968, grandad noted that they went an 18 mile run in the car with Caroline Douglas. Tom and 
Amy also sometimes provided transport to other people coming to or from grandma and grandad’s. 
In September 1965 and August 1966, they gave Eva a lift home to Harby. In  November, in 1965, 1966, 
1967 and 1969, they took grandma herself to Mansfield. In 1965 and 1966, they brought her back a 
week or so later and, in 1967, she came back with Miss Walker. In April 1966, they brought Auntie 
Bertha with them and she stayed on longer when they went home after a week.  

 
87 Grandad noted that this took them just over two hours. They paid thirty shillings which was the price for two hours.  
88 This was the first (successful) sugar processing factory in the UK.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some images of grandma, grandad, Tom and Amy exploring Norfolk 
Below – Amy, Tom and grandma – initially I was not sure where this was but I am pretty sure it is at 
Reedham Riverside with the swing rail bridge in the background 
 
Previous page left – Amy, Tom and grandad. I think this is on Runton Road in Cromer with the 
Cliftonville Hotel in the distance. The building immediately behind is, I think, the Grand Hotel, that 
burned down in 1969/70 and which was replaced by the Albany Flats 
Previous page right – Amy, Tom and grandma at the coast. I am not sure entirely where this is. Initially, 
I thought it might be Cromer but based on feedback I got on this on the Norwich Remembers site, I 
think this is Lowestoft  
 
Next page above right – grandma in a motor launch, the Beverley-Ann that has been hired from the 
Horse Shoes Hotel in Wroxham. Grandma is at the back and I think this is with Linda and Clarence. I am 
not sure but it does not look like Tom and Amy but it could be! 
Next page lower right – this photograph was taken in grandma and grandad’s back garden and shows 
Tom, Amy and grandma. While I am not certain, I think the other couple might be Clarence and Linda 
Reeve. Their visits did overlap in both 1966 and 1967 

 

https://www.britishsugar.co.uk/about-sugar/our-factories
https://www.facebook.com/groups/norfolkremembers/permalink/329833262427317
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.4649146,1.7443215,3a,75y,55.21h,83.41t/data=!3m8!1e1!3m6!1sAF1QipM-2Vi6_RZ6PO_ZZVBngrVctNiRr51ZYbwkaKg5!2e10!3e11!6shttps:%2F%2Flh5.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipM-2Vi6_RZ6PO_ZZVBngrVctNiRr51ZYbwkaKg5%3Dw203-h100-k-no-pi0-ya297.0528-ro-0-fo100!7i4608!8i2304
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Clarence and Linda Reeve89 also visited fairly often 
during this period. They came six times although the 
last time was in September 1967.90 They also came 
by car and this gave grandma and grandad further 
opportunity to explore places in Norfolk and other 
parts of East Anglia, including many places they also 
went with Tom and Amy. Places they went with 
Clarence and Linda included Acle, Aylsham, Beccles, 
Bungay91, Caister, Coltishall, Cromer, Fakenham, 
Felbrigg, Felixstowe, Filby, Gorleston, Haddiscoe, 
Happisburgh92, Hickling Broad, Holt, Horning, 
Hunstanton, Ipswich, Lowestoft, Melton Constable, 
Mundesley92, North Walsham, Norwich93, Orford, 
Ormesby94, Oulton Broad, Overstrand95, Potter 
Heigham, Reedham96, Reepham, Sandringham, Sea 
Palling97, Sidestrand, Sizewell, South Walsham, 
Southwold100, Stalham, St Faiths, Tacolneston98, 
Walcott, Weasenham99, Wells, Woodbridge, 
Wroxham100, Wymondham and Yarmouth (including 
the harbour).101 When they visited Wroxham in 
October 1965, they hired a launch for five hours.102 
In June 1966, Clarence and Linda overlapped with 
Tom and Amy for a couple of days103 and also, during 
that trip, their son Maurice visited for the weekend. 
They also overlapped with Tom and Amy for about 
an hour in September 1967.  

 
89 I think Linda Reeve and Amy Wilson were sisters. Both their maiden names were Steggles.  
90 Clarence Reeve had a heart attack in May 1968 and was unable to drive, at least for a while, after that – see Chapter 88.  
91 In Bungay, in April 1965, Linda, Clarence and grandma went to see Mrs East but grandad sat in the car. I don’t know why. 
92 On the trip to Happisburgh and Mundesley, on 26 September 1966, grandad noted collecting blackberries. 
93 In October 1965 and September 1967, Linda went to Norwich to see her cousin. 
94 I think grandad may have meant Ormesby St Margaret (and/or Ormesby St Michael) even though, in April 1965, he wrote Ormskirk. As 
far as I know, Ormskirk is in Lancashire and there is no Ormskirk in Norfolk. Although Ormesby is a village in Middlesbrough, both Ormesby 
St Margaret and Ormesby St Michael are near Yarmouth. There is also an Ormesby Broad.   
95 When they were in Overstrand, they visited George Bailey, for example, in April 1965.  
96 Although grandad noted that, in October 1965, they did not cross by the ferry. In September 1966, grandad distinguished between 
visiting Reedham and Reedham Riverside. Reedham Riverside runs parallel along the northern bank of the River Yare under the railway as 
it is about to cross the swing bridge. The ferry crossing is to the west of this.  
97 To see our caravan in April 1965.  
98 They went here on 16 September 1967 as it was a BBC Open Day. Grandad described it as very interesting. This date coincided with 
when colour programming was available on BBC2 from Tacolneston. I recall visiting the transmitter at some point.     
99 Clarence and Linda went here by themselves in September 1967. 
100 On 25 June 1966, when they went to Walcott and Wroxham grandad did not go. Similarly, the next day when they went to Southwold, 
grandad did not go. 
101 In September 1966, they went to Yarmouth Harbour twice. In September 1967, they went to Yarmouth several times. On the 5th, they 
went to Yarmouth Harbour. On the 8th, they went to Gorleston via Yarmouth and then returned to Yarmouth Harbour. On the 13th, they 
got to Yarmouth around 1.10pm but could not park so Clarence dropped grandad, grandma and Linda and he went to the harbour mouth. 
Grandad went later on the bus. Grandma and Linda followed later still. I confess I am not entirely sure where they parked when they were 
referring to Yarmouth Harbour. Initially, I had assumed they were referring to somewhere near the mouth of the River Yare but, although 
that is now where the outer harbour is located, this was only constructed subsequent to 2007. Nevertheless, grandad does refer 
specifically at least once to the harbour mouth so perhaps this is where he meant or perhaps he was distinguishing between the harbour 
and the harbour mouth. I don’t know! The original river harbour area in Yarmouth is quite large covering much of the eastern bank of the 
River Yare between Breydon Water and the sea. Hence the street names there, such as North and South Quay. Perhaps they parked 
somewhere there, such as where the South Quay car park is currently. I think this may have been explained to me as a child. I have vague 
recollections of it being difficult to park in Yarmouth and being told it was better to go to the Harbour and this may explain why I thought 
it was the river mouth. On their second visit in September 1966, they went into Yarmouth and went up the tower by lift. Grandad noted 
that the height was 140 feet and that it cost 1/- each. The Yarmouth Tower complex was for sale in January 2021.  
102 For which Clarence paid £3 2 6. 
103 During that time, for example, Amy and Linda went with grandma on a ladies’ outing to Matthes’ Bread Factory in Gorleston – see 
Chapter 90.  

 

 

https://drewfamily.uk/88-health-matters/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/genome/entries/bee96f81-0c42-4466-9f06-9d548ab79610/comments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tacolneston_transmitting_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Yarmouth_Outer_Harbour
https://www.visitgreatyarmouth.co.uk/things-to-do/the-tower-p1380011
https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/business/yarmouth-atlantis-tower-for-sale-6920330


11 
 

Ken and Pearl Hodges and their son Andrew visited grandma 

and grandad three times during this period.104 I think they 

came by car but, at least on their first trip, they did not travel 

widely in and around Norfolk.105 On their second and third 

trips, they did visit various places including Cromer, Holt106, 

Norwich107, Sea Palling108, Wroxham109 and Yarmouth.110 It is 

perhaps of interest that grandma and grandad did not 

accompany Ken and Pearl on their travels in the same way 

they did Tom and Amy and Linda and Clarence. So, perhaps 

having a car was not the only factor. Might differences in 

ages have been a factor?    

Another person who visited during this period was Edna 
Bust. In August 1965111, she came with her daughter, 
Sylvia, to stay with us and grandad noted that she visited 
them twice.112 Edna came to stay with grandma and 
grandad in August 1968. She brought dad, Tricia and me 
back from Derbyshire following our first youth hostelling 
trip. They visited various places including Bacton, Beccles, 
Bungay, Hunstanton, North Walsham, Sandringham, 
Southwold and Yarmouth Harbour.113 On the 22nd, 
grandma and Edna went into Norwich to see Gwen Hart’s 
display at the Assembly Rooms. Edna then headed home. 
But, she came back the next weekend.114 On the 31st, 
grandma, grandad and Edna went to Reedham Ferry and 
Riverside. Edna headed home again on 3 September 1968. 
She also came and stayed with grandma and grandad in 
August 1969. Places she went to on this trip included 
Blakeney, Caister Castle115, Cromer, Hunstanton116, 

 
104 In April and August 1965 and August 1966.  
105 While part of the issue might have been that they were only there for a long weekend Friday to Tuesday, the main reason may have 
been that Andrew was only two months old. On the Saturday, Pearl and Ken had a walk into Drayton and left Andrew with grandma and 
grandad. On the Sunday, they were involved in church activities – see Chapter 90. On the Monday, Ken and Pearl went into Norwich, again 
leaving Andrew with grandma and grandad.  
106 On 17 August 1966, Ken and Pearl tried to go somewhere in Holt in the evening for a “late dinner” but they were full so had to go 
somewhere in Norwich instead.  
107 When they went into Norwich on 13 August 1965, Andrew stayed with grandma and grandad.  
108 They went here to see our caravan on 12 August 1965. Grandma and Eva also went as did mum and us children plus a little girl mum 
was looking after.  
109 However, grandad did not go on any of these trips and grandma did not go with them to Cromer or Wroxham. I am not sure why but 
one factor may have been age difference. Also, there were times that grandma looked after Andrew so that Ken and Pearl could go 
somewhere on their own.  
110 The trip to Yarmouth was on 16 August 1966 and was to see Ken’s brother, Ivor, and family. They went again for the same purpose on 
the 18th. 
111 This was only a few months after her husband Tom had died – see Chapter 88. 
112 On the second occasion, grandad put on a slide show.  
113 The trip to Yarmouth Harbour was on 21 August 1968. Grandad did not go but the four of us and mum went with grandma and Edna. 
Grandma and Edna came back by train and we stayed to go to the cinema in Yarmouth.  
114 This strikes me as slightly odd. I don’t know why she picked us up in Derbyshire and brought us home rather than mum doing it, for 
example. I also don’t know why she came back after such a short time.  
115 This was on 2 August 1969. Grandad noted that they went up the tower and got lovely views from the top. He also noted that the tower 
was 98 feet high.  
116 Grandma and Edna went here on 6 August 1969 with mum and the four of us.  

 

 

Top right – Andrew and Pearl 
Hodges in April 1965 
Above right – Caister Castle 

© Bob  Crook and licensed for reuse under this 
Creative Commons Licence  

https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/88-health-matters/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caister_Castle
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Caister_Castle.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Knapton117, Potter Heigham118, Scratby119, Walcott120, West Runton121, Winterton, Woods End and 
Wroxham. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Many of the other people who came to visit grandma and grandad came by public transport, bus or 
train, and this perhaps limited their ability to travel around the area. Although some places were 
accessible by public transport, and grandma did make trips out with visitors using these modes of 
transport, grandad did not.122 One of the most frequent such visitors was Auntie Dolly who came to 
stay with grandma and grandad most Easters and Christmases during this period. She also visited each 
summer123 and for Whit/Spring Bank Holiday in 1966 and 1969. She always came by bus from Bedford 

 
117 See Chapter 91.  
118 This was on 2 August 1969 and grandad noted going over the new bridge. Potter Heigham has a medieval bridge that is well-known for 
being difficult to navigate by boat. The new road bridge carrying the A149 was built on the site of an old railway bridge in around 1968. It 
is possible with Google Streetview to get  view of the new bridge from the old bridge or of the old bridge from the new.  
119 This is a beach north of Yarmouth.  
120 They went here on 4 August 1969 with mum and the four of us. Grandad did not go.  
121 Where, on 5 August 1969, they suffered a puncture.  
122 I am not sure if this related to his health or was just a personal preference. My sense is that he enjoyed being driven around and did not 
particularly like travelling by bus or train.  
123 Mostly in August but, in 1968 and 1969, she came in early September.  

 
 

Top left – “new” bridge in Potter Heigham which carries the A149 
Top right – Scratby beach 
Above – mediaeval bridge in Potter Heigham – this photo illustrates just how low this bridge is and how 
tricky to navigate! 

 

© Evelyn Simak and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence  

© Janet Richardson and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence  

© RRRR NNNN and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence  

https://drewfamily.uk/91-work-school-and-houses/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potter_Heigham
https://forum.norfolkbroadsnetwork.com/topic/13939-potter-heigham-bridge/
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.7097715,1.5811516,3a,75y,55.01h,80.13t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sh6MakRNIC-3AspuoM7YhKg!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.7104673,1.5826092,3a,75y,239.31h,73.07t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sQ7JJz9VhLe1eXTuOj-MMXw!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.visitnorthnorfolk.com/thedms.aspx?dms=3&venue=0110308
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/4618492
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.thebeachguide.co.uk/south-east-england/norfolk/scratby-beach.htm
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/883755
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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and someone would pick her up and drop her off at Norwich bus station.124 I have strong childhood 
memories of her, particularly being with us at Christmas. I also recall being told a story by dad of one 
time when he was due to drop her at the bus station but he overslept so, by the time they got to the 
bus station, the bus had already left. He decided to follow and try to catch up with it and I believe he 
eventually did so. After he had dropped her, he stopped at a transport café and noticed some of the 
lorry drivers looking at him rather strangely. He looked down and noticed that his pyjamas were visible 
at the bottom of his trousers! In his rush, he had put his clothes on over the top of his pyjamas and he 
still had them on!125 
 
During her stays, Auntie Dolly was 
actively involved with grandma in 
church activities126 and she also did 
practical tasks, e.g. in the garden. 
She did also get out and about to 
some extent with grandma. For 
example, during her visit, in April 
1965, they went into Norwich 
several times with John Douglas.127 
In August 1965, Auntie Dolly, Eva 
and grandma visited Lowestoft and 
Norwich and, in July 1966, she 
grandma and Eva made a day bus 
trip to Beccles and Southwold. In 
August 1966, grandma and Auntie 
Dolly went three times to Walcott 
with mum and us four children. She 
also made a bus trip with grandma to Sandringham, Hunstanton and Cromer on that visit. Also, during 
that visit, she, grandma and grandad went with Ron and Caroline Douglas to the crematorium and 
back via Costessey and Taverham Pits.128 During her visit at Easter 1968, she went to an opera at the 
Theatre Royal126 with grandma.129 In September 1968, she, grandma, mum and the four of us went to 
Sandringham and Hunstanton coming back via Docking.130 Mum also took grandma and Auntie Dolly 
to Sheringham to see the new Methodist Church126 and they came home on the bus via Cromer. 
Grandma and Auntie Dolly also attended a flower festival in Thorpe during that visit. At Easter, in 1969, 
Auntie Dolly went to both the Maddermarket Theatre and Theatre Royal with grandma and others. In 
May 1969, grandma and Auntie Dolly visited Mousehold Heath together and they also went next door, 
to 164, to listen to records. Over that weekend, mum, Alan and Liz took grandma, Auntie Dolly and 
Eva to Woods End one day and to Reedham on another. In September 1969, she went with grandma 
to see a film at the Assembly Rooms320 and she also spent two evenings visiting Barbara Carpenter at 
164. 
 

 
124 For example, when she came at Easter 1966, grandma and Ron Douglas met her at the bus station. In August 1967, she arrived at the 
same time that grandma and Tricia were arriving back from visiting Doris in Hastings. Mum picked them all up together.  
125 Grandad notes this happening on 29 December 1971 although, according to grandad’s notes, dad took Dolly all the way to Bedford (see 
Chapter 106).  
126 See Chapter 90. 
127 Grandma and grandad’s next-door neighbour who worked at Bonds during this period.  
128 I think this is Taverham Mill.  
129 They got the bus home and had to walk from Drayton Wood Road. 
130 On that occasion, grandma and Auntie Dolly had tea at ours. Grandma then went to a church meeting and mum and dad also went out 
so Auntie Dolly stayed babysitting for us. 

 

Auntie Dolly and grandma drinking tea under the verandah at 
the back door of grandma and grandad’s bungalow 

https://drewfamily.uk/106-entertainment-in-the-early-1970s/
https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
https://anglianwaterparks.co.uk/taverham-mill
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Another person who came fairly frequently was grandad’s sister Eva and, when she came, she tended 
to stay for quite a few weeks. As a result, her stays sometimes overlapped with the stay of others, 
including Tom and Amy; Ken, Pearl and Andrew Hodges; Jim and Renie; Auntie Dolly; Doris and Peter 
Cirket; Minnie Parkin; and Florrie and Arthur Booth.131 In March 1965, Olive, Alf, Carole and Tony 
brought her and Carole used the opportunity to drop off material at ours.132 In August 1965, mum 
grandma and grandad brought Eva for a holiday from the celebration of Cyril and Minnie’s golden 
wedding anniversary.133 In September 1965 and August 1966, Tom and Amy took her home. In June 
1967, Peter Parkin and his girlfriend, Rosemary, brought Eva and Minnie and Olive, Alf, Carole and 
Stephen came to pick Eva up. In April 1968, Olive and Alf brought her and, in June, after nine weeks, 
Alf picked her up. In April 1969, Olive and Alf brought Eva for a holiday. She had had a slight stroke 
affecting her right hand in March 1969.134 In June, when time came to go home, Alf and Lloyd picked 
her up. Eva was often involved with activities of others and she also sometimes did things with 
grandma, such as attending a Festival of Flowers at Norwich Cathedral135 in September 1965, going to 
a bring-and-buy sale in Caistor St Edmunds in July 1967136 and visiting grandma’s friend Mrs Noble.  In 
June 1969, despite having had a stroke in March, Eva was able to walk to the Hodgsons with grandma 
and they also went to visit Mrs Pointer, the postman’s wife. 
 

 
131 Hence my point about where everyone stayed in a two-bedroomed bungalow.  
132 Presumably for the wedding – see Chapter 89.  
133 Which was in Ilkeston. Mum, grandma and grandad went there for the day – see Chapter 89.  
134 See Chapter 88.  
135 See Chapter 79. 
136 See Chapter 90, 

This photo is taken at Reedham Riverside with the rail swing bridge in the background. It shows grandma 
with Liz and Alan. I think this means it was taken on the Spring Bank Holiday in May 1969. Other people 
who went on that trip were Auntie Dolly, Eva and mum but they do not appear in the picture. Dad, Tricia 
and I were youth hostelling in Derbyshire at this time.  

https://drewfamily.uk/89-weddings-and-births/
https://drewfamily.uk/89-weddings-and-births/
https://drewfamily.uk/88-health-matters/
https://drewfamily.uk/79-from-trinity-to-mile-cross/
https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/


15 
 

 
 

This photo is taken at the front of grandma and grandad’s bungalow in Drayton. Based on who is there 
and what we are wearing, I believe this was taken by grandad on Sunday 8 August 1965, it was Amy’s 64th 
birthday. The couple on the far left are Meddy and George Bailey who were visiting from Overstrand. 
Others are Amy, dad, Alan, mum. Liz, me, grandma, Tom, Tricia and Eva. 
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Above – I think this photo was 
taken at Walcott on August 5 
1965. Back row – Eva, me, 
Tricia, Tom, Amy. Front row – 
mum, Alan, Liz and grandma. 
This forms the back cover of a 
book of photos Tricia put 
together 
Left – This photo was taken in 
grandma and grandad’s front 
garden. I think this is a 
different day from the photo 
with the Baileys as they are 
not in it and the clothes are 
different. I think this could 
have been taken on Sunday 12 
September 1965. This photo 
was presumably taken by Amy 
(or dad) and shows grandma, 
Tom, me, mum. Liz, Tricia, 
Alan, Eva and grandad 
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Auntie Bertha came to visit in April/May 1966. She got a lift to Drayton with Tom and Amy and then 
travelled to Bedford by bus for a further holiday. Grandma went with her for the day. In July 1968, she 
came again with her friend Mrs Merry. Jack and Thelma137 brought them and Mrs Merry’s grandson 
Peter, and his girlfriend, picked them up. While Auntie Bertha and Mrs Merry were visiting, Doris Cirket 
and her friend from Rye came to visit from Hastings for the day. During that visit, dad took grandma, 
Auntie Bertha, Mrs Merry and Liz to Bedford for the day.  Other places they visited during that trip 
included Cromer and Norwich. Grandma, Auntie Bertha and Miss Merry also went to see Mr and Mrs 
Hodgson during this visit. 
 

 
 

 

 
137 I think this was Mrs Merry’s son and daughter-in-law.  

Left – grandma, Amy and Bertha. 
Initially, I was not sure when or 
where this photo was taken. 
However, based on feedback on the 
Norfolk Remembers Facebook page, 
it seems it was taken at the Norwich 
Gates on the Sandringham Estate. 
This dates the photograph to 6 
August 1964 when grandma and 
grandad visited Sandringham with 
Tom, Amy and Auntie Bertha 
Below – Auntie Bertha, Amy, Tom 
and grandad. This appears to be at 
the coast somewhere. I am not sure 
where or exactly when, possibly 
April/May 1966 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/norfolkremembers/permalink/333084915435485
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.8328947,0.5126807,3a,30y,161.17h,91.96t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sceWeGQJuf3VMoVXJevkPNA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656?hl=en-US
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.8328947,0.5126807,3a,30y,161.17h,91.96t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sceWeGQJuf3VMoVXJevkPNA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656?hl=en-US


18 
 

Grandad’s brother Cyril and his sister-in-law Minnie came to stay with grandma and grandad for three 
weeks in June and July 1965. Their grandson, Simon,  and his future wife, Joyce, brought them in 
Basil’s, car.138 Minnie’s health was not good at this time139 and, while they were visiting, grandma and 
Cyril took her out in a wheelchair. Grandma and Cyril also went into Norwich by bus. Another 
grandson, Peter, and his friend John, picked them up and took them home.140 Minnie came on her 
own in October 1966. Basil and Hilda brought her.141 Minnie still needed a wheelchair to get out and 
about and grandma took her to various places including Drayton142, Hurn Road and Hellesdon, via 
Drayton Wood Road.143 She stayed two weeks and Peter and a friend144 picked her up and took her 
home. She came again in June 1967 with Eva. She left earlier than Eva, after almost one month. Hilda, 
Simon and Joyce picked her up.   
 
Florrie and Arthur Booth, who had been grandma and 
grandad’s neighbours in Welbeck Street visited them each 
year during this period in the summer. In July, 1965, they 
came by bus but did travel out to various places including 
Lowestoft145, Norwich146, Taverham147 and Yarmouth.148 In 
June 1966, they were on holiday in Yarmouth and they came 
to visit grandma and grandad for tea and the evening on one 
day. They came again to stay with grandma and grandad in 
June 1967. They walked various places including to the 
Hodgsons with grandma. Places they visited included Eaton 
Park149 and Yarmouth. During this visit, they also went with 
grandma to Cadburys in Birmingham.150 They also came 
again in July 1968. During this trip, they visited some of 
grandma’s friends, including Miss Cooke, they went into 
Norwich and visited Thorpe village.151 They also went on a 
bus trip to Lowestoft and Yarmouth. They came again in June 
1969. They had some walks, including to the Hodgsons152 and 
also went into Norwich. They went to Lowestoft by train and 
attended the Hellesdon carnival153 and went with us to the 
Royal Norfolk Show.154  
 

 
138 Simon and Joyce stayed overnight and went home the next day. Grandad noted that Simon stayed with them and Joyce at ours.  
139 See Chapter 88. 
140 Peter and John stayed for the weekend (Friday to Sunday) and, on the Saturday, they visited Cromer and took grandma and Minnie with 
them.  
141 They spent the afternoon on the broads in Wroxham before returning to grandma and grandad’s. They stayed over in Horning and 
headed home the next day.  
142 On one trip into Drayton, Betty Douglas helped grandma to pull her back.  
143 See Chapter 95. 
144 I don’t know if this was the same friend, John, as in 1965 or perhaps it was Rosemary Bottrill who married Peter in 1969.  
145 Which they visited by train.  
146 During this trip, they went into Norwich at least four times.  
147 They walked there with grandma.  
148 They also both went on a Sunday School outing to Clacton and Walton – see Chapter 90. 
149 Mum dropped grandma, Florrie and Arthur there and they got the bus back.  
150 I think this was part of a ladies’ trip grandma organised, see Chapter 90. For more detail of the Cadburys Bournville factory, see Chapter 
52.  
151 The area I know as Thorpe is the eastern part of Norwich from around where the railway station is. Some of that area is known as 
Thorpe St Andrew. But I don’t know if this is where they went. Thorpe Marriott is a relatively new development in the Drayton/Taverham 
area. The place gets part of its name from a railway engineer William Marriott. But, could the first part indicate that there was a Thorpe 
village there before the development took place? 
152 Mrs Hodgson also came round on one evening while Auntie Dolly was there and they had a sing song.  
153 It appears this was first held after the second world war and has been held annually since.  
154 Which since 1953 has been held on a permanent showground site near Costessey. Grandad noted that there was a record attendance 
of 81,162 over the two days. 

 

News article about the Hellesdon 
carnival and gymkhana from 5 July 
1969. Obtained from the Local 
Recall archive which sadly is no 
longer available 

https://drewfamily.uk/88-health-matters/
don’t%20know%20if%20this%20was%20the%20same%20friend,%20John,%20as%20in%201965%20or%20perhaps%20it%20was%20Rosemary%20Bottrill%20who%20married%20Peter%20in%201969.
https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/52-entertainment-in-the-early-1950s/
https://drewfamily.uk/52-entertainment-in-the-early-1950s/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thorpe_Marriott
https://www.edp24.co.uk/lifestyle/heritage/gallery-are-you-in-our-pictures-of-hellesdon-carnival-778378
https://www.edp24.co.uk/lifestyle/heritage/royal-norfolk-show-archives-pictures-history-1418832
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Arthur Lofthouse came to visit grandma and grandad four times during this period. Twice155, he came 
on his own and twice with his second wife, Jessie, including for almost two weeks for their honeymoon 
in April 1967.156 Mostly, he/they came by train.157 During his lone trips, he did visit various places with 
grandma including Cromer, Gorleston, Lowestoft, Norwich, Southwold and Yarmouth. They also 
walked into Drayton and, in July 1965, he attended a fete and gala158 on Hellesdon Park. When he 
visited with Jessie, they walked to Costessey and Taverham and went by train, with grandma, to 
Yarmouth. Other places they visited on their own included Cromer, Gorleston, Lowestoft, Sheringham, 
Southwold and Yarmouth. 

 
Jim and Renie visited during this period159 and they came by bus. They did explore by bus themselves, 
e.g. to Cromer, Hadleigh, Norwich, Wroxham and Yarmouth. In 1965, they also went with grandma 
and grandad to Drayton Fete160 and with all of us161 to the caravan at Sea Palling. In 1968, they went 
with all of us to the Royal Norfolk Show. In 1969, they went with us to a Norwich Union carnival and 
they also went with grandma to visit Mr and Mrs Hodgson.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
155 In July 1965 and April 1966. The first time was only a few months after his wife, Ella, died in March 1965.  
156 And again in March 1968.  
157 In July 1965, all of us, except Tricia, met him at Thorpe Station. On that trip, when he left, he was heading to visit his daughter, Dorothy. 
In 1967, dad met Arthur and Jessie at Thorpe station. For the trip in March 1968, they came by bus.  
158 Probably Hellesdon carnival. In July 1966, mum referred to a fair at Hellesdon community centre. Grandad referred to it as a carnival. 
Grandma and Eva went. Ron took them there and mum brought them back. 
159 In August 1965 for a week, at Easter in 1967, in June/July 1968 and in July 1969 for a week. In 1967, they were there at the same time 
as Auntie Dolly. In 1969, they came back with grandma after she had been to Bedford. 
160 Grandad noted that it was not busy because of rain.  
161 Except Tricia.  

My recollections 
 
Reading about the Booths’ and Arthur Lofthouse’s visits during 
this period triggered some memories for me of Hellesdon 
carnival. I am sure they had donkey races for children. I recall 
wanting to have a go but being scared! Dad reassured me that 
I would be fine as long as I held on. If my memory is correct, I 
fell off but still enjoyed it and don’t recall hurting myself! 
 
I also have recollections of the Royal Norfolk Show. There were 
lots of different stalls or stands and mum was sometimes 
involved in a large refreshments tent run by churches (see 
Chapter 106). I also recall there was a large central display 
ground and I recall seeing motorcycle display teams and 
horseriding displays there. The photo displayed here is from a 
slightly later period, 1970. As we were not from an agricultural 
background, I think some of those aspects of the show were lost 
on me but I liked seeing the animals, tractors etc. I don’t 
specifically recall going to the Show with the Booths or Jim and 
Renie but, according to grandad’s diary of the time, we did.  
 
 
 

 

 

Advert for the motor-cycle display in the 1970 programme 
for the Royal Norfolk Show 

https://drewfamily.uk/106-entertainment-in-the-early-1970s/
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One place Jim and Renie visited in 1965, by bus with grandma and Eva by bus, was a bird sanctuary 
near Lenwade. Although initially I thought this might have been Pensthorpe, this was only developed 
in the 1980s162 plus, although it is not that far from Lenswade, I think grandad would more likely have 
described it as near Fakenham. It seems more likely that he was referring to Norfolk Wildlife Park at 
Great Witchingham, less than half a mile from Lenwade. This was opened in 1963 by Philip and Jeanne 
Wayre who later founded the Otter Trust.  It changed its name to the Norfolk Wildlife Centre and 
Country Park and then to The Animal Ark before closing in 2011.163  
 

  

 
162 Pensthorpe Natural Park is approximately one mile from Fakenham.. 

163 See this article and video. I came across a 2013 obituary for Jeanne Wayre.  
 

 

 

 

This was taken in grandma and 
grandad’s back garden on, I think, 
Easter Sunday 1967 (March 26). It 
shows mum, dad, Alan, Liz, 
grandma, Auntie Dolly, Tricia, 
Renie, Jim and me. Initially, I 
wondered if mum, dad and Alan 
had fallen out with the rest of us 
but I think grandad had positioned 
us so his windmill was visible.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pensthorpe_Natural_Park
https://www.norfolkplaces.co.uk/remembering-norfolk-wildlife-park/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0T9Jf11SKw8
https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/obituaries/jeanne-wayre-joint-founder-of-the-otter-trust-raised-tame-625110
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Other people who visited during this period included Simon Parkin and a friend164, dad’s parents165, 
Doris and Peter Cirket166, Bill Purvis, Verlie and Alan167, Derrick, Mary and Kathryn Leach168 and Doris, 
Peter, Rita and family.169  
 
We, as a family, and grandma and grandad took part in various local activities sometimes with and, at 
other times, without visitors. In July 1966, grandma went to a Norwich Union garden party. Dad picked 
her up and brought her home. In May 1968, grandma took Tricia, me, Liz and Caroline into Drayton 

 
164 They came in February 1965 to bring a parcel from Minnie. I am not sure who the friend was but Simon married Joyce Foreman the 
following year so it might have been her. Certainly, she was with him when they brought Cyril and Minnie to stay with grandma and grandad 
in June 1965. 
165 Mum noted that they came in July 1965 for two weeks. Little other detail is recorded except that dad took them home and I assume 
this was to Kirkby.  
166 Doris and her grandson, Peter, came for the day on an excursion bus from Hastings in July 1966.  
167 Who called for about 45 minutes in August 1966. They were doing a tour of the coast from Cleethorpes to Felixstowe.  
168 They stayed with us in April 1969 and went with us for tea at grandma and grandad’s on the 12th. Tricia did not come that day as she 
had gone with friends to Yarmouth.  
169 Doris and her grandson, Peter, stayed at grandma and grandad’s while the rest stayed with us.  

 

 

Bottom of previous page and this - extracts from brochure for the Norfolk Wildlife Park and Pheasant 
Trust 
Previous page bottom left – front cover 
Previous page bottom right – inside page giving information about the park including opening times 
and prices. It is interesting that the price is given in both shillings and (new) pence so presumably that 
dates the brochure to early 70s. Whoever visited appears to have overwritten the price with a new 
price. 
Above left – inside front cover showing plan of the park 
Above right – back page showing photograph of the site. This is orientated differently from the plan. 
So, the car park is at the top on the plan and at the bottom on the photograph.  
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village. In June 1968, I stayed with grandad while 
others went to a garden party that I did not want to 
go to.170 In January 1969, grandma went with dad 
to the opening of the Ockenden171 Exhibition by the 
Lord Mayor of Norwich.172 In February 1969, 
grandad noted that grandma and others went to 
mum’s for what he described as “a ladies’ 
underware173 show”.174  
 
Sometimes, mum went out for meals. For example, 
she went to “The Feathers”175 in Holt for dinner in 
June 1965 and to the Northrepps176 Hotel and 
Country Club177 in June 1966.178 In September 
1967, dad went to a dinner given by the Lord 
Mayor of Norwich.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
In August 1966, mum and dad went to Sheringham for the day179 and grandma, Eva and Auntie Dolly 
came to look after us. In September 1966, mum, Alan and Liz went with grandma to Framlingham.180 
In September 1967, mum and dad took Tricia, me and Alan to Yarmouth.181 Liz stayed with grandma 
and grandad until the early evening then Mr Beckett took grandma and Liz to ours where grandma 

 
170 I had just turned eight at the time and I am surprised I was given the choice! 
171 Based on an article at the time, this exhibition was organised by the Norwich Group of Friends of the Ockenden Venture. It was held at 
the Assembly House and included pictures by Tibetan refugee children. Most of the exhibits were by local artists and were donated. Most 
were of local scenes, such as Geoffrey Lefever’s Marshland Fen. But, there were some more international scenes including Galilee by 
Robin Harrison and River Bank Baghdad by the late E W Faircloth.  
172 Norwich has had a mayor and then a Lord Mayor since 1403. In January 1969, the Lord Mayor was Edward Albert Gambling.  
173 I presume he meant underwear but this is how he spelled it.  
174 I have vague recollections of mum hosting Pippa Dee parties. They were organised on a similar model to Tupperware parties where a 
local agent organised events to sell to friends and family and received a commission for what she sold. Apparently, the company had 
13,000 women working in this way in the 1970s. According to the Companies House website, the company remains active. 
175 There is still a hotel by this name in Holt. According to their Facebook page, the long-time owners retired at the end of October 2021. It 
is a grade II listed building dating back to 1650.  
176 Which mum recorded as North Repps.  
177 I think this has also been called Northrepps Cottage Country Hotel and is now referred to as Northrepps Cottage.  
178 On both occasions, she did not give details of why or with whom.  
179 I don’t know why. This was Monday 1 August which was not a bank holiday so dad must have taken a day off work. Perhaps it was 
something to do with the caravan at Sea Palling. Perhaps they were selling it as it is not mentioned in the diaries after this – see footnote 
97.  
180 I am not sure why but it is possible it was church-related. Grandma did go on other occasions to Framlingham for church activities – see 
Chapter 90. 
181 I don’t know precisely why, perhaps to see a show or the circus? 

 

 

Top – vintage US invitation for a Tupperware party 
Above – The Feathers, Holt 
Left – Northrepps Cottage   

© Peter Holmes and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence  

© Zorba the Greek and licensed for reuse under this 
Creative Commons Licence  

https://www.roberteaglefineart.co.uk/artists/lefever-geoffrey.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_mayors_of_Norwich
https://www.facebook.com/BornInThe40s/posts/pippa-dee-operated-in-a-similar-trading-style-to-tupperware-counting-on-a-self-e/2451272441573651/
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/00924601
https://www.facebook.com/TheFeathersHotelHolt/
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101169534-feathers-hotel-holt#.YYn2wWDP2Uk
https://www.thefeathersholt.com/?industrytype=1&startdate=2012-09-23&nights=3&windowsearch=0&location&adults1=2
https://www.northreppscottage.co.uk/
https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5007266
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/515667
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


23 
 

stayed until we got back.182 In September 1969, grandma, mum, dad and the four of us went to 
Bressingham183 to see a show of steam engines.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, we and grandma and grandad sometimes made trips further afield including for holidays. 

It was rare for grandad to make such trips so grandma often went by herself. Consequently, grandad 

did not note what she had done while she was away, simply that she had gone and come back! Such 

trips included to Bedford184, Mansfield 185and Nottingham.186 One exception to grandma going on her 

own was in August 1965 when mum took both grandma and grandad to Ilkeston for Minnie and Cyril’s 

Golden Wedding.187  

During this period, grandma took each of us to see Doris Cirket in St Leonard’s on Sea. In August 1967, 
grandma took Tricia there by bus for five days. In March 1969, mum, grandma and Liz went there for 

 
182 About 10.20pm.  
183 Which grandad noted was near Diss. The first railway in Bressingham was established in 1965 and it has expanded considerably since 
then. We visited in November 2021 as part of “Bressingham at Night”. There are now three railways there – the original “Garden” line and 
the newer “Fen” and “Waveney” lines.  
184 She went to Bedford at least once per year. For example, in May 1965, she went twice, once on her own by bus for a few days and once 
for the day with Tom, Amy and grandad. She also went in July 1966 with Eva and, in May 1967 and June 1968, on her own. In July 1968, 
dad took grandma, Auntie Bertha, Mrs Merry and Liz to Bedford for the day. In July 1969, grandma visited Bedford with a church group 
(see Chapter 90) and came home with Jim and Renie.  
185 In November 1965.  
186 In February 1965.  
187 See Chapter 89. They were married on 2 August 1915.  

 

Bressingham Steam from a night-
time visit in November 2021 

https://www.britainexpress.com/attractions.htm?attraction=3098
https://www.bressingham.co.uk/home.aspx
https://www.bressingham.co.uk/home.aspx
https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/89-weddings-and-births/
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three days. They dropped Rev Michael Parker at a conference nearby. In August 1969, grandma took 
me and Alan there.188 I have some vague recollections of meeting Doris so these are perhaps from this 
trip. I would have been nine at the time.   
 
During this period, grandma and grandad did not really go away on holiday as such but there was one 
exception, in June 1966, when they went on a touring holiday in Scotland with Tom and Amy. On the 
first day, they drove to Edinburgh where they stayed overnight.189 In the evening, they had a walk 
down Princes Street. The next day, they had a bus ride190 on the Royal Mile191 and saw Holyrood 
House192 etc. They had lunch in a café193 and then went to the castle.194 Grandma and grandad also 
visited St Giles. Cathedral.195  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
188 Grandad noted that the cost of a return fare for all of us was £6 15 0. On the 15th, we left at 8.15am and went via London. 
189 Grandad noted that they left home at 06.57 and crossed the border at 15.20 arriving in Edinburgh at 17.20. He also noted that bed and 
breakfast cost 22/- each. He noted that their bedroom was 76 steps from ground level! 
190 For which they paid 4d each.  
191 See here..  
192 The queen’s official residence in Scotland. This is not to be confused with the Scottish Parliament building which is also referred to as 
Holyrood as that is the area in which it is located. The parliament building was only constructed from 1999.  
193 I don’t know why grandad agreed to eat out on this trip but not on other day trips from home.  
194 See here. 
195 See here.  

 

 

 

 

Top left –Princes Street in 1969  Top right – Edinburgh Castle in 2016 
Above left – Holyrood House  Above right – St Giles’ Cathedral 

© Martin Dawes and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence  

© Ian S and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons 
Licence  

© Ray Bird and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons 
Licence  
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They then left Edinburgh for Perth and crossed the new Forth road bridge.196 They stayed the night in 
Perth.197 The next day, they had a walk round Perth and then went to Pitlochry via Coupar Angus and 
Blairgowrie.198 After they found somewhere to stay in Pitlochry, they went to see the hydroelectric 
dam which grandad considered worth seeing.199 They then had a ride round Tummel Loch.200 The next 
day, they went from Pitlochry to Glenshee.201 Grandma and grandad went up the mountain by chair 
lift.202 They then went on to Braemar and Ballater passing the entrance to Balmoral Castle203 and they 
then returned to Pitlochry by the same route. Grandad noted that there was snow on the top of 
several mountains. The next day, they went from Pitlochry to the Trossachs, Crieff, Callander and Killin 
returning to Pitlochry. The next day, they left Pitlochry and went to Nairn, and they stayed in a place 
where Tom and Amy had stayed before.204 The next day, they went from Nairn to Inverness where 
they saw Dr and Mrs Farquharson who grandad said were very pleased to see them. They had a ride 
on the south bank of Loch Ness then to Fort George and back to Nairn. The next day, they left Nairn 
and went to Fort William.205 They then made a 13 mile round journey206 and grandad again noted that 
there was snow on the mountain tops. The next day, they went on a bus and boat tour from Fort 
William to Glenfinnan by bus, boat on Loch Shiel to Acharcle207 and then bus to Strontian and Ardgour. 
They left the bus there and got the ferry to a waiting bus and then back to Fort William.208 The next 
day, they left Fort William and went through Blantyre, where David Livingstone had been born, and 
they stayed at Crawford.209  The next day, they went from Crawford to Ingleton.210 They came through 
the Lake District and there was a 30 minutes thunderstorm as they passed Ullswater and neared 
Windermere.  The next day, they left Ingleton and passed over Ilkley Moor calling at Ilkley. They then 
went to Auntie Bertha’s in Mansfield. When they arrived, she was at Jim and Renie’s so they went 
there. They had tea there as it was Jim’s birthday. After tea, they went to Auntie Bertha’s and Linda 
and Clarence came over for an hour or two. They travelled home the next day, calling at Newark on 
the way.  
 
  

 
196 See Chapter 86. Grandad noted that the toll was 2/6 for the car and people. 
197 At a cost of 21/- each 
198 Rather than the more direct route along the A9. This adds about 14 miles to a 27 mile journey.  
199 I think this is Pitlochry Dam. There is a visitor centre there now that was constructed in 2017.   
200 Loch Tummel is a long, narrow loch to the north west of Pitlochry.  
201 The ski centre here opened in 1962.  
202 For which they paid 5/- each. I think this was Cairnwell Chairlift.  
203 The Royal Family’s holiday home in Scotland.  
204 The price was 16/6 each. 
205 Where bed and breakfast cost them 15/- each. 
206 Which grandad described as down Ben Glen. I m not sure where he was referring to. Perhaps they went some way on the Glencoe 
Road?  
207 Which took 1 hour 55 minutes. 
208 Grandad noted that the tour started at 11am and they were back by 6.25pm. 
209 At a cost of 21/- each.  
210 Where they stayed for 18/6 each 
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Fort George 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/pitlochry/Crieff/Callander/Trossachs,+Callander+FK17+8HY/Killin/Pitlochry/@56.4454158,-4.2784654,10z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m38!4m37!1m5!1m1!1s0x4886029155e76bb1:0x809611293410407e!2m2!1d-3.729711!2d56.704361!1m5!1m1!1s0x4886264e43c009af:0x263e380baca88857!2m2!1d-3.841994!2d56.37655!1m5!1m1!1s0x48888b44ce5faee7:0x8f3ded41dbf79c6b!2m2!1d-4.2116631!2d56.245059!1m5!1m1!1s0x4888fa0c86c849a7:0x145331ddd54f1beb!2m2!1d-4.409999!2d56.234312!1m5!1m1!1s0x4888956054c770c9:0x66a3103acb2b4786!2m2!1d-4.319211!2d56.469346!1m5!1m1!1s0x4886029155e76bb1:0x809611293410407e!2m2!1d-3.729711!2d56.704361!3e0
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/pitlochry/Crieff/Callander/Trossachs,+Callander+FK17+8HY/Killin/Pitlochry/@56.4454158,-4.2784654,10z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m38!4m37!1m5!1m1!1s0x4886029155e76bb1:0x809611293410407e!2m2!1d-3.729711!2d56.704361!1m5!1m1!1s0x4886264e43c009af:0x263e380baca88857!2m2!1d-3.841994!2d56.37655!1m5!1m1!1s0x48888b44ce5faee7:0x8f3ded41dbf79c6b!2m2!1d-4.2116631!2d56.245059!1m5!1m1!1s0x4888fa0c86c849a7:0x145331ddd54f1beb!2m2!1d-4.409999!2d56.234312!1m5!1m1!1s0x4888956054c770c9:0x66a3103acb2b4786!2m2!1d-4.319211!2d56.469346!1m5!1m1!1s0x4886029155e76bb1:0x809611293410407e!2m2!1d-3.729711!2d56.704361!3e0
https://drewfamily.uk/86-external-events/
https://pitlochrydam.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loch_Tummel
https://www.visitabdn.com/listing/cairnwell-chairlift-at-glenshee
https://www.balmoralcastle.com/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5636296
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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In June 1965, we all went with grandma to Harby for Carole and Tony’s wedding.211 In January 1967, 
dad went on a trip with the Chartered Insurance Institute to Pinewood Studios.212  
 
Mum and dad still sometimes went back to Kirkby. For example, in April 1965, they went to Kirkby to 
see dad’s parents and to Heanor to see Edna and Sylvia Bust.213 They also went in July 1966.214 We all 
went at the end of November 1968. We had dinner at Tom and Amy’s and then went to Mansfield to 
Jim215 and Renie’s. Just before Christmas, in December 1969, dad and grandma went to Mansfield and 
Kirkby. Dad went to see his father who was not well.216 Grandma went to Auntie Bertha’s. Jim and 
Renie were there and Tom and Amy came there for an hour or two.  

 
211 See Chapter 89. 
212 Well-known film studio west of London, which has operated since the 1930s and is still operating.  
213 This was only a few days after Tom Bust died. Sylvia was 18. Mum noted that they took Edna and Sylvia to Grange Farm (see Chapter 
66) for dinner. The four of us did not go on that trip. Grandma came to stay with us for the day.  
214 They went for the day, leaving at 5am. They slept at grandma and grandad’s so they could leave without disturbing us. Grandma and 
Eva stayed with us.  
215 Who at this point grandad was calling Frank.  
216 See Chapter 88. 

  

 
 

Photos of grandma and Amy on holiday in Scotland in June 1966 

https://drewfamily.uk/89-weddings-and-births/
https://pinewoodgroup.com/
https://drewfamily.uk/66-entertainment-in-the-late-1950s/
https://drewfamily.uk/66-entertainment-in-the-late-1950s/
https://drewfamily.uk/88-health-matters/
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During some of this period, we had a static caravan at Sea Palling.217 Mum and dad bought this in 
October 1964218. I am not sure how long we had the caravan for or how often we used it. Grandma 
and grandad went there in April 1965 to see the caravan with Linda and Clarence Reeve. In July that 
year, mum and Alan went to Sea Palling for the day while Liz stayed with grandma and grandad. It was 
a Wednesday so presumably Tricia and I were at school. In August that year, the four of us and mum 
went there with Ken, Pearl and Andrew Hodges, Eva and grandma and we all, except Tricia, went there 
with Jim and Renie. In August 1966, Tricia, Alan and I stayed overnight at the caravan with grandma. 
Mum, dad and Liz picked us up the next day. That same month, grandma and grandad went with mum 
and the four of us to the caravan. Grandad had gone to replace a window in the caravan that had 
fallen out.  However, I am not sure it was successful as he went there again the following week with 
Tom and he said that they made a job of the window at the caravan. The caravan is not mentioned 
again after that so it is possible we sold it in or after the summer of 1966. It is also possible that we 
went there at different times and that these were not all recorded by grandad. However, while I have 
some memories of having had the caravan, they are not as strong as other memories, such as family 
trips to the seaside at Walcott or holidays at Butlins. I do recall, from Hellesdon, going to the coast 
using White Woman Lane but I see this was basically a way to get to the North Walsham Road and this 
route could be used to go to both Sea Palling and Walcott. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We also took holidays each year. Our main holiday during this period was an annual trip to Butlins. 
We had first gone there, to Clacton, in 1964.219 In June 1965, we went to Skegness, in August 1966 to 
Clacton again, in July 1967 to Minehead, in May 1968 to Barry and, in July 1969, to Filey. I am not sure 
why and how we managed to go at those times. Presumably, we had to miss school for the trip to 
Skegness in June 1965 and perhaps the same for Barry in 1968 although that might have been half-
term. I have a 1965 Butlins brochure/booking form and that contains a price list. If my calculations are 
correct, we would have paid £47 10 0220 to go to Skegness that year as compared to £56 5 0 if we had 
gone at the peak period in July.221  

 
217 I don’t know precisely where this was. There are currently three caravan sites/parks in Sea Palling. However, Keith Farm looks more like 
a camp and caravan site where you would take a touring caravan. Golden Beach and Dune Lodge are both caravan parks in Sea Palling. I 
could not find details of when these two parks opened but it seems that Golden Beach Holiday Park is the most longstanding. But, Dune 
Lodge is closer to the beach and the sand dunes. It looks more familiar and I think you could get from the caravan to the beach without 
going on a road but I am not sure. I do have recollections of the beach area in Sea Palling. 
218 See Chapter 81.  
219 See Chapter 81.  
220 This is based on £13 10 each for mum and dad, £6 for Tricia (junior), £5 each for Alan and me (child) and £4 10 for Liz (infant).  
221 It is worth noting that this was a special form for people who had never been to Butlins before. However, I have assumed that the 
prices were the same for people who had been there before but perhaps without the offer of a £2 refund if the person did not agree that 
it was one of the best holidays they ever had.  
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Above left – Static caravan site   
Above right – beach area in Sea Palling 

https://www.campingandcaravanningclub.co.uk/campsites/uk/norfolk/sea-palling/keithfarm/
https://lovatparks.com/locations/norfolk/golden-beach-holiday-park
https://www.facebook.com/dunelodgecaravanpark
https://drewfamily.uk/81-entertainment-in-the-early-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/81-entertainment-in-the-early-1960s/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/34240
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/385977
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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1952 Butlins newspaper advert 
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Extracts from 1965 Butlins 
brochure/special booking form 
Above – front cover 
Right – inside page with offer to 
refund £2 profit if the person 
does not agree that their stay 
was one of the best holidays they 
ever had. 
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1965 Butlins booking form 
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Although the diaries mostly only shared basic 
details, such as that we went and came 
back222, mum did note that, in 1967, we did 
stay one night in Bridgwater223 en route to 
Minehead, so that we could visit Cheddar 
Gorge.224 I vaguely recall this.225  
 
I have pieced together other material from 
memories, from photos among mum’s 
papers and from some online sources.226  
 
I vaguely recall that arriving and checking in 
took up much of Saturday and there was not 
that much to do that day, apart from 

 
222 Grandad’s main focus was on what he was doing while we were away. For example, in 1967, he mentioned that he and grandma were 
keeping an eye on our house including feeding my fish. 
223 Mum spelled this as Bridgewater.  
224 Cheddar Gorge is a well-known limestone gorge in South West England. Most of the land around the gorge is owned by the National 
Trust.   
225 We may have done this because it is over 300 miles from Norwich to Minehead but only 27 miles to Minehead from Bridgwater. I don’t 
recall when we had to check in at Butlins but this would have allowed us to do this earlier. I vaguely recall it being on a Saturday morning 
but perhaps it was afternoon to give the previous week’s campers time to leave. I am not sure we did this when we went to other distant 
Butlins camps, e.g. Barry Island (285 miles from Norwich) and Filey (180 miles from Norwich). However, according to grandad, we left to 
go to Barry on a Friday and to Filey on the Saturday. I suspect we did stay over somewhere en route to Barry but the details were not 
recorded in the diaries. We also went to Cheddar Gorge on a later holiday in 1972 (see Chapter 106). 
226 In particular, from the excellent Butlin Memories website.  

 

Cheddar Gorge 

© Colin Smith and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence  

  

Further extracts from 1965 Butlins brochure/special booking form 
Above left – details of 1965 tariffs with the prices for the week we went to Skegness highlighted 
Above right – marketing information targeting parents with children 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bridgwater
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cheddar_Gorge#Recreational_use
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cheddar-gorge
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cheddar-gorge
https://drewfamily.uk/106-entertainment-in-the-early-1970s/
http://www.butlins-memories.com/other/faq/index.htm
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5265630
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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planning what we might do for the rest of the week. Cars had to be parked in a central car park and 
there was a central reception where keys were collected and I think that is probably when we got the 
programme for the week which also included the all-important camp map. The sites were big, 
particularly to us as children. Luggage had to then be collected from the car and taken to the chalet.  
  

 

This is us at Butlins in Clacton in 1966. Liz (in pram), Alan, mum. Tricia, dad and me. One thing to note here 
– and in a number of other Butlins’ photos – is that mum is wearing trousers (slacks). Also, the prominent 
cigarette advert is interesting. Although such adverts were common then they are banned now. 

https://www.lightstraw.uk/butlins/reception1.html
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Front cover of Butlin’s programme from Clacton 1966 
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I managed to acquire some Entertainment Guides for different Butlins camps for different years 
including this one for Clacton from 1966, the year we were there.  
Top – camp information – I have highlighted meal times and also the chalet patrol. In 1966, all those 
coming to Butlins were on full board. 
Above – the all-important camp map. For a map of Skegness camp in 1969 see here.  

http://www.butlins-memories.com/skegness/entguides/1969/page004.htm
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Extracts from the 1966 Clacton Entertainment Guide 
Top – programme for Wednesday  
Above – junior and children’s programme including details of the names of competitions and details 
of where lost children would be taken 
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I recall that the chalets were in long lines, that they occupied much of the camp and they were colour-
coded. I am aware that they were considered quite basic, certainly by today’s standards. They 
definitely did not have televisions but that is not something we would have expected. As far as I recall, 
they did have hot water and a bathroom but I could be wrong on this. To be honest, those things were 
not that important to me at that age plus we were not in the chalet much! We really only went there 
to sleep. We took our meals in the dining room and we were out at one activity or another all day, 
every day! The chalet keys included a deposit token, which costs 2/6. Keys and their deposit tokens 
were used in the camp as deposits for various kinds of equipment, such as snooker cues. I don’t recall 
if we children had our own chalet keys but I assume not. 
 
 

  

Top - Junior and Children’s Programme for Tuesday to Friday in Clacton in 1966 
Above – us outside our chalet in Skegness in 1965. Left – Tricia, mum, Liz, me and Alan  Right – Tricia, 
Liz, dad, Alan and me 
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Initially, I understand the only catering option at Butlins was full board and this is the option we took 
even when other options were becoming available. I think mum agreed with Billy Butlin that holidays 
were a time to escape the chores of cooking and cleaning. We were allocated a table in a particular 

 

 

  

Above and right – Chalet token from Clacton 
Below – set of chalet keys with red deposit paid 
token – possibly from Filey 

http://www.butlins-memories.com/other/faq/index.htm
http://www.butlins-memories.com/other/faq/index.htm
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dining room for either first or second sitting. I vaguely recall that some of the dining rooms had names 
like Kent or Windsor. There was a relatively basic, fixed menu and food was delivered to the table. I 
really don’t know how mum and dad handled the need for a gluten-free diet for Alan. I suspect mum 
took some things and then gave him naturally gluten-free things that were available. I imagine most 
of the cooked meals were “meat and two veg” as that was the norm then. I think I have a dining room 
photo from each of the camps we went to during this period and they look as if they are from 
breakfast. From memory, I think Butlins had a photographer who took meal-time photos which you 
could later purchase. In the photos, until 1967, we appear to be wearing some kind of clothes 
protector/apron/bib. I don’t know if these were supplied by Butlins or mum, but the latter seems more 
likely! In the photo from Clacton 1966, the waiter can be seen holding a multi-plate rack which I 
vaguely recall and must have been one of the features Butlins used to get everyone served quickly.  
 

 

 

Top – Skegness 1965 showing Tricia, mum, Alan, me and dad 
Above – Clacton 1966 showing me, dad, Tricia, mum and Alan 
I am not sure where Liz is in either of these pictures. Plus I note that Alan doesn’t have food in either of 
them! 
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Top – Minehead 1967 showing unknown, dad, Liz, Tricia, Alan, mum and me 
Middle – Barry 1968 showing me, dad, Tricia, Liz, mum and Alan 
Above – Filey 1969 showing Tricia, mum, Alan, Liz, dad and me  Liz is in these photos and Alan has food 
(although Tricia does not in 1967 and I don’t in either 1968 or 1969!) Mum does not look too well in the 
1967 and 1968 photos 
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I think one of the reasons why we children loved Butlins so much was that there was so much for us 
to do and presumably that was why mum and dad liked it too!227 There were competitions and other 
organised events, such as swimming instruction, films, sports days, games, skating, trampolining, 
quizzes, beetle drives etc. In addition, there were facilities we could use as much as we wanted, such 
as amusement parks, boating lakes, miniature railways etc. In addition, children could take part in 
activities for adults and families. I believe Tricia and I did ballroom-type dancing, including something 
called the Boston Two Step. One of the main attractions was that everything was “free”228 This meant 
that children could do everything they wanted to do without having to keep asking parents for money. 
I confess that this was my first experience of funfairs etc., at a very young age, so I recall being 
surprised at having to pay for individual rides at funfairs outside Butlins! I recall being allowed, even 
from a very young age, to wander around the entirety of the site. There were Redcoats specifically to 
work with children plus the site was fully enclosed but I can’t imagine that such roaming would be 
allowed now! I believe we had to wear some kind of ID round our necks229 and there was a designated 
place where lost children were taken. Although there were no mobile phones, there was a tannoy 
system and I think this was used to alert parents to lost children. At night, there was a chalet patrol 
service which would report to parents any children crying or making other noises. I am not sure if mum 
and dad used this but I can’t imagine such a service being allowed now! 
 
On the Butlins Memories website, it says that there was so much to do that it “was quite possible for 
a family to remain on Butlins soil for the entire duration of their trip, and many did”. We largely did. I 
think it was possible to get to the beach from some (possibly all) of the camps. I seem to recall going 
to the beach once but being concerned that I was missing out on activities back in the camp! Mum 
and dad must have gone out of the camp sometimes, not least in 1966 in Clacton, when Alan was in 
hospital with asthma. But, mostly I think we stayed in the camp. 
 
Perhaps one of the things Butlins was most known for was the various competitions they held, some 
of which were decidedly wacky, such as the glamorous grandmother and knobbly knees. Some were 
“of their time” such as various beauty contests and “Junior Tarzan”. Some of the talent competitions 
were relatively serious. Most of the photos in mum’s albums were of us in various such competitions. 

 

 
227 The camps were certainly marketed on this basis. 
228 I’m sure grandad or one of my parents would have pointed out that it was not really free but was included in the price of admission! 
229 Although I don’t see this in any of the photos. 

There was some kind of family photo 
competition that might have been called 
“Happy Families” or some such thing. I recall 
this being very stressful with a lot of yelling 
and arguments getting ready. Needless to 
say, we never won this although I think mum 
put quite a lot of effort in as can be seen 
from the matching outfits in some of the 
years. This photo is of us taking part in this 
competition in Skegness in 1965. It shows 
Alan, dad, me, Tricia, mum and Liz. 

http://www.butlins-memories.com/other/faq/index.htm
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More “Happy Families” photos 
Top left – Clacton 1966 showing Alan, mum, 
Tricia, Liz, dad and me 
Above – Minehead 1967 showing me, Liz, 
dad, Alan, mum and Tricia 
Above left – Barry Island 1968 showing me, 
Liz, dad, mum, Alan and Tricia 
Left – Filey 1969 showing me, Liz, dad, Alan, 
mum and Tricia 
 
I think Alan and I are in coordinated clothes 
in all the photos. Mum and Tricia are 
coordinated in Clacton, Liz and Tricia in Filey 
and all three of them in Minehead.  
 
I don’t know if I am reading too much into it 
but the 1968 photo looks particularly forced. 
Mum does not look well and there is a 
noticeable gap between mum and dad and 
me and everyone! In all the photos (except 
for 1965), Liz is with dad.  
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According to the entertainment programmes for Minehead in 1968 and Skegness in 1969, there was 
a mother and child contest which required the child to be over two but under ten. It appears that 
mum took part with Tricia in 1965 and 1966 but with me in 1967. I am not sure why as Tricia was only 
nine in 1967 so would still have been young enough to take part.  
  

  

 

Mother and child 
competitions 
Top left – mum and Tricia 
(#22) in Skegness in 1965 
Above – mum and Tricia 
(#27) in Clacton in 2966 
Left – mum and me (#9) in 
Minehead in 1967  

http://www.butlins-memories.com/minehead/entguides/1968/page22.htm
http://www.butlins-memories.com/skegness/entguides/1969/page022.htm
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There was also a Father and Son competition.230 Mum 
only had one photo of me and dad in this and that was 
from Clacton in 1966. 
 
There was also a Bonny Baby competition for the under 
threes so Liz was eligible from 1965 to 1967 and there 
are photos of her in this in each of those years, with 
mum in Skegness in 1965 and with dad in Clacton in 
1966 and in Minehead in 1967.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
230 I have no idea why it was Father and Son but Mother and Child.  

 

Top right - dad and me #71) in the Father and Son competition in Clacton in 1966 
Top left – mum and Liz (#21) in the Bonny Baby competition in Skegness  in 1965. It is worth noting that 
mum and one of the other mothers are wearing trousers (slacks) 
Above left – dad and Liz (#62) in the Bonny Baby competition in Clacton in 1966. Again, the mother in this 
picture is wearing trousers (slacks) 
Above right – dad and Liz (#22) in the Bonny Baby competition in Minehead in 1967 
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One of the things that strikes me from these photos is that there must have been a considerable 
amount of thought and planning put into the outfits for these various competitions, not to mention 
simply the amount of packing involved. This was particularly the case for the Fancy Dress competitions 
we were involved in over that period. These outfits were not shop-bought or rented. They appear to 
have been home-made and were often quite elaborate and bulky! I don’t know if they were made on 
site or brought from home but I suspect the latter. In Skegness in 1965, Alan competed as Andy Pandy 
and I suspect this was the same costume that I had previously worn to a Mile Cross Fancy Dress 
competition.231  Tricia and I had fairly simple costumes as Jack and Jill from the nursery rhyme. It 
appears that there may have been different competitions for different age groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Clacton in 1966 and Minehead in 1967232, we had the same costumes and these were particularly 
elaborate.233 Alan was dressed as a milk bottle with a sign saying “I’m your extra pinta”. This alluded 
to a well-known TV advertising campaign promoting milk. Tricia and I competed dressed as a bottle of 
medicine and a packet of sugar with the sign “a spoonful of sugar helps the medicine go down” 
referring to the well-known song in “Mary Poppins”. I don’t know if the standard of competition was 
declining but we won two second prizes with these outfits in Minehead in 1967.234 
 
There is only one photo of Liz in Fancy Dress and that is from Minehead in 1967. This has her carrying 
a chamber pot with a label saying “one for the pot”. I confess I don’t really understand this but I 
imagine it is meant to be humorous! I think my problem is that I don’t know “one for the pot” as a 
particularly well-known phrase.  There was a stage farce by that name in London that ran from 1959 
to 1963 so perhaps that was well-known at the time and the outfit is alluding to that? I really don’t 
know! 
  

 
231 See Chapter 79. 
232 At least, that is how the pictures are presented in mum’s photo album. But, all the Butlins photos are together which makes me think 
that mum did not put them into the albums at the time but sometime later so it is possible that some photos are mis-classified. In this 
case, in particular, the four photos may all be from Minehead as the first two seem to relate to the actual competition and the second two 
to the prize ceremony. On the one hand, Tricia and I appear to be wearing the same shoes, which might indicate they are from the same 
year. But, Alan is wearing different shoes. So assuming, any prize ceremony was directly after the competition, might this indicate it was 
different years? From what I know of mum, it seems relatively unlikely to me that she would have reused a non-winning entry from one 
year the next year but I could be wrong! 
233 And our children seem to have found these particularly amusing! 
234 I have the certificate for the second prize won by me and Tricia but assume that I passed Alan’s certificate to his family after mum’s 
death.  

  

Fancy Dress competition in Skegness in 1965 
Left – Alan as Andy Pandy with mum. He is number 22 but he is not holding up his number very 
well! 
Right – me and Tricia as Jack and Jill (#9) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjbrt2orwUk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Spoonful_of_Sugar
https://www.stagewhispers.com.au/reviews/one-pot
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Middle left – Alan winning second prize for fancy dress in Minehead, 1967 
Above left – Tricia and me winning second prize for fancy dress in Minehead, 1967 
Above right – the certificate Tricia and I won for second prize in the Fancy Dress Competition in Minehead 
in 1967 
 

Top left – Alan as “your extra pinta” (#38) in the 
Fancy Dress Competition.  
Top right – me and Tricia as “a spoonful of 
sugar” in the Fancy Dress Competition. 
According to mum’s album, these were in 
Clacton in 1966. But, I wonder if they were, in 
fact, in Minehead in 1967 
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There are a number of photos of Alan and I appearing in Junior Tarzan competitions.235 Tricia took part 
in similar competitions for girls which I think were called Junior Princess. Alan won first prize in the 
Junior Tarzan competition in Clacton in 1966 and then promptly spent much of the holiday in hospital 
with asthma!236 I believe that the first prize was a free week at Butlins that could be used the following 
year. Of course, that meant that the rest of the family needed to go as well and pay. But, in our case, 
we would have gone anyway so I imagine this might have been thought of as quite a considerable 
prize by mum and dad.  
  

 
235 In Clacton, in 1964, I won third prize – see Chapter 81.  
236 See Chapter 88. On 2 September, grandma, grandad, Tom and Amy came to visit us at Butlins. Grandad noted that Alan was still in 
hospital.  

Liz with dad in the Fancy Dress competition in Minehead in 1967. Her sign reads “one for the pot” but I 
am not sure entirely what that is alluding to! 

https://drewfamily.uk/81-entertainment-in-the-early-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/88-health-matters/
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Top left – Alan and me (#26 and #27) in Junior Tarzan in Skegness in 1965  
Top right – Alan (#49) in Junior Tarzan in Clacton in 1966  Middle left – me (#35) in Junior Tarzan in Clacton in 
1966    
Middle right- me (#48) in Junior Tarzan in Minehead in 1967 
Above left – Tricia in Junior Princess in Clacton in 1966 (#49) and Above right – in Minehead in 1967 (#16)   
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Many aspects of the camps were seen as very modern at the time237, and even futuristic, such as the 
monorail at Skegness. This was built in 1965, the year we went there, and was around a mile long. It 
was the first commercial monorail in the UK although another was added in Minehead in 1967 and 
this operated until 1998 when it was closed following an accident. In Skegness, new trains were 
installed in 1993 but the monorail was scrapped in 2003. A train then spent 18 years in a field in 
Lincolnshire before becoming part of a festival set. 

 
  

 
237 And they were marketed on this basis.  

 

 

Top – on the monorail in Skegness in 1965 – 
mum, Tricia, me, Alan and dad 
Above – 1965 postcard showing the 
monorail in Skegness 
Right – 1974 postcard showing the monorail 
in Skegness  

http://www.butlins-memories.com/skegness/overyears.htm
https://www.lincolnshirelive.co.uk/news/local-news/mystery-how-old-butlins-monorail-5059270
https://www.lincolnshirelive.co.uk/news/local-news/mystery-how-old-butlins-monorail-5059270
https://www.lincolnshirelive.co.uk/news/local-news/mystery-over-whereabouts-butlins-monorail-5852103
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Also, among mum’s papers, I found a number of little red plastic photo viewers. If you hold them up 

to the light, they contain small photos of us children. I passed those of the others to them after mum 

died but I still have the one of me and understand that these were keyrings from Butlins.238   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Going through all this old Butlins stuff, photos and online memorabilia, has brought back lots of 
memories. I think I recall having one (or more) of the souvenir tins from Butlins and the photo shows 
the design that I think I recall which I believe was a tea caddy.   
  

 
238 Although mine no longer has the metallic chain.  

 

 

Above – red photo viewer from Butlins 
Right – image of me contained in photo viewer. I don’t know 
which Butlins this is from but I would guess Filey in 1969. I 
would have been nine at the time and the shirt looks like the 
same one I was wearing in the dining room picture from that 
year! 

 

Vintage Butlins tin – I 
believe this was a tea 
caddy 
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In February 1967239, mum went on her own to Preston to stay with Mary and Derrick Leach. I am not 
sure why but this was at a time when her mental health was poor so perhaps she turned to them, as 
her friends, for support. She started a course of ECT within two weeks of returning from Preston.240 
Mum does not say anything about the arrangements for us while she was away. I can only assume 
that dad took some time off work. On Friday the 9th, grandad noted that he and grandma had Liz and 
Alan all day. Tom and Amy were staying with them and Tom picked me and Tricia up for tea.241 Dad 
picked us up about 17.30 and had tea at grandma and grandad’s. On Monday the 13th, grandad noted 
that dad brought washing for grandma to do. She took it back the next day and she spent the Tuesday 
at ours.242 Mum came back on the 16th. In June 1969, mum went on her own with Gwen Hart for a 
holiday in Iona.243 
 
In April 1968, mum, dad and the four of us visited Dorothy Taylor in Ripon and then we went on to 
Jennifer Seville’s wedding in Driffield. We got back on the 16th. On Friday 19th, we all went for tea at 
grandma and grandad’s as dad was still on holiday. I think I recall going to Dorothy’s on this occasion. 
I certainly remember visiting a farm in Ripon around that age. I also presume the photos that were 
among mum’s slides were from that trip. I don’t recall Jennifer’s wedding and I have not yet found any 
photos from that.  
 
 
 
  

 
239 According to mum, she went on the 8th and, according to grandad, on the 9th.  
240 See Chapter 88.  
241 Presumably after school.  
242 From 9am to 4pm – presumably so dad could go to work. She also came to us babysitting the next day. However, grandad’s diary does 
not give the impression of any sort of crisis or that they were called on particularly excessively that week. Most of the diary’s focus that 
week is on trips he and grandma made with Tom and Amy.  
243 See Chapter 90. 

 

 

 

I think these photos were taken on that trip to Ripon in April 1968 
Above left – Heather, Dorothy and Jill 
Top right -Tricia, Liz, me, Jill and Dorothy  Above right – Tricia, me and Heather 

https://drewfamily.uk/88-health-matters/
https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
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In August 1968, dad, Tricia and I went youth hostelling244 in Derbyshire for a week. Mum took us to 
Dovedale where we were starting. We left Alan and Liz with grandma and grandad for the day. 
Grandad noted that Tom dropped them back at our house at 6.30pm. We came home after just over 
a week.245 Edna Bust picked us up in Matlock and brought us home.246  
 
I suppose it was odd that we went on a separate holiday with dad and not with mum as well. I don’t 
know how this was decided or why Alan and Liz were not involved. I guess they would not have 
managed a walking holiday of this nature at their age but that does not really explain why we took a 
holiday of this type.247 I confess I never really gave it much consideration at the time nor since as it did 
not seem odd to me then. It was just how it was. With the benefit of hindsight, I think I can see that 
there were problems between mum and dad, which ultimately led them to separate and divorce, and 
they were already beginning to live separate lives. But, I was really not aware of this at the time. I 
loved those walking holidays with dad and have very strong memories of them.248 We did later do a 
youth hostelling holiday in Cornwall249 with the whole family but I don’t think I enjoyed it as much. I 
didn’t like travelling by car when dad had always told us that the idea of youth hostels was to travel 
under your own steam, e.g. walking or biking.250 In addition, mum and dad had very different attitudes 
to planning, particularly in relation to meals. With dad, he would just decide something on the day. 
For lunch, we would just buy bread, butter, jam etc and he would make sandwiches by the roadside. 
For breakfast and evening meal, I think we ate at the hostel using their catering where possible. From 
what I recall, when we went with 
mum, she had a whole menu 
planned out for the week. I guess 
she would have argued that you 
needed to with more to cater for 
and Alan’s dietary needs but I think 
mum and dad were just completely 
different in this regard.  
 
Reading the YHA Handbook for 1968 reminded me of the rule about having sheet sleeping bags as the 
hostel just supplied blankets and not sheets. I recall these as mum insisted that I use one with my 
sleeping bag when I went on school camping trips. While it might seem sensible, to protect the main 
sleeping bag, I was the only one required to do this which was not a comfortable position to be in!  
 
Although it is not recorded in the diaries, I can probably recall the itinerary for that first trip. It is 
possible that I might get something wrong and may conflate it with later trips  but I am fairly confident 
that what I remember is roughly correct. I know for sure we started in Dovedale on the 9th and finished 
in Matlock on the 18th. From memory, Tricia and I had our own small rucksacks which we carried while 
dad carried a bigger one.251 I recall them having thin straps which we padded with sponge to stop 
them cutting into our shoulders too much. I also recall the things inside the bag being wrapped in 
plastic to stop them getting wet when it rained, a practice I later followed on travels on my own. 

 
244 Britain’s first youth hostel opened in 1929 . By 1950, the Youth Hostels Association had more than 300 hostels and more than 230,000 
members.   
245 We went on Friday 9 August 1968 and returned on Sunday 18th.  
246 Sadly, that is about all the diaries say about this trip and I don’t have any photographs. So, most things here are pieced together from 
memory and online sources. In addition, I have my diary which covers a youth hostelling trip I made in 1976 and, in 2023, my wife Jo and I 
took a nostalgic trip walking in Derbyshire. 
247 I believe dad had been on youth hostelling holidays in the Peak District with friends when he was younger, before he was married, and I 
think that is why he wanted to take us.  
248 They inspired me to take similar holidays as a teenager both with friends and on my own. I think they are probably responsible, at least 
in part, for my continued love of travelling, exploring and walking.  
249 See Chapter 106. 
250 Apparently, this had been a rule but was changing by the late 1960s although the rule still featured prominently in the 1968 handbook. 
Also, while walking youth hostelling holidays were practical in the Peak District where the hostels were close together, they were less 
practical elsewhere. I don’t know why but we never cycled for youth hostelling. I don’t recall either of my parents being cyclists.  
251 And, in reality, probably carried most of the stuff! 

My recollections 
 
I remember dad telling this story many times and I may recall the 
actual event! One lunchtime while we were walking, it was raining 
really hard so Tricia and I were outside in the rain while dad was 
under his cape making sandwiches for us! A woman went by and 
tutted saying it was terrible that he had left us outside in the rain, 
not realising that he was making sandwiches for us! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dovedale
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/ilam/Hartington,+Buxton/Buxton/Tideswell,+Buxton/Castleton,+Hope+Valley/Edale,+Hope+Valley/Eyam,+Hope+Valley/Bakewell/Matlock/@53.2111627,-1.8736649,11z/data=!3m2!4b1!5s0x487a18ecff099ee1:0xd0c73d4429c46756!4m56!4m55!1m5!1m1!1s0x487a22ce701de3e3:0xeb06ef5e162b6b36!2m2!1d-1.799848!2d53.055122!1m5!1m1!1s0x487a24b7de30b495:0xcf08341236faec1e!2m2!1d-1.8098712!2d53.1409006!1m5!1m1!1s0x487a2414c22d7fa1:0xca079a2151fbb5bf!2m2!1d-1.91483!2d53.259082!1m5!1m1!1s0x487a2e88b64efaeb:0x808b169c000e733!2m2!1d-1.77589!2d53.276798!1m5!1m1!1s0x487a2d06ac8b9919:0x1cdab5b3654820ed!2m2!1d-1.7765105!2d53.3436814!1m5!1m1!1s0x487bd2b6ff476b13:0xdceb6f34f9a5b782!2m2!1d-1.8157636!2d53.3672793!1m5!1m1!1s0x487a297ea829684d:0x10d621e7d907d020!2m2!1d-1.6710995!2d53.284166!1m5!1m1!1s0x487987749f9846c1:0x474111f1604dd076!2m2!1d-1.676171!2d53.215207!1m5!1m1!1s0x487987e12d158689:0xdfc8a7f7df668c75!2m2!1d-1.551774!2d53.137156!3e2
https://www.yha.org.uk/about-yha/history
https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/79a351d4-8726-340f-b7da-f5fd711500f4
https://drewfamily.uk/2023/10/28/a-nostalgic-walk-in-the-peak-district/
https://drewfamily.uk/106-entertainment-in-the-early-1970s/
https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/79a351d4-8726-340f-b7da-f5fd711500f4
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Another thing I recall about staying at youth hostels at that time was that everyone who was staying 
there was given a chore in the morning that they were expected to carry out before leaving that day.  
 

 

  

 

Above – large YHA sign 
Left – YHA Peak District badge 
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Top – enamel youth hostel sign 
Middle left – YHA car mascot with iconic triangular green sign 
Middle right – rucksack that reminds me of the small rucksacks Tricia and I carried while youth hostelling. I 
particularly recall the thin straps! 
Above – YHA handbook 1968 showing (left) front cover and (right) first page which shows that the rule about 
travelling under your own steam was still in place in 1968, the year we first went youth hostelling with dad. 
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Information from YHA Handbook 1968. Regulation 11 specifies that members need to carry out 
duties as assigned by the warden. The hostel charges were 5/- per night for dad and 3/- for me 
and Tricia as juvenile members. 
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For our youth hostelling holidays, we were members of the 
Youth Hostel Association (YHA) and we had membership cards. 
Sadly, I no longer have mine but this photo (above) shows what 
the adult (senior) cards were like in the period from 1949 to 
1968. They show the price of membership which rose from 10/- 
in 1949 to 20/- in 1968.  
 
I recall that these cards had a page (left) where each hostel 
you stayed at could stamp the card to show you had stayed 
there. 
 
Inset above is a YHA badge from around that time. I recall the 
green triangle symbol as this was displayed outside all youth 
hostels at the time.  
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Front cover of the book Peak District 
Hostels: Youth Hostels in Derbyshire 
and Neighbouring Counties. I don’t 
know the precise date of the book 
but it is early, pre-1956, as it does 
not include the hostels at Matlock or 
Bakewell 

This book is described as the youth 
hosteller’s guide to the Peak District. 
It was published in 1998. Mainly, it 
consists of route descriptions. It is 
beautifully illustrated with excellent 
drawings of many of the hostels in 
the Peak District 
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Map of youth hostels in the Peak District from the book Peak District Hostels: Youth Hostels in Derbyshire 
and Neighbouring Counties. I have annotated this copy of it to show the route of our trip. I have included the 
hostels in Bakewell and Matlock even though they are not on the map.  
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I think the first hostel we stayed in was Ilam Hall.252 From there, we walked to Hartington253 and I think 
the first part of that would have been through Dovedale to Milldale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
252 This remains open as a youth hostel set within National Trust parkland. I came across an excellent document with historical details of all 
YHA hostels. The version I found is dated March 2020. Based on this, it seems it opened in 1932. In 1934, Robert McDougal gifted the 
property to the National Trust on the condition that the Hall should be available to the Youth Hostel Association (YHA). 
253 About eight miles.  

 
 

© Hall Family and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons 
Licence  

© Marathon and licensed for reuse under this 
Creative Commons Licence  

 

Top left – the stepping stones in Dovedale  
Top right – Ilam Hall in Dovedale  
Above – postcard of Ilam Hall with badge 
inset 

https://www.yha.org.uk/hostel/yha-ilam-hall
https://calmview.bham.ac.uk/GetDocument.ashx?db=Catalog&fname=YHA+Historical+listing+of+all+youth+hostels+and+associated+accommodation+Y900003.pdf
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1282705
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5589381
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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We then stayed at the youth hostel at Hartington Hall.254  
 

 
 

  

 
254 Which became a youth hostel in 1934 and remains one.  

Top – Hartington Hall with cloth badge inset 
Above – postcard of Hartington Hall Youth Hostel with metal badge inset 
 

© Neil Theasby and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hartington_Hall
https://www.yha.org.uk/hostel/yha-hartington-hall
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/3113119
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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From there, we walked to Buxton where we stayed in the youth hostel.255 I am confident that we made 
this particular journey on this trip as it assumed almost legendary status within dad’s “book” of stories! 
I recall it being a very long way and, in my head, I remember it as 14 miles.256 I always remember dad 
encouraging us to continue, on this trip and others, by saying it was easier if you kept going and harder 
if you kept stopping! 
 

I believe we walked to 
Ravenstor Youth Hostel in 
Miller’s Dale.257 I recall that 
Miller’s Dale was one of dad’s 
favourite places in the Peak 
District and that he preferred it 
to Dovedale. The Ravenstor 
Youth Hostel was one of our 
favourites and it is still in 
operation.258  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
255 The youth hostel in Buxton is now no longer in existence. It opened in 1940 and closed in 2003. Apparently, it was sold for £360,000 in 
the aftermath of the foot and mouth epidemic. Shortly afterwards it was demolished. It was located at the bottom of Harpur Hill Road and 
was known as Sherbrook Lodge. In 2007, there was a planning application to build 14 houses on the site. 
256 Although Google has it as nearer to 11. Regardless, I guess it was some kind of achievement for an eight year old.  
257 A distance of about eight miles.  
258 It opened in 1938.  

  

 

 

Above – postcard of former 
youth hostel in Buxton with 
badge inset 
Right – Ravenstor Youth Hostel 
in 1983 
 

©Nigel Thompson  and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Millers_Dale
https://www.yha.org.uk/hostel/yha-ravenstor
https://www.yha.org.uk/hostel/yha-ravenstor
https://explorebuxton.co.uk/in-pictures-7-buildings-in-buxton-that-no-longer-exist/
https://calmview.bham.ac.uk/GetDocument.ashx?db=Catalog&fname=YHA+Historical+listing+of+all+youth+hostels+and+associated+accommodation+Y900003.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_buildings_of_Buxton
http://planning.highpeak.gov.uk/portal/servlets/ApplicationSearchServlet?PKID=100488
https://calmview.bham.ac.uk/GetDocument.ashx?db=Catalog&fname=YHA+Historical+listing+of+all+youth+hostels+and+associated+accommodation+Y900003.pdf
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/4355552
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Jo and I started our 2023 walk in Buxton close to the site of the former youth hostel and walked to 
Ravenstor. I am not sure of the route we took with dad in 1968 but it would have been different from 
2023 as, on the recent trip, we ended up on the Monsal Trail which only opened in 1981.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

  

Top – postcard of Ravenstor Youth Hostel with badge inset 
Above left – the Monsal Trail follows the route of an old 
railway and is noted for having multiple Tunnels. On our way 
from Buxton to Ravenstor, we went through three of them – 
Rusher Cutting and Chee Dale 1 and 2. This image  shows 
Chee Dale 2 first followed by Chee Dale 1. 
Above right – Ravenstor Youth Hostel August 2023 
Right – one of the bunk beds in our room at Ravenstor. We 
had a six-bedded dorm for our exclusive use 
 

https://drewfamily.uk/2023/10/28/a-nostalgic-walk-in-the-peak-district/
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In 1968, we then went from Ravenstor to Castleton259 and stayed in the youth hostel there.260 Over 
the years, we spent time in Castleton including at Peveril castle261 and the various caverns. Dad had 
strong views about the relative merits of the different Castleton caverns believing that Treak Clff was 
the best and that Speedwell was the most over-rated!262  
 

 

 

  

 
259 Which is about another eight mile walk.  
260 Nowadays, the youth hostel in Castleton is at Losehill Hall but it was only acquired by YHA in 2011 and is not the building I recall which 
was Castleton Hall in the centre of Castleton on Castle Street close to The George pub. YHA records show that this opened in 1943 and, 
until 1946, was known as Castleton B as there was a Castleton A in Hollowford from 1936 to 1946. The hostel closed at the end of January 
2012. In 2013, there was a planning application to repair and alter the hall so that it could be two private residences. This generated a lot 
of correspondence and documentation and the application was withdrawn in 2015. It was also up for sale at some point but I think this 
may have been in 2015.  
261 There is a sign for the castle just outside Castleton Hall, the former youth hostel.  
262 He considered it a glorified boat ride! I don’t think he ever took us there although I have been there since. He did take us to both Peak 
and Blue John Caverns.  

  
© Martin and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons 
Licence  

© Beep boop beep and licensed for reuse under this 
Creative Commons Licence  

 

Top left – Peveril Castle 
Top right – Castleton Hall – former youth hostel 
in the centre of Castleton with cloth badge inset 
Above – postcard of Castleton Hall Youth Hostel 
Left – advert for Treak Cliff Cavern from the book 
Peak District Hostels: Youth Hostels in Derbyshire 
and Neighbouring Counties 
 

 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/peveril-castle/
https://bluejohnstone.com/
https://speedwellcavern.co.uk/
https://www.yha.org.uk/hostel/yha-castleton-losehill-hall
https://livemore.yha.org.uk/destinations/yha-castleton-losehill-hall-refurbishment
https://www.google.com/maps/@53.3420749,-1.7762059,3a,75y,282.74h,98.32t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sI5f0Aov0n0jae6t_xOzrKQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.thegeorgecastleton.co.uk/
https://calmview.bham.ac.uk/GetDocument.ashx?db=Catalog&fname=YHA+Historical+listing+of+all+youth+hostels+and+associated+accommodation+Y900003.pdf
https://calmview.bham.ac.uk/GetDocument.ashx?db=Catalog&fname=YHA+Historical+listing+of+all+youth+hostels+and+associated+accommodation+Y900003.pdf
https://portal.peakdistrict.gov.uk/07130551
https://media.onthemarket.com/properties/1224092/doc_1_0.pdf
https://www.savills.co.uk/insight-and-opinion/savills-news/186058-0/new-chapter-for-peak-district-s-grade-ii-listed-castleton-hall
https://peakcavern.co.uk/
https://www.bluejohn-cavern.co.uk/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1343464
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Castleton_Hall.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
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On our nostalgic walk in 2023, Jo and I did go to Castleton. However, we did not go there directly from 
Ravenstor but via Bakewell and Eyam. We stayed there for two nights. We did not stay in the current 
youth hostel but in a place called Haddock Hideaway behind Castleton Hall. It is in fact part of the old 
youth hostel. We visited both Peveril Castle and Treak Cliff Cavern while we were in Castleton.   

  

 

  

 

Top left – Castleton Hall in August 2023  Top right – the George Pub in Castleton in August 2023 
Middle left – bedroom in Upper Styx Haddock Hideaway in August 2023  Middle right – view of metal 
staircase leading to Upper Styx Haddock Hideaway with Peveril Castle in the distance 
Bottom left – Peveril Castle in August 2023  Bottom right – Entrance to Treak Cliff Cavern in August 
20923 

https://drewfamily.uk/2023/10/28/a-nostalgic-walk-in-the-peak-district/
https://www.haddockhideaway.com/upper-styx
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In 1968, from Castleton, we walked to Edale. This was (and is) one of my favourite and most 
memorable walks in the Peak District not least, as a child, because it was so short, barely three miles. 
It involved crossing the Great Ridge at Hollins Cross to the east of Mam Tor. On one occasion, I think 
on this walk, it was pouring with rain and we were soaked. When we got to Edale, dad found some 
sort of café and they gave us tea in the biggest mugs I had ever seen! I have been back to Hollins Cross 
a few times since. I went with dad when I was in my twenties, and he must have been in his fifties, 
and I recall that, on this occasion, he was the one who struggled with the going up part! More recently, 
I went there with my wife, Jo and two of our children, Emma and Stephen, in 2012.   

 

 

 

Photos from 2012 visit 
Top left – Stephen, Jo and Emma on the Great Ridge, I think they are walking towards Hollins Cross 
Top right – Mam Tor   
Above – Hollins Cross 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hollins_Cross
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In Edale, we stayed at the youth hostel.263 Edale is a memorable place for me as it marked the 
northernmost point of these walking trips. It also is the start of the Pennine Way, a walk I always hoped 
to do but never did (yet!) It is also strategically placed for Kinder Scout which dad talked about a lot 
but in a way which was quite intimidating, i.e. if you went there, there was a serious risk of getting 
lost and not coming back! He also talked about the mass trespass on Kinder Scout and the Glorious 
Twelfth.264 If my calculations are right, my first visit there would have been on 14 August 1968 when I 
was eight. I think I came away with the impression that, if I went on Kinder Scout, I would either get 
lost or be shot! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On our nostalgic walk in 2023, Jo and I also went from Castleton to Edale via Hollins Cross. We walked 
with friends of ours, Dave and Janet Brown. We also stayed at Edale Youth Hostel. However, this 
marked the end of our trip as we had a shorter time and we were joining other family members in 
Sheffield. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
263 Which is still operational. It is called Rowland Cote and opened in 1945.  
264 Which marks the start of grouse shooting season.  

  
© Neil Turner and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence  

© Dave Dunford and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence  

Edale Youth Hostel, Rowland Cote with badge inset 

 

 

 

 

Above – Hollins Cross in August 2023 
Above right – Edale youth hostel in August 2023 
Right – accommodation at Edale youth hostel in August 2023 

https://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/en_GB/trails/pennine-way/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kinder_Scout
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_trespass_of_Kinder_Scout
https://www.yha.org.uk/hostel/yha-edale-activity-centre
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In 1968, after Edale, the trip details become a 
little more hazy, particularly in relation to where 
we stayed next! There is a youth hostel at 
Hathersage, some eight miles from Edale, and I 
think I have stayed there but it was not on this 
trip as the hostel did not open until 1970. I had 
thought that the most likely candidate for where 
we stayed was the youth hostel at Eyam as I have 
definitely stayed there and it is located between 
Edale and Bakewell. But, it could not have been 
there as it did not open until 1971! I vaguely 
recalled the name Leam Hall and I believe this is 
where we stayed the night after we had been at 
Edale. Leam Hall was a youth hostel between 
1939 and 1970 when it was replaced by the 
hostel in Eyam.  
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© David Hillas and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence  
 

Top right – Hathersage youth hostel with three badges inset 
Top left – Eyam youth hostel with badge inset 
Above left – postcard of Leam Hall youth hostel circa 1940s. The reverse is blank apart from the words 
“YOUTH HOSTELS ASSOCIATION, NORTH MIDLANDS REGION” 
Above right – Leam Hall Hostel from the book Peak District Hostels: Youth Hostels in Derbyshire and 
Neighbouring Counties with badge inset 
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Leam Hall was a ten mile walk from 
Edale. On one occasion, perhaps on 
this trip, we took a train from Edale to 
Hope. It is a relatively short train 
journey, less than ten minutes265, and 
I recall that we waited much longer 
for the train than we spent on it! I 
think we took the train because I was 
desperate to go on a train! Dad may 
also have seen this as a way of 
reducing the distance we had to walk 
as it is only about a five mile walk 
from Hope to Leam Hall.266 
 
We definitely visited the village of Eyam with dad, possibly on this trip as it is roughly en route between 
Leam Hall and Bakewell267 where I think we stayed the next night. Dad was intrigued by Eyam as the 
“plague village” and was very knowledgeable about it and the practice of well dressings.268 I recall 
taking our own children there.269 On our nostalgic walk in 2023, Jo and I visited Eyam. However, we 
were heading in roughly the opposite direction from that we had taken in 1968 as we were heading 
from Bakewell to Castleton. We did not stay at the youth hostel. I think this was because it was not 
available. We stayed at a bed and breakfast called Innisfree Cottage. 

  

 
265 These stations are still open and there is an hourly service between Edale and Hope. Journey time is 6-7 minutes. The service is 
operated by Northern between Manchester Piccadilly and Sheffield. The train route follows the road so loops quite a bit to the north 
before reaching Hope. The route is extremely picturesque.   
266 It is very possible, even likely, that it was dad’s idea originally to get the train, to avoid another relatively long walk, and that he sold it 
to me as my idea as I was very enthusiastic about the idea of getting a train.  
267 It is about an eight mile walk from Leam Hall to Bakewell.  
268 Also see Chapter 69 for details of a chapel visit to Tissington well dressings in  1959.  
269 Although I don’t recall when it was or how old they were but I do recall they were much less interested in the village and its story than I 
had been!  
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Top right – Northern Rail train leaving Edale station heading for Hope 
Above left – St Lawrences’ Church Eyam in August 2023 
Above right – leaflet for the B&B we stayed at in Eyam in August 2023 
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In 1968, I think Dad, Tricia and I stayed at the youth hostel in Bakewell which was still pretty new at 
that point having only opened in 1965. It closed in 2007. It now functions as Sleep Lodge which 
operates with Bagshaw Hall and provides suites with self-catering facilities. In 2023, on our nostalgic 
walk, we went to Bakewell from Ravenstor and then on to Eyam. We walked over Longstone Edge and 
I imagine we would have taken a similar route in 1968, but in the reverse direction.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top left – we saw this sign on our way from Bakewell to Eyam in August 2023. I suspect we walked a 
similar route but in the opposite direction in 1968 
Top right – postcard of youth hostel in Bakewell. This shows very well the sign at the entrance. I believe 
this is the kind of sign I now have 
Middle right – by way of contrast, this is Sleep Lodge in August 2023. I was intrigued to know if the YHA 
sign was still behind the Sleep Lodge sign but it was not possible to see 
Bottom right – postcard of drawing of Bakewell youth hostel 
Bottom left – our room at Sleep Lodge was a bit grander than I imagine it was as a youth hostel! Note 
that everything is packed in plastic bags. My dad would have been proud! Youth hostel badge inset 

https://calmview.bham.ac.uk/GetDocument.ashx?db=Catalog&fname=YHA+Historical+listing+of+all+youth+hostels+and+associated+accommodation+Y900003.pdf.
https://www.bagshawhall.com/about/
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In 1968, from Bakewell, we walked to Matlock270, where we stayed in the youth hostel, which at that 
time was in Matlock Bath.271 We visited various of the tourist sites in Matlock Bath, including the 
Heights of Abraham. One place I particularly recall was Riber Castle and, at that time, there was a 
wildlife park there.272  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
270 Around 10 miles.  
271 This was located in an old vicarage in Brunswood Road and operated from 1956 to 1983 when it was replaced by a hostel in Bank Road 
in Matlock which itself closed in 2007, the building was then used as a Probationary Service office and is now a private house.  
272 Although this closed in 2000 amid criticism of the treatment of animals.     

 

Riber castle 
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Postcard of former youth 
hostel at Matlock Bath with 
badge inset 

Former youth hostel in Matlock Bath  
when it was being used by the 
Derbyshire Probation Trust 

Riber Castle 
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As mentioned above, Edna Bust picked us up in Matlock on Sunday 18 August 1968 and brought us 
home. Dad, Tricia and I went youth hostelling again the following year, in May 1969. I am not sure 
exactly the day we went but grandad noted that only mum, Alan and Liz came for tea on Sunday 26 
May as dad, Tricia and I had gone hiking in Derbyshire. On the 30th, mum came to near Edale273 to pick 
us up. Liz and Alan stayed with grandma and grandad. Grandma walked home with them.274  
 
Grandad also sometimes noted other people’s holidays. For example, in August 1966, Ron, Betty, John 
and Paul Douglas went to Harrogate275 and then to Scotland for just over a week.276 In August 1967, 
Ron went to his mother’s in Harrogate for a week’s holiday. He took the three children, Graham, Paul 
and Caroline. On the day they got back, John went on holiday to Greece.277 In April 1968, mum called 
for Linda Bell who was going with a friend to Spain for a six months working holiday. She came back 
on 2 September 1968.278 In June 1969, Linda Bell and a friend went hitchhiking  to Spain. In July 1969, 
Olive and Alf Holland went on holiday as Olive’s mother, Eva, had been admitted to a nursing home.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
273 I am not sure of where we started and am less sure of the route we took this year. I imagine we started somewhere in the south, maybe 
Matlock, and worked our way north. I am not entirely sure. Potentially, this route was more similar to the one Jo and I took on our 
nostalgic walk in 2023. That also ended in Edale. 
274Dad and I also went youth hostelling in the early seventies, with Alan instead of Tricia, see Chapter 106. I also went youth hostelling at 
least twice in the later 1970s, once with friends and once on my own, in 1976. I have my own diaries for that latter trip.  
275 Where Ron’s mother lived.  
276 I am not sure why they went to Scotland nor why Graham and Caroline did not go. I don’t know if they knew Betty was ill at this point. 
According to grandad’s diary, she had been to hospital in September 1965 but I am not sure if this related to the cancer from which she 
died in July 1967. As far as I can see, this was only diagnosed in January 1967 – see Chapter 88.  
277 Such foreign holidays were still the exception rather than the rule at this time certainly among our circle of family and friends. I think 
John Douglas was a manager at Bonds which may explain why he could take such a holiday. Prior to this, Basil and Hilda Parkin took a 
holiday in Norway in 1963 – see Chapter 81 - but the only other foreign trips documented prior to this related to military service or church 
activities, such as missionaries, see Chapter 90 [I have assumed that the trip to Africa that Mrs Cooper took was church-related but it could 
have been a holiday]. Foreign holidays really became widely accessible from the seventies.  
278 Which was just over four months. I don’t know if she came back earlier or if the six months was just an estimate.  

My recollections 
 
I don’t recall Linda Bell. I doubt if her experiences of foreign travel and holidays influenced me but I recall, 
as a teenager, being dismissive of foreign “package” holidays and being much more attracted to the idea of 
working abroad, e.g. on a kibbutz, which was very popular at the time or, in particular, the idea of hitchhiking 
around Europe, which I did in 1978. There was quite a lot of interest in InterRail at the time and I believe I 
recall Tricia doing some such trip but I regarded this as somewhat tame in comparison to hitching! 
 
I am not sure why our family did not take foreign charter holidays in the seventies and this is a topic to which 
I aim to return once I get that far in the diaries! I expect there were a number of factors including the family 
disruption we were experiencing because of the breakdown of the relationship between mum and dad, 
financial concerns and perhaps some unwillingness, on my part in particular, to be involved in any kind of 
family holiday! I also suspect I was not the only family member to look down a bit on “package” holidays.  
 
My interest in hitchhiking in Europe was fuelled in the mid- to late-seventies 
by coming across Ken Walsh’s book, “Hitch-hiker’s Guide to Europe”. I don’t 
know what happened to my copy but I recently acquired a copy which 
originates from 1977 and looks like the one I had. I found this book extremely 
inspiring with its slightly anarchic and opinionated approach to travelling. This 
is in an era before Lonely Planet or Rough Guides were (widely-)available.   
 
While hitch-hiking was once popular, it has largely fallen out of fashion and I 
cannot recall the last time I saw someone hitching. Actually, apart from the 
trip to Europe, I did not hitch-hike that much. I recall getting to and from 
university mostly by train. I do recall us being split up into pairs and then hitch-
hiking back to the campsite while on a school trip in France in the seventies, 
something which I don’t think would even be considered these days! 
  

My current copy of “Hitch-hiker’s Guide to Europe” 
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During this period, family members sometimes went to the theatre, particularly in Norwich. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, many of these theatre trips were for pantomimes. Grandma also quite often went to 
the theatre during this period with visitors, such as Eva or Auntie Dolly, and/or friends, such as Barbara 
Carpenter, Mrs Douglas and Mrs Smith.  
 
In June 1965, mum took Tricia, me 
and Alan to see “Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs” in Norwich.279 It 
was a Tuesday and dad met us in 
Norwich280 presumably after work. 
Graham Douglas went with us. Liz 
went to stay at grandma and 
grandad’s. In March 1966, both 
mum and grandma went to see “My 
Fair Lady”.281 Mum went with 
Young Wives and she noted that it 
was not bad. Grandma went with 
the ladies from Mile Cross.282 In 
May 1966, mum went to see 
“Pirates of Penzance”283 at night. In 
January 1967, mum went to the 
opera “Song of Norway”.284 She 
noted that Janet was in it.285 In 
October 1968, mum and dad went 
to see “Hobson’s Choice”.286 In 
March 1969, grandma, Mrs Smith 
and Mrs Douglas went to see “No 
No Nanette”.287 
 
 
 

 
279 While I have found details of “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” being put on as a pantomime in Norwich in 2008, I have not found 
any details of the 1965 show. I also don’t quite understand why this was on in June if it was a pantomime. For all the productions in this 
paragraph, the diaries did not state which theatre they were in although I have since found this out in some cases. 
280 I have some recollections of going into Norwich on my own on the bus from Hellesdon to meet dad in Norwich. I guess I would have 
been around ten years old. Mum would put me on the bus and dad met me from it. I am not sure of the purpose of these trips but 
presumably it was to attend something in Norwich in the evening, perhaps the theatre or football.   
281 It was also made into a film in 1964.  
282 And grandad noted that the seat cost 14/6. 
283 Well-known comic opera by Gilbert and Sullivan. Mum loved Gilbert and Sullivan all her life and I think this is the first mention of a 
Gilbert and Sullivan opera in the diaries. In later life, she regularly attended Gilbert and Sullivan weeks at Willersley Castle and these are 
mentioned in Chapter 69.   
284 A 1944 operetta that was adapted for film in 1970.  
285 This was a production by the Norfolk and Norwich Operatic Society. Mum did not specify which Janet this was, so it could have been 
Janet Blyth or Janet Wright. However, from the programme, it is clear that it was Janet Blyth.  
286 This play by Harold Brighouse was first performed in London in 1916. It has been put on in Norwich on several occasions including in its 
centenary year 2016. I have not found any details of the performance in 1968 but I do recall taking mum to see it in 2008. I recall taking 
my wife, Jo, our daughter, Emma and a friend of hers. I recall mum and Jo enjoying the play and thought it was, for mum, because grandad 
had been a shoemaker and Jo enjoyed the northern accents. I also recall that Emma and her friend, who were both around 15 at the time, 
were baffled by it! 
287 At least I think that is what they saw, see but grandad called it “No No Nette”.  

 Programme front cover 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Fair_Lady
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Fair_Lady
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No,_No,_Nanette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No,_No,_Nanette
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0058385/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Pirates_of_Penzance
https://drewfamily.uk/69-methodism-in-the-late-1950s/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Song_of_Norway
https://nnos.co.uk/our-productions/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hobson%27s_Choice_(play)
https://www.grapevinelive.co.uk/hobsons-choice-revival-at-norwich-theatre-royal/
https://www.uktw.co.uk/archive/Play/Hobsons-Choice/S3585/


72 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

While I did not find mum’s programme among her papers, I have subsequently managed to acquire an 
original from that performance. The front cover is shown on the previous page. 
Above – part of the cast list which shows that mum’s friend Janet Blyth was one of the ladies of the chorus.  
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Pages  from the programme for “No No Nanette” which grandma went to see in March 1969 with Mrs 
Smith and Mrs Douglas 
Top left – (standard) front cover of Theatre Royal programmes at the time  
Top right – front page giving details of the production 
Above left – Details of some of the stars of “No No Nanette” 
Above right – cast list and outline programme 
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Such theatre trips appear to 
have been to one of two 
theatres in Norwich, the 
Theatre Royal288 or the 
Maddermarket.289 In 
December 1965, grandma and 
Auntie Dolly went to see 
“Aladdin” at the Theatre Royal. 
They were going to go by bus 
but it did not turn up so mum 
took them290 and dad brought 
them home. In February 1966,  
mum and grandma took Tricia, 
me and Alan to see a matinee 
of “Peter Pan” at the Theatre 
Royal.291 In January 1968, 
grandma took Alan to the 
pantomime “Robin Hood” at 
the Theatre Royal. I went with 
a party from Sunday School292 
and Tricia was going with some 
friends on Friday. In January 
1969, grandma, Mrs Smith and 
Mrs Douglas took Alan, Liz and 
Caroline to the Theatre Royal 
to see the pantomime 
“Sleeping Beauty”. In February 
1969, grandma, Mrs Smith and 
Mrs Douglas went to Norwich 
to see “Kismet”293 at the 
Theatre Royal. In April 1969, 
mum, grandma, Auntie Dolly, 
Tricia and Mrs Smith went to 
the Theatre Royal to see “The 
Russian Dances”.294 In May 
1969, grandma and Mrs Smith went to the Theatre Royal to see “Italian Girl in Algiers”295 and grandma, 
Eva, Barbara Carpenter and Mrs Smith went there to see “The Boy Friend”.296 In July 1969, grandma 
and Mrs Smith went to see another play at the Theatre Royal. 
  

 
288 See Chapter 90.  
289 Theatre in St John’s Alley in Norwich that was founded in 1921 and is still functioning today.  
290 With the four of us in tow! 
291 This had been a West End performance at La Scala Theatre. It then toured to a number of cities including Norwich.  
292 See Chapter 90. 
293 A musical that appeared on Broadway in 1953 and has also appeared in London’s West End. This was a production by the Norfolk and 
Norwich Operatic Society.  
294 I am not entirely sure what this was. I have not managed to find a play, opera, ballet etc. by this name. It is possible that grandad was 
referring to Russian dances in general but he writes it in speech marks as “The Russian Dances”.  
295 Rossini opera.  
296 A musical by Sandy Wilson that first appeared in London’s West End in 1954 and ran for over 2,000 productions.  

 

Programme for another production by the Norfolk and 
Norwich Amateur Operatic Society at the Theatre Royal. 
This one was Kismet and took place in February 1969. 
Grandma went to see it with Mrs Smith and Mrs Douglas 
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Pages  from the programme for “The Boy Friend” which grandma went to see in May 1969 with Eva, 
Barbara Carpenter and Mrs Smith 
Top left – (standard) front cover of Theatre Royal programmes at the time  
Top right – front page giving details of the production 
Above left – cast list and outline programme 
Above right – advert for Bonds which appeared on the back of all Theatre Royal programmes at the time 
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In January 1966, mum went to Maddermarket theatre with Miss Walker.297 In June 1968, Ron took 
grandma and his mother to Maddermarket Theatre to see a play.298 Barbara Carpenter had given her 
two tickets that she had been unable to use. On 23 November 1968, grandma, Mrs Smith and Mrs 
Douglas went to the Maddermarket Theatre to see “The Wild Duck”299 but they had got mixed up over 
the dates as their tickets were for the 30th. They only found out when they examined their tickets. On 
the 30th, they went and then they went straight through on the bus to Drayton village hall to see 
“Chase me Comrade”.300 In February 1969, grandma went to see “War and Peace”301 at the 
Maddermarket Theatre.302 In March 1969, grandma went with Mrs Smith and Mrs Douglas to see “The 
Farmer’s Wife”303 at The Maddermarket Theatre. Auntie Dolly went with grandma, Mrs Smith and Mrs 
Douglas to the Maddermarket Theatre in April 1969 to see “My Three Angels”.304 In June 1969, 
grandma went with Mrs Smith and Mrs Douglas to the Maddermarket Theatre to see “The Night Bell” 
and also “The Real”.305 In July 1969, grandma and Mrs Smith went to the Maddermarket Theatre to 
see the play “Let’s Have a Divorce”.306 In September 1969, grandma, Barbara Carpenter and Mrs Smith 
went to the Maddermarket Theatre to see “Romeo and Juliet”.307  

 
  

 
297 But mum did not specify what they saw. 
298 But grandad did not specify what they saw. It is possible that it was the play “Caroline” which was put on by the Norwich Players that 
month. They are the in-house company at Maddermarket Theatre and they have put on plays monthly since 1911. However, it is also 
possible that it was a play by someone other than them. I think the play “Caroline” may be a play for eight women by Edward Murch.  
299 A play by Henrik Ibsen.  
300 A farce by Ray Cooney inspired by the true-life story of Rudolf Nureyev defecting to the West.  
301 Epic novel by Leo Tolstoy.  
302 Apparently, this was the Norwich Players production for January 1969 but perhaps it ran into February.  
303 I think grandad may have noted the name of this play incorrectly as the Norwich Players’ production for March 1969 was recorded as  
“The Country Wife”. There is a restoration comedy by William Wycherley of this name dating from 1675. If this indeed is the right play, I 
am intrigued that the Norwich Players put it on given that “the scandalous trick [of pretending impotence] and the frank language have for 
much of the play’s history kept it off the stage”. I wonder what grandma and her friends made of it! Interestingly, there is a romantic 
comedy play of the name “The Farmer’s Wife” which was written by Eden Phillpotts based on his novel, Widecombe Fair. This seems more 
suited to grandma and her friends but could the Norwich Players have recorded the name incorrectly? I suppose both plays could have 
been performed in March 1969 at the Maddermarket but that seems unlikely.  
304 A play by Samuel and Bella Spewack that is based in French Guiana and shows the interaction between three prisoners and a family of 
French colonists.  
305 I have not found details of either of these plays. The second play could be “The Deal”.  
306 This was the Norwich Players production for that month and was called “Let’s Get a Divorce”.  
307 At least according to grandad but the Norwich Players’ production for that month was “Romanoff and Juliet”. This is a play by Peter 
Ustinov which was a comic spoof of the cold war.  

 

Maddermarket Theatre. Norwich 

© C1self at en.wikipedia and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wild_Duck
https://stageagent.com/shows/play/1873/chase-me-comrade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_and_Peace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Three_Angels
https://maddermarket.co.uk/past-productions/
https://maddermarket.co.uk/past-productions/
https://maddermarket.co.uk/past-productions/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Country_Wife
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Farmer%27s_Wife_(play)
https://maddermarket.co.uk/past-productions/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Let%27s_Get_a_Divorce
https://maddermarket.co.uk/past-productions/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanoff_and_Juliet_(play)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Maddermarket.JPG
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en


77 
 

  

Example of Maddermarket programme for a slightly later production in 1970. It 
consists of a single folded sheet 
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Sometimes family members went to a theatre outside Norwich. For example, in October 1965, mum 
and Tricia went to London to see “The Sound of Music” with choir.308 Sometimes, this involved trips to 
Yarmouth but perhaps less frequently than had been the case in the early sixties.309 In July 1967, 
grandma and Eva went by train to Yarmouth for a show. Arthur Askey was there for the season, 
appearing in “Showtime” with Val Doonican at Wellington Pier Pavilion.310 Dad picked them up from 
the train station around 10.15pm. Sometimes, family members went to local, amateur performances. 
For example, in March 1967, grandma went to Drayton Village Hall to see a play. Two years later,in 
March 1969, grandma, Mrs Smith and Mrs Douglas went to a play at Drayton Village Hall.311 In May 
1968, on her birthday, grandma went with Mrs Smith and Mrs Carpenter to Hoverton to see “The 
Mikado”.312 In April 1969, grandma went with a bus outing to see a play at Coltishall put on by the 
RAF. Grandad did not specify what this play was. 
 

  

 
308 See Chapter 90.  
309 See Chapter 81. 
310 See Chapter 52. 
311 Grandad did not specify what either of these plays were. However, I suspect these were performances by the Drayton Players who put 
on two plays per year, see Chapter 106. Based on a record of their past performances, the plays in question are likely to have been "So 
Many Children" and "Tell Tale Murder". I have not found details of the first of these..  
312 Comic opera by Gilbert and Sullivan.  

 

Left - front cover of 
programme for “Showtime 
1967” at Wellington Pier in 
Yarmouth that grandma went 
to with Eva. Although it 
starred Val Doonican, grandad 
seemed more interested in 
that it co-starred Arthur Askey 
Below – advert for Matthes 
restaurant – see footnote 64 

 

https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/norwich-theatre-pays-tribute-to-val-doonican-776194
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Mikado
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Mikado
https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/81-entertainment-in-the-early-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/52-entertainment-in-the-early-1950s/
https://drewfamily.uk/106-entertainment-in-the-early-1970s/
http://www.draytonplayers.co.uk/pastplays.htm
https://www.concordtheatricals.co.uk/s/65691/tell-tale-murder
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Further extracts from the programme of Showtime 1967 
Top left – inside page giving show times and prices. Note that there were two shows per day except 
on Sundays 
Top right – information about Arthur Askey 
Above – programme for the production 
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In July 1965, mum took Tricia, me and 
Alan to see a film in Norwich.313 In 
February 1966, grandma went to see 
a film at Stuart Hall.314 In July 1966, 
grandma and Eva went to see “The 
Sound of Music”315 at the Gaumont 
cinema.316 They went to the 
afternoon matinee as there was a 
special price317 for old age 
pensioners. In August 1966, mum and 
Auntie Dolly took me and Tricia to see 
“The Sound of Music”. In March 1967, 
grandma, Auntie Dolly, Jim, Renie, 
Tricia and I went to the Gaumont to 
see the “Bible”.318 In January 1969, 
grandma, Mrs Smith and Mrs Douglas 
went to see a film called “The Star”.319  
In September 1969, grandma and 
Auntie Dolly went to the Assembly 
Rooms320 to see the ballet “Swan 
Lake” as a film.321  
 
 

 
 

 
Family and friends also sometimes attended musical performance during this period. For example, in 
April 1965, Ken and Pearl Hodges went to an evening concert given by the Drayton Silver Band322 at 
the village hall.323 In February 1966, dad also went to a Drayton Silver Band concert.  In April 1966, 
grandma went with Tricia to a concert that Tricia was taking part in. Mum couldn’t go as she was not 

 
313 But grandad did not say what the film was. 
314 Again I am not sure what the film was. Stuart Hall is a brick building that was added to the partly mediaeval Sucking House in 1925. It 
has housed Cinema City since 1978 but films were shown there before that. I have some recollections of being a volunteer usher there on 
one or two occasions when it first opened.  
315 The well-known film that was released in 1965.  
316 This opened in 1932 as the Carlton Cinema. It was rebranded as the Gaumont in 1959 until it closed in 1973. The building was 
demolished in 2014. The site is now occupied by Pablo Fanque House which provides student accommodation and office space. Pablo 
Fanque was a circus proprietor who was born as William Darby in Norwich probably in 1810.    
317 Of three shillings. 
318 See Chapter 90.  
319 I suspect this was the 1968 film “Star!” which was about the life of Gertrude Lawrence.  
320 The cinema here was called the Noverre. It opened in 1950 and closed in 1992. I recall going there but not often.  
321 A Russian-made film.  
322 While today there is no distinction between a brass band and a silver band, the latter term used to refer to bands with silver-plated 
instruments which were considered superior to brass instruments.  
323 See Chapter 90.  

 
© Northmetpit and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence 
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Above left – Cinema City, Norwich. I 
believe Stuart Hall is to the left in this 
picture 
Left – Assembly Rooms in Norwich with 
entrance to what was the Noverre 
cinema highlighted with the red box 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sound_of_Music_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sound_of_Music_(film)
http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/6326
http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/6326
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norwich_Cinema_City
http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/6326
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Fanque_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Fanque_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Fanque_House
https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star!_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gertrude_Lawrence
https://cinematreasures.org/theaters/43928
https://www.worldcat.org/title/swan-lake/oclc/34386140
https://www.yym.org.uk/blog/music-makes-lives-better-because-its-all-things-brass-and-beautiful
While%20today%20there%20is%20no%20distinction%20between%20a%20brass%20band%20and%20a%20silver%20band,%20the%20latter%20term%20used%20to%20refer%20to%20bands%20with%20silver-plated%20instruments%20which%20were%20considered%20superior%20to%20brass%20instruments.
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cinema_City_Norwich.JPG
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Assembly_House_Norwich1.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
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well. In May 1968, grandma went to an old time concert held in Drayton village hall. In June 1969, 
grandma went to see Drayton Band324 at St Andrew’s Hall.325  
 
Family and friends were also involved in producing and enjoying music in their own homes. In May 
1969, grandma, Eva and Auntie Dolly went next door to Barbara Carpenter’s to listen to records. In 
June 1969, Mrs Hod(g)son326 came round after tea and they had a sing song. 
 
Grandad continued his interest with musical instruments during this period. In November 1965, he 
fixed two wooden keys onto his tenor recorder327 but he did not consider this a success so he pulled 
them off. The next month, he tried again328 and this time it was a success. In January 1966, grandma 
bought him a pair of half-inch hinges to improve the keys on his C recorder with screws.329 At the end 
of January, he made two new wooden keys for his C recorder. In September 1966, Miss Cooke gave 
grandad her father’s piccolo.330 In December 1966, grandad made a slide recorder out of the 
mouthpiece of the old plastic recorder that he had bought in 1948.331 I don’t know if grandma was 
unimpressed with grandad’s home-made effort but, in January 1967, she bought him a swanee 
flute.332 Grandad noted that he did not think much of it! So, the next day, grandma went back and 
swapped it for a recorder. In November 1967, grandad traded me his recorder for my old oak desk. In 
November 1968, grandad sent to Ruislip for a musical instrument that he described as a similar to a 
recorder but which produced sound using a reed like a clarinet. In early December, he received the 
recorder clarinet. He commented that the tone was OK but that it would take more playing than the 
recorder. In February 1969, grandma and grandad bought Alan a Schott’s333 descant recorder.334 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
324 I assume this was the silver band but grandad does not say so explicitly,  
325 For details of St Andrew’s Hall, see Chapter 79. In addition to these concerts, grandma and Eva saw Drayton Silver Band at Mile Cross 
Methodist Church in May 1968 – see Chapter 90.  
326 Grandad mostly spelled her name as Hodson but sometimes as Hodgson. I believe the latter spelling is correct. 
327 Grandad had been interested in recorders since the 1940s – see Chapter 31. I think I recall this recorder, that it was very big and that 
there were homemade keys to make reaching the bottom holes easier. I assume it is these keys which are being referred to here.  
328 This time referring to it as a C recorder.  
329 He noted that the cost of these was one shilling.  
330 Grandad had tried playing the piccolo in the period between the wars – see Chapter 20.  
331 I am not entirely sure what he was referring to but I wonder if it was what might be called a slide whistle. 
332 Which cost 22/6.  
333 This seems to refer to the music shop in London which, from 1940, sold mass-produced recorders aimed at school children.  
334 This cost £1 although grandad recorded it as twenty shillings. 

 
© Guy vandegrift and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence 

 

 
Top – construction of a slide or swanee whistle 
Above – Schott  recorder circa 1960s 

https://drewfamily.uk/79-from-trinity-to-mile-cross/
https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/31-other-aspects-of-life/
https://drewfamily.uk/20-the-musician/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slide_whistle
https://schottmusiclondon.com/shop/about/
https://collection.maas.museum/object/407870
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Slide_whistle_side_top_and_front.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
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In December 1967, grandma and grandad bought a small electric organ from Cookes.335  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
335 This operated by battery. Grandad noted that the price was £10 10 but he received a discount of five shillings so paid £10 5. Currently, 
there seem to be two Cookes’ music shops in St Benedicts, one for pianos at number 19 and another for band instruments at number 34. 
This was also the case in 1972 according to an advert in the Hewett School magazine that year.  Cookes’ first music shop opened in 
Norwich in 1887. The piano shop was bought by Millers Music in 2016 and is due to close with the business relocating to Cambridge.  

 

Top – Cooke’s Pianos in St Benedicts Street, Norwich 
Above – Advert for Cooke’s from the Hewett School magazine in 1972 

© Evelyn Simak and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence  

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1864269257162376
https://www.cookes.co.uk/about-us
https://www.eveningnews24.co.uk/news/business/cookes-pianos-norwich-leaves-city-centre-8414012
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/6241963
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Early in January 1968, grandad went into Norwich to get a transformer for his organ but he could not 
find one. So, he bought a trickle charger from Halfords336 and, that afternoon, he managed to get the 
organ playing on the charger. The next day, he made a gadget for the organ which took the place of 
batteries and to which he could connect the charger. Two days later, he put a 13 amp plug on the 
television table which allowed the organ to be plugged in.  Three days later, he started making a case 
for the organ and transformer. A few days after that, he and grandma covered it with Fablon.337 In 
May 1966, grandad noted that we brought a guitar that dad had been bought for his birthday to show 
grandad.  
 
During this period, mum and dad often went dancing.338 They were often described as old time dances 
and sometimes as dinner dances and they seem to have been organised by the Norwich Union. Some 
were at the Norwood Rooms339 and others at Pinebanks.339  
 
Also, during this period, family members sometimes watched, and more rarely took part in, local 
sporting activities. In June 1965, grandad and Cyril watched cricket on the playing field. According to 
grandad, it was a match between Drayton and the Anglicans.340 In addition, in August 1965, grandad 
saw another cricket match on the park. This was between Horsford and Drayton. Drayton won, scoring 
96 for nine in reply to Horsford’s 95.  
 
In 1966, mum was involved in Keep Fit341 activities and she went to a Keep Fit rally in Thorpe in May 
1966. Although these activities are not mentioned in later years, I don’t know if this was because she 
stopped doing the activities or because she stopped writing her diary. I recall her doing Keep Fit so 
presume she may have been involved in this for a longer period than just 1966. Mum also sometimes 
noted going swimming. From September 1966, she started swimming at Hellesdon Secondary Modern 
School. In November 1967, grandma and grandad had Liz while the rest of us went swimming at 
Norwich baths. Grandad also noted mum going swimming in May 1969 as Eva went to babysit. In 
August 1967, after a meeting of some of the ladies from Drayton, some of them played bowls in 
grandma and grandad’s garden. In July 1968, grandad noted that grandma went to Hellesdon Sports.  
 
Board and card games were not noted as much as in previous periods342 but grandad did note, in June 
1966, playing cards for part of the day with Tom Wilson and Clarence Reeve.  
 
 

 
336 For details of Halfords, see Chapter 84. The charger cost 37/6.  
337 See Chapter 64.  
338 The frequency of this appears to have declined over time but I don’t know if this is genuinely the case or if it is just an artefact of fewer 
diary records. They also went dancing in 1963 and 1964 – see see Chapter 81.  
339 See Chapter 81. 
340 See Chapter 90. 
341 The Keep Fit Association was established in 1956 and remains active.  
342 See Chapter 81. I don’t know if this meant we played these games less during this period or just that the diaries recorded them less.  

  

My swimming certificates for 
10 and 25 yards from 
November and December 1969 

https://www.carsdirect.com/car-repair/how-to-use-a-trickle-charger
https://drewfamily.uk/84-other-aspects-of-life-in-the-early-sixties/
https://drewfamily.uk/64-tv-tape-recorders-and-other-technology/
https://drewfamily.uk/81-entertainment-in-the-early-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/81-entertainment-in-the-early-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/90-methodism-in-the-late-1960s/
https://keepfit.org.uk/about-us/
https://drewfamily.uk/81-entertainment-in-the-early-1960s/
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During this period, dad took me to see Norwich 
City play football and I am sure this experience 
was important for me in terms of my lifelong 
love of football and support for Norwich City 
where I am still a season ticket holder. 
However, it may also be worth noting that this 
experience did not have the same effect on 
Tricia who also came on some of these early 
trips! Grandad first noted dad taking me and 
Tricia to the football on 29 April 1967. I would 
have been not quite seven. This game was 
Norwich’s third-from-last game of the season 
and they beat  Cardiff City 3-2.343 We also went 
to the last match of the season on 13 May 1967 
where Norwich again won, this time 1-0 against 
Northampton Town.344 That season, Norwich 
competed in League Division Two and they 
finished 11th in the table.345    

 
343 According to a report of the game, Norwich were behind initially but then scored three goals before Cardiff scored a consolation goal in 
the 90th minute. Norwich goals were scored by Don Heath and Laurie Sheffield (2).   
344 According to a report of the game, the only goal was scored in the 15th minute by Don Heath. Somewhat oddly perhaps, they played a 
friendly in Dundalk the next day.  
345 The two teams that we saw them beat finished 20th and 21st. Northampton Town were relegated with Bury. Coventry City won the 
league and were promoted with Wolverhampton Wanderers. Our rivals, Ipswich Town, finished 5th. This season pre-dated the introduction 

My recollections 
 
As do many people, I have very strong recollections of St Augustine’s swimming baths and went there a 
lot both with my family and on my own when I was older. I recall getting a wire clothes carrier from 
reception. When you handed that in, you received some kind of coloured wristband which, at busy times, 
was used to tell you when your time was up and was also used to get your clothes back! 
 
The swimming pool opened in 1961 and was closed in 1997. The building was later demolished.  
 
 
 

 

Images Source: Norwich Remembers 

Above – outside of St Augustine’s swimming baths in 
1963 
Above right – wire baskets used for clothes 
Right – diving boards in St Augustine’s 
For some more great photos of St Augustine’s see 
here.  

 

 
Framed photo on my study wall which shows 
what the South Stand was like in the sixties 
when I first started attending matches 

 

https://www.11v11.com/teams/norwich-city/tab/matches/season/1967/
https://www.footballsite.co.uk/Statistics/Seasons/1966-67/Div21966-67.htm
https://www.invisibleworks.co.uk/lost-city-st-augustines/
https://www.eveningnews24.co.uk/news/local-council/could-norwich-get-a-new-public-swimming-pool-at-mile-1755816
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NorwichRemembers/posts/1894732217253655
https://www.eveningnews24.co.uk/news/local-council/could-norwich-get-a-new-public-swimming-pool-at-mile-1755816
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of play-offs, in 1987, for promotion. The Eastern Daily Press described Norwich’s performance as “limping” into 11th place even though it 
was the club’s third highest league finish at that point.  
346Other winners are listed here. Seven players have won it twice – Ken Foggo (1969 & 1971), Kevin Keelan (1973 & 1974), Martin Peters 
(1976 & 1977),  Kevin Drinkell (1986 & 1987), Bryan Gunn (1988 & 1993), Iwan Roberts (1999 & 2000) and Darren Huckerby (2005 & 2007). 
Only one has won it three times – Grant Holt (2010, 2011 and 2012). 

 
 

 

Extracts from the programmes from Norwich’s last two home games of the 1966/67 season.  
Top left – front cover of programme for game against Cardiff City. 
Top right – front cover of programme for game against Northampton Town. 
Above – extract from Northampton Town programme - this year was the first time that Norwich 
selected a player of the year. This has been called the Barry Butler memorial trophy since that time. 

Terry Allcock was the trophy’s first winner. Fans had been asked to vote at the Cardiff game.346  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norwich_City_F.C._Player_of_the_Season
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However, I have recollections that the first game I attended was against Crystal Palace and we won 4-
3.347 It turns out that this was the same season and was two weeks earlier than the game against 
Cardiff City, that is on 15 April 1967.348  

 
 
  

 
347 According to a news report of the game, this victory considerably eased Norwich’s relegation worries that year. They clinched victory 
with a “last-gasp” goal. The article described the game as the most entertaining of the season. Although Norwich took the lead with a 
Tommy Bryceland goal, they were behind early in the second half. However, Laurie Brown equalised in the 57th minute and Norwich took 
the lead 11 minutes later when Mike Kenning scored. Norwich only held the lead for four minutes before Palace equalised but Tommy 
Bryceland scored his second of the game, in the 89th minute, to clinch victory.  
348 It is possible that grandad did not record this trip. On that day, Arthur and Jessie Lofthouse were staying with them and grandma and 
grandad did work in the garden. It is also possible that I have got my scores and teams mixed up but this seems less likely given that I 
believe I remember the team and the score and that would be the right year.  

 

Front cover of the programme from what I think is the first game I ever attended at Carrow Road. The 
cover gives a really good idea of what the ground was like at the time. The River End had no roof at that 
point, this was only added when the new stand was built in 1979. The only seats were in the City Stand. 
When I went with dad, we stood in the South Stand close to the Barclay Stand, where the away fans are 
accommodated now 
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Previous page – top – team line ups for the game between Norwich and Crystal Palace in April 1967. Unlike 
today, where line-ups are only announced an hour before kick-off, these were announced enough in advance 
to allow details to be printed in the programme, although there were sometimes last-minute changes. There 
was only one substitute. Currently, in the Championship, teams can name nine substitutes of which they can 
use five 
Previous page – bottom – league positions at the start of the game between Norwich and Crystal Palace. 
With six games to go, they only had 30 points and were at risk of relegation. They got ten points from their 
last six games and finished 11th. [Note – at that point, a team received two points for a win. Three points for 
a win was introduced in 1981 with the aim of encouraging attacking football] 
Top – this shows the players who played for Norwich in the 1966/67 season, to the Crystal Palace game, and 
the goals scored. The figures for “combination” are for the reserves 
Above – Laurie Brown heading in Norwich’s second goal in the win against Crystal Palace. This image is from 
the Local Recall archive which is no longer available  
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This is an extract from the programme for the last game of the season against Northampton Town so 
shows all results before that game. It is a little difficult to follow as league and FA Cup games are shown in 
the same list. Rounds of the cup are shown in brackets, e.g. (1), (3), (SF) etc. However, the results on those 
lines only relate to the FA Cup if Norwich had entered and were still in the cup at that stage, so rounds 3, 4 
and 5 only. As now, teams in the top two leagues only entered the cup in the 3rd round. That year, Norwich 
beat Derby County in the third round and Manchester United in the fourth but lost to Sheffield Wednesday 
in the fifth round. It is interesting to note that the programme includes results of Norwich Reserves who, at 
that time, played in the Football Combination. Highlighted in the red box are Norwich’s last six games of 
the season. This shows that they won five of these, including beating Ipswich away 2-0. According to a 
news report of the game, it was the first time Norwich had won at Ipswich for 15 seasons and was only the 
second time that Ipswich were beaten at home in the league that season.  
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On 12 August 1967, mum noted 
that dad took me and Alan to a 
football match. However, this 
was the week before the season 
kicked off so I wondered if this 
was a pre-season friendly. I 
found something in the Coventry 
Evening Telegraph of 9 August 
1967 which implied that Norwich 
and Sheffield United were 
playing a friendly on the 12th. 
Sheffield United were a First 
Division team at that point 
although they were relegated 
that year. According to a news 
article at the time, Norwich won 
that game 3-1. The goals were 
scored by Tommy Bryceland, Mal 
Lucas and Hugh Curran.349  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On 17 February 1968, grandad noted that dad and I went by bus to London to see the fourth round FA 
Cup match between Norwich and Chelsea. Norwich lost 1-0.350  I remember a few away trips with dad 

 
349 The team was listed as Keelan, Stringer, Gladwin (Mullett), Lucas, Brown, Bolland, Heath, Bryceland, Sheffield, Curran, Anderson.  
350 The only goal was scored by Charlie Cooke in the 20th minute. Norwich had got to this stage of the cup by beating Sunderland in the 
third round. The first game at Carrow Road was a 1-1 draw but Norwich won the away replay 1-0. Sunderland were a First Division team 
that season.   

 

 

Pools forecast in the Coventry Evening Telegraph for 9 August 
1967. This shows that Norwich were playing a friendly against 
Sheffield United presumably on the 12th. I confirmed this from an 

article in the Eastern Daily Press. Obtained through paid 
subscription to Find My Past 

 

Photograph that appeared in the Eastern Daily Press on Monday 14 August 1967 showing a moment 
from the friendly game between Norwich and Sheffield United that I went to with dad and Alan the 
previous Saturday. Image obtained from Local Recall archive which is no longer available 

https://www.11v11.com/teams/norwich-city/tab/matches/season/1968/
https://www.11v11.com/teams/norwich-city/tab/matches/season/1968/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1967%E2%80%9368_Football_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1967%E2%80%9368_Football_League
https://www.localrecall.co.uk/search/5599130
https://www.11v11.com/teams/norwich-city/tab/matches/season/1968/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1967%E2%80%9368_Football_League
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/bna/viewarticle?id=bl%2f0000769%2f19670809%2f152&stringtohighlight=norwich%20city


91 
 

travelling on supporter coaches and I recall that, when they were going to London, the coaches always 
stopped in Baldock. One incident which I remember and I think it was from that trip351 was two older 
boys snatching my scarf and dad chasing after them and grabbing hold of one of them until they gave 
the scarf back. I was quite surprised by him doing this but, on reflection, I think they were probably 
quite young lads although I did not think so at the time. He always commented that no-one came to 
his aid but violent scuffles were quite common in relation to football at that time.352  

 
  

 
351 Although for many years I thought it was related to a Wembley trip. 
352 Although things got considerably worse in the seventies and eighties.  

 
 
 

Programme 
front cover 
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Line ups for FA Cup fourth round tie between Chelsea and Norwich 
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 Highlights of Norwich City’s F A Cup exploits in the fourth round programme 
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In April 1969, when I was still eight, dad took me to the FA Cup Final. This did not involve Norwich 
(sadly) but was contested between Leicester City and Manchester City. I recall it being a tremendous 
experience and, like many others, remember walking up Wembley Way towards the stadium’s twin 
towers.353 I recall that Leicester were very much the underdogs. Although both teams were in the First 
Division, Leicester City were relegated that year.  The programme for the match noted that this was 
Leicester’s fourth F A Cup final but that they had not yet won the F A Cup. This experience and this 
game were referred to a lot in 2021 when Leicester finally won the FA Cup, beating Chelsea in the 
final. In 1969, I recall that Manchester City won 1-0. Neil Young scored the only goal.354  
 
  

 
353 This stadium was built in 1923. It closed in 2000 and was demolished in 2002/03.   
354 A video of the game is available.   

 
© Merv Payne and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence  

The twin towers of 
the old Wembley 
stadium in May 
2002 after closure 
and prior to 
demolition  

 

Norwich City team 
for 1967/8 as 
recorded in the F A 
Cup fourth round 
programme.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1968%E2%80%9369_Football_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1969_FA_Cup_Final
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wembley_Stadium_(1923)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqET6rfCaqQ
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/357819
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Some extracts from the programme for the 
FA Cup Final in 1969 that I went to with dad. 
Left – front cover. 
Below – team line-ups and how each 
reached Wembley that year. I find it 
interesting that the referee is described as a 
Company Director. I think this was before 
there were full-time, professional referees. 
Next page bottom left – a photo of 
Wembley Way which is pretty much how I 
remember it.  
 
It is interesting to note that if a replay was 
needed, it would take place at Hillsborough 
on 30 April. Penalties were only introduced 
from 2000.  
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I am intrigued by some of the adverts in the 
programme (shown diagonally). These 
include an advert for trips to the World Cup 
in Mexico in 1970 (top) and advertising for 
cigarettes (now banned) and beer. 
 
I have not been able to find details of 
Beachcomber-Lloyd. Player’s No 6 was 
introduced in 1965 and was the best-selling 
cigarette brand in Britain in the seventies. It 
declined in popularity in the eighties and 
stopped being produced in 1993. I have 
another advert for Player’s from the Royal 
Norfolk Show catalogue for 1970. 
 
Double Diamond is a pale ale brewed in 
Burton. It was very popular in Britain from 
the 50s to the 70s. It continues to be 
produced as a keg beer.  
 

https://www.retrowow.co.uk/retro_collectibles/smoking/players_no6.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double_Diamond_Burton_Pale_Ale
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On 9 August 1969, dad took me and Tricia to a 
football match. I found this slightly odd as Norwich 
played away at Aston Villa that day and won 1-0. I 
suspected it was probably a reserves game and I 
have a vague recollection of going to reserves 
games with dad. I found details of it on the Local 
Recall website. Norwich Reserves played Swansea 
Reserves in a Football Combination match and lost 
1-0.355 This was relatively well-organised. Results 
featured in the first-team programme and there 
were write-up of games in the local media. With the 
formation of the Premier League, a Premier 
Reserve League was established and operated from 
1999 to 2012 before being replaced by various 
youth leagues.  I am not sure this has the same 
profile as the reserve league once did.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
355 This league operated for reserve teams from 1915 to 2012.  
356 For an interesting article about reserve goalkeepers at Norwich who failed to make an impact because of the performances of Kevin 
Keelan.  

 

Above -article from the Eastern Daily Press from Monday August 12 
1969 relating to the game played by Norwich Reserves against 
Swansea Reserves on 9 August 1969. This article was obtained from 
the Local Recall archive which is no longer available 
Left and above left – examples of reserve programmes from 1968. 
These consisted of a single sheet of paper and cost 1d. 

 

 

 

According to an article 
accessed from the Local 
Recall archive, Norwich 
won this game against 
Bristol Rovers 6-1 with 
goals scored by 
McDonald, Cassidy, 
Howshall (2), Anderson 
and Woolmer 

According to an article 
accessed from the Local 
Recall archive, Norwich won 
this game against Cardiff 
City 3-0 and apparently 
“never looked like losing this 
unexciting match”. Scorers 
were Cassidy (2) and 
Woolmer 

https://www.11v11.com/teams/norwich-city/tab/matches/season/1970/
https://www.11v11.com/teams/norwich-city/tab/matches/season/1970/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Premier_Reserve_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Premier_Reserve_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Professional_Development_League#PDL_1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Professional_Development_League#PDL_1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Football_Combination
https://norwichcity.myfootballwriter.com/2020/03/31/from-the-archives-not-heard-of-vasper-gallego-dennington-ronson-read-on/
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During this period, grandad enjoyed visiting the library but did not note what books he borrowed or 
read. In December 1965, he joined Hellesdon’s lending library.357 Occasionally, he went there with 
someone else, e.g. Tom Wilson, but I think this was probably when he was having problems with 
transport. He usually went on his moped but sometimes got a lift particularly when there were 
problems with the moped. Grandad clearly did read during this period. For example, in October 1966, 
when grandma had a ladies’ practice in the bungalow, he noted that he and Tom sat reading in the 
kitchen. In November 1969, grandad joined the Norfolk library van358 that came to Hurn Road every 
four weeks.   

 
 
 
In terms of hobbies, dad was 
interested in and collected 
coins.359 In August 1967, he went 
to a coin sale in North 
Walsham.360 Also, most of the 
family were interested in stamps, 
including particularly first day 
covers.361 When we were at 
Butlins in Barry in May 1968, 
grandad went to ours to collect 
what he referred to as some 
letters with special stamps and 
franking on them for dad. I 
assume these were the First Day 
covers relating to the British 
Anniversaries stamps that were 
issued on 29 May 1968 but I am 
not sure why grandad needed to 
collect them and why they could 
not just wait until we got home.  
  

 
357 Mum had been a member there from 1960 but grandad initially joined Mile Cross library on coming to Norwich – see Chapter 81.  
358 Currently, Norfolk County Council offers quite an extensive mobile library service. Route CEN 519 serves Drayton, Taverham and Thorpe 
Marriott. It calls on a Friday every 28 days. It still stops at Hurn Road, from 10.15 to 10.30 and offers eight other stops in Drayton.  
359 For more details of dad’s coin collection, see Chapter 94.  
360 This was described as a special sale of gold, silver and copper coins. It was held at the King’s Arms Hotel which dates back to 1750.   
361 Although I associate this more with mum than with dad. Mum had an extensive collection of First Day Covers and these passed to Tricia 
when mum died. I retained the relatively few First Day Covers with dad’s name on. 

 

 

Above left – Hellesdon Library  Above right – Norfolk mobile library 

 
 

 

© Adrian S Pye and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence  

© State Library of NSW Public Library Services and licensed for 
reuse under this Creative Commons Licence  

https://www.collectgbstamps.co.uk/explore/issues/?issue=90
https://www.collectgbstamps.co.uk/explore/issues/?issue=90
https://drewfamily.uk/81-entertainment-in-the-early-1960s/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries-local-history-and-archives/libraries/your-local-library/mobile-libraries
https://drewfamily.uk/94-practical-tasks/
https://www.thekingsarmshotel.co.uk/kings-arms-history/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/6079977
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/publiclibrariesnsw/3927524041
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
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I think these were the letters grandad collected for dad. Previous page includes all four stamps. I thought the 
other four were the four stamps individually but two relate to the RAF and there is not one related to votes for 
women. I am not sure what this means if anything. Dad did serve in the RAF so perhaps that is why he had two 
of those and they are different covers. Perhaps he also had the votes for women one and that was lost over time. 


