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Chapter 108: Items Purchased in the Early 1970s 
 
I believe grandad bought both local and 
national newspapers. He certainly bought 
the Daily Mail.1 I think he had the papers 
delivered and then someone called to 
collect payment. However, in June 1970, 
he went to the newsagent2 on Drayton 
Wood Road to pay three weeks’ 
newspapers as they were no longer 
collecting the money. He also paid for the 
Bells, Barbara Carpenter and Ron 
Douglas.3 He noted that they would now 
pay their bills every four weeks. I am not 
sure if this practice was followed and, if 
so, for how long. If it was, it seems that 
the practice changed back at some point. 
On 20 April 1974, grandad noted that a 
man was supposed to call about the 
papers but he did not come. Instead, he 
came on the 27th and they settled up. It 
was agreed he would call weekly in 
future. In September 1972, Jim4 and 
Renie Seville went into Norwich and they 
bought grandad a stapler5 for the Daily 
Mail.6  
 
Quite often, grandma went into Norwich. While this might have been for meetings7, I have assumed 
this was for shopping.8 Sometimes, she went on her own and sometimes with other people including 
mum, Liz9, Auntie Dolly, Amy Wilson, Jack and Phyllis Attwood, Mrs Smith, Miss Cooke, Miss Coe and 
Mrs Davis. Often, she went on the bus but sometimes she got a lift with someone including Ron 
Douglas, Tom Wilson, Mr Beckett or Robin Harrison.  
 

 
1 See Chapters 79, 86 and 97. 
2 I tried to find details of this newsagent having previously researched a shop called Den Dutch that sold fencing materials in the same 
location (see Chapter 95). In a discussion about this on the Norwich Remembers Facebook Group, Olwyn Emerson recalls a newsagent 
being there and that it was possibly called Cloughs. There was certainly a tobacconist called J J Clough in that row of shops in 1955 but 
there is no entry for him in the 1970 telephone book. There are still shops in the same location. There is a bike shop, Soren’s Cycles, at 17 
Drayton Wood Road, and a beauty salon, Bodyworks, at 19-23 Drayton Wood Road. In the mid-1980s, there was someone called G Craske 
operating at 19-23 Drayton Wood Road and they were selling the EDP. It seems that this may have been Graham Craske and that he may 
have operated under the name of Shopper Foodmarket. However, it appears that he was not operating there before 1984 as there is no 
entry for him in the 1984 telephone directory. In the 1970 telephone directory, there is a Drayton Wood Stores at 19 Drayton Wood Road 
and I wonder if this is the shop in question. However, this was a general store but I guess it could have sold papers. The only news article I 
can find about that store is from 1974 and relates to the theft of tins of salmon and steak and kidney puddings worth £25.  
3 At 162, 164 and 188 respectively.  
4 Grandad was calling him Frank at this point. 
5 Grandad spelled this “stapeller”. 
6 I don’t know why he needed a stapler for the Daily Mail. It may have been something to do with the change from broadsheet to tabloid 
in May 1971. Perhaps the paper was stapled before the change and not afterwards. It is the sort of thing on which grandad would have 
had strong opinions! 
7 Sometimes, she combined trips to attend meetings and to do shopping.  
8 On a few occasions grandad specified that it was for shopping without specifying what grandma bought, e.g. on 22 July 1970, 12 
September 1972 and 30 May 1973.  
9 On 15 June 1971 also with Caroline Douglas and Joy. 

 
Book about the seventies written by Mary Fogarty 
for Paragon with photos by the Daily Mail 

https://drewfamily.uk/79-from-trinity-to-mile-cross/
https://drewfamily.uk/86-external-events/
https://drewfamily.uk/97-external-events-late-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/95-transport/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NorwichRemembers/permalink/4891938957532951
https://www.localrecall.co.uk/search/3220614
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6664214,1.2477442,3a,37.5y,62.17h,87.74t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sr_H3RNoAvjpxR9PumXd6FA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
http://www.sorenscycles.co.uk/
http://bodyworkshairandbeauty.co.uk/
https://www.localrecall.co.uk/search/8606675
https://www.localrecall.co.uk/search/8381350
https://www.localrecall.co.uk/search/4433646
https://www.historic-newspapers.co.uk/blog/daily-mail-history/
https://www.historic-newspapers.co.uk/blog/daily-mail-history/
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On 4 December 1970, grandma and grandad went into Norwich with Tom and Amy. They parked at St 
Andrew’s car park.10  

On 27 May 1972, dad ran grandad to Nelsons. Initially, I was not sure 
who or what this was.11 So I posted a question on the Norwich 
Remembers Facebook Group. I received various suggestions including 
a hairdresser, a pub a restaurant in North Elmham or the Hotel 
Nelson.12 However, it turns out that Nelsons was the name of a shop in 
Drayton. On balance, I think this is likely to be the place grandad was 
referring to. It is close to the Red Lion pub and currently houses 
Domino’s.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grandad also sometimes noted trips to Dixons13 without saying what he bought, for example, with 
Tom on 24 August in both 1972 and 1973. On 13 January 1973, grandad noted that grandma went to 
the shop instead of him but he did not specify which shop.14 That same year, on 8 December 1973, 

 
10 I still use this car park sometimes on the very rare occasions that I drive into Norwich. I recall, as a child, that mum did not like it as she 
considered it a long way outside the city centre although it really isn’t, 0.2 miles to Jarrolds according to Google. I remember mum 
preferring the Malthouse multistorey car park, which was demolished when Chapelfield Mall was built. I recall parking there with mum 
and then using a cut through to St Stephen’s to where Sainsburys was.  
11 From the 1967 Kelly’s directory, I found a finance company by this name but would they have been going there on a Saturday? I also found 
two hairdressers by this name but neither of them were still operating in the 1970s based on Kelly’s Tradefinder. 
12 This was a relatively new hotel then having opened on 8 March 1971.  
13 See Chapter 85.  
14 I assume it was a shop they went to regularly, perhaps in Drayton, 

 

Left – excerpts from grandad’s diary from 24-31 May 1972 
Below – photo posted by Danielle Ep on the Norwich Remembers 
Facebook Group and used with permission. This was taken in 2017 when 
work was being done on the post office in Drayton to convert it to a pizza 
outlet. The work revealed the older Nelsons Store sign beneath.  

 

https://www.norwich.gov.uk/directory_record/2176/st_andrews_multi-storey_car_park_nr3_3at
https://www.norwich.gov.uk/directory_record/2176/st_andrews_multi-storey_car_park_nr3_3at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NorwichRemembers/permalink/5828652050528299
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NorwichRemembers/permalink/5828652050528299
https://www.localrecall.co.uk/search/5110528
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6760422,1.2233071,3a,75y,359.9h,88.54t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sFEkOY0ZALGsGLLH6amdbDg!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3DFEkOY0ZALGsGLLH6amdbDg%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D114.23035%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.facebook.com/people/Norwich-Malthouse-Multi-Storey-Car-Park-FAN-CLUB/100063928692537/?paipv=0&eav=Afb9tRkzso-81dH9FN3JL8hMJ6OTok8mom50QIYKgnnjDPRVcDV0_S5vX0MjZ4cc2MM&_rdr
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6253904,1.2915891,3a,75y,128.3h,90t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1s5LZfpiJA3_iqnuNozkcRZw!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3D5LZfpiJA3_iqnuNozkcRZw%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D142.45473%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.norfolkpubs.co.uk/norwich/hnorwich/nchne.htm
https://drewfamily.uk/85-practical-skills/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=2590523227630028&set=gm.2159587070768167
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=2590523227630028&set=gm.2159587070768167
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grandad noted that grandma went to the Hurn Road15 shop because it was so windy. The following 
month, on 19 January 1974, grandad noted that they were still having their groceries delivered. 
According to him, this was the second week of delivery.16 Later that year, in October 1974, grandma 
went to keep Linda Bell17 company while Irene went shopping in Norwich.  
 
Grandad rarely mentioned buying food but there were a few exceptions. In October 1974, grandma 
bought some meat for Irene Bell. The following month, in November 1974, grandma went to the Post 
Office to collect meat vouchers. Grandad noted that, from 2 December 1974, old age pensioners were 
allowed 20p off meat.18  But, that same month, grandma went to Drayton for meat as grandad noted 
that there was no longer  a meat delivery. Also, that month, in December 1974, grandad noted that 
the bread strike19 was over and they had a loaf delivered.  
 
Grandad did note more often the purchase of clothes.20 On 12 July 1970, he noted that he put on the 
new suit he had bought.21 A few months later, in October 1970, grandma bought a winter coat from 
Butchers22 for 17 guineas. She also bought grandad a pair of brown overalls for 49/6. But, the next 
day, she took the overalls back as they were too big. She got the money back and bought another pair 
for 35 shillings from Bostons.23 
  

 
15 According to Mich Andrews, on the Norwich Remembers Facebook Group, Drayton had three general stores in the days before 
supermarkets. There was one in the village, one on George Drive and one on Hurn Road. I guess it was the one on Hurn Road that grandma 
went to on this occasion, presumably because it was closer. It appears that this was not her usual practice though.   
16 He does not explain why they were having groceries delivered and does not mention this before or again. His health was not good at this 
point and grandma was having trouble with her feet so perhaps that is the explanation (see Chapter 100). 
17 Linda had been involved in an accident and was being looked after by her mother (see Chapter 100).  
18 This was the result of the Social Beef Scheme which was introduced by the UK government based on an initiative of the European 
Economic Community to strengthen the beef market and to encourage beef consumption. The scheme ran from 2 December 1974 for 18 
weeks and allowed pensioners 20 pence per week off the price of beef or veal provided they spent at least another 20 pence. Initially, I 
struggled to find details of this scheme but this was because I was using the term grandad used of “meat vouchers”. The scheme was 
widely advertised using the term “beef tokens”. The scheme led to an increased consumption of beef among pensioners and there were 
calls from butchers to reintroduce the scheme in July 1975.   
19 See Chapter 112. 
20 Although not perhaps as often as mum did when she was keeping a diary.  
21 Although I did not see any mention of when or where he bought this.  
22 Based on Kelly’s Directory for 1967 and Kelly’s Tradefinder for 1970-71, Butchers were a drapers located at 8 Swan Lane and 14 Bedford 
Street. I am not sure if this was two separate branches or one located on the corner of Swan Lane and Bedford Street. This site is now 
occupied by a Caribbean restaurant called Turtle Bay. I found a detailed full-page 1990 advert for Butchers in a newspaper on the Local 
Recall website. This included photos of the premises from 1900 and 1990. It appears that the company is still active under the name of 
Butcher Group Limited based in Lancaster House and that they traded as GF Butcher Drapers Limited from 1942 to 1989. It seems that 
they now operate a portfolio of commercial and residential properties including the shop on Swan Lane.   
23 There are two entries for clothiers called Bostons in the 1967 Kelly’s Directory. Thomas Boston was based at 6 Orford Hill and William 
and Geoffrey Boston were based at 1 Farmers Avenue. Thomas Boston also appears in the 1970-71 and 1971-72 Kelly’s Trade Directories. 
For this reason, I suspect this is where grandma got grandad’s overalls. The building is currently occupied by Sahara.  

 

 
© Evelyn Simak and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence 

Above – advert for G F Butcher 
Right – Swan Lane in 2018 showing Turtle Bay 
which is where Butchers were located 

https://drewfamily.uk/100-health-in-the-early-1970s/
https://drewfamily.uk/100-health-in-the-early-1970s/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/549224/Domestic_Food_Consumption_and_Expenditure_1974.pdf
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/bna/viewarticle?id=bl%2f0000560%2f19741118%2f096&stringtohighlight=beef%20tokens
https://www.localrecall.co.uk/search/8051827
https://drewfamily.uk/112-external-events-early-1970s-2/
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6297767,1.2949613,3a,75y,214.81h,86.95t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1svDVr7pqt_0Ow6W9teEgNgQ!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3DvDVr7pqt_0Ow6W9teEgNgQ%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D287.59338%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i13312!8i6656
https://turtlebay.co.uk/restaurants/norwich
https://www.localrecall.co.uk/search/8442433
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/00375153
http://www.butchergroup.co.uk/
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6269775,1.2948718,3a,75y,52.67h,88.95t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s5OB2aCnikYT_aXeEgq_acQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.saharalondon.com/locations/norwich
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5863467
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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The following year, in June 1971, grandma bought a handbag from Curls24 for £4.50. The next month, 
in July 1971, grandma bought grandad a light summer jacket from the Co-op.24 This cost £7. But, it was 
too big so, the next day, Irene Bell changed the jacket for one size smaller.  
 
The year after that, in June 1972, grandma bought grandad some braces for 75p. Amy bought a coat, 
dress and hat. A few months later, in September 1972, grandma bought a new hat for £5.  
 
The next year, in March 1973, grandma bought grandad a cardigan from Littlewoods25 for £4.99. 
 
  

 
24 See Chapter 93.  
25 Littlewoods was a large betting and retail company that was established by John Moores in 1923 but which cease trading in 2005. The 
name continues to be used for online retailing by the Very Group. There is a picture of the Littlewoods store in 1967 as part of an online 
article on 16 shops no longer trading in Norwich. There are also quite a few photos on the Sprowston History website. I have strong 
recollections of this store which was one of the iconic brands in the city centre when I was a child. The site is now occupied by Primark. A 
new store was constructed there and opened in December 2019.   

 

 

 

View of Primark along Haymarket in 2011. This 
was before the Primark store was rebuilt and 
expanded taking in the Wallis and Dorothy 
Perkins stores 

© Stacey Harris and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence 

View of Primark when undergoing rebuilding 
and expansion in 2019. Once the building 
had been demolished, it was possible to see 
the Castle through the construction site 

© Michael Garlick and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence 

View of the expanded Primark in 2020. This 
clearly shows that Primark now occupies the 
properties to the left of the previous Primark 
store 

© Evelyn Simak and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence 

https://drewfamily.uk/93-items-purchased/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Littlewoods
https://www.littlewoods.com/
https://www.edp24.co.uk/lifestyle/20870166.sixteen-norwich-shops-cant-go-anymore/
https://www.edp24.co.uk/lifestyle/20870166.sixteen-norwich-shops-cant-go-anymore/
https://sprowstonhistory.weebly.com/haymarket-norwich.html
https://www.eveningnews24.co.uk/news/business/22348282.former-primark-store-goes-rent/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/2972805
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/6016065
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/6016065
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/6016065
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/6374743
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Two months later, in May 1973, grandma bought another coat from Butchers. Grandad described this 
as a summer coat and it cost £17. A few months later, in September 1973, grandad went for a new 
suit to Burtons.26 This cost £36.50. He paid a deposit of £10 but noted they could not deliver in under 
six weeks. He also bought a cap from Dunn & Co27 for £1.60 and he commented on the price. On 12 
October 1973, grandma collected the suit and paid the balance. Grandad noted that he had never paid 
so much for a suit before.  
 

 
 
 

 
26 See Chapter 93.  
27 The Nottingham branch of Dunn and Co is mentioned in Chapter 72. Dunn and Co was a major menswear chain, established in 1887 by 
George Arthur Dunn, in Birmingham. It ceased trading in 1996 and, at that time, it had 130 shops and 429 staff. According to the 1967 
Kelly’s Directory, they were based at 11 London Street, The 1970/71 and 1971/72 Kelly’s Tradefinders shows them at 9-11 London Street. 
It seems that the building is now occupied by Jarrolds and Jo Malone which itself seems to be part of the Jarrold complex.  

 
 

Cap and tied from Dunn and Co with labels inset for cap (above left) and tie (above right) 

https://drewfamily.uk/93-items-purchased/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dunn_%26_Co.
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6291037,1.2937771,3a,75y,6.59h,91.05t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s2KIez5PAs0k5DLasng3rAA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.jomalone.co.uk/
https://www.jarrold.co.uk/brands/jo-malone-london
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The next month, in November 1973, grandma bought Mrs Ducker’s fur coat for £15. Grandad reckoned 
this was a bargain.  
 
The next year, in January 1974, grandma bought some Barkers28 shoes at Buckinghams.29 She bought 
them because her feet hurt. They cost £11.95. The following month, in February 1974, grandma 
bought grandad a pair of trousers from Marks and Spencer’s for £6.99.30   

 
28 Established in 1880, by Arthur Barker, this company continues to make shoes although they moved to a new factory in 1987. 
29 It seems this company operated from at least 1914 to 2000. There was a book written about them which was subtitled “a hundred years 
in the shoe trade 1862-1962”. Also, they are one of three shoe retailers featured in the book “The Story of the Norwich Boot and Shoe 
Trade” by Frances and Michael Holmes (pp107-109). According to the 1967 Kelly’s Directory, they were located at 27 London Street. This 
address is confirmed in the 1970-71 and 1971-72 Kelly Tradefinders. This is at the top of Swan Lane and was occupied by Fourth Avenue 
but this has permanently closed and the building was being advertised for sale in December 2022. There is a photo of shoes in the window 
of the shop on the Norwich Remembers Facebook Group. I also found a 1972 article celebrating their centenary.  
30 See Chapters 84 and 93. Established in 1884 by Michael Marks and Thomas Spencer in Leeds, Marks and Spencer is a well-known 
department store. The Norwich store on the corner of Rampant Horse Street and St Stephens has been there for as long as I can 
remember.  

 

 

 

Grandad commonly wore a flat cap, similar to the one 
bought from Dunn and Co and shown overleaf, as 
illustrated from these photos in the memory book that 
Tricia put together 
Top – family trip to Eaton Park circa 1962 showing Tricia, 
mum, me, dad and grandad 
Left – grandad and Tricia gardening 
Right – Eva, grandad and grandma at the beach 

https://www.barkershoes.com/pages/about-us
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/00133635
https://books.google.co.uk/books/about/J_Buckingham_Sons_Norwich_Limited.html?id=oX3KxQEACAAJ&redir_esc=y
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6292241,1.2948804,3a,75y,337.84h,86.67t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sVEJV4BkRyGG5fcTsGeXcmQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.loopnet.co.uk/Listing/27-London-St-Norwich/26085367/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=9181316171894345&set=gm.5712890795437759&idorvanity=1165474790179405
https://www.localrecall.co.uk/search/4033190
https://drewfamily.uk/93-items-purchased/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marks_%26_Spencer
https://www.marksandspencer.com/
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Above left – advert for Barker 
shoes 
Above right – book by Frances 
and Michael Holmes entitled 
“The Story of the Norwich 
Boot and Shoe Trade”. It 
features three shoe retailers 
including Buckinghams. 
Right – copy of the book 
Buckinghams: A Hundred 
Years in the Shoe Trade. They 
published this book privately 
to celebrate their centenary in 
1962. The book is open at a 
page which shows their shop 
in London Street at that time. 
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In March 1974, grandma paid a £1 deposit on some shoes to be picked up the next Monday. The 
following day, Irene Bell bought grandad a pair of trousers from Marks and Spencer but she brought 
size 40” waist and he needed 42”. He noted that she would change them. A few days later, he noted 
that he had started wearing his grey trousers and I assume these were the ones Irene had bought.   
 
In August 1970, while on the trip to the passion play in Oberammergau, grandma bought a folding 
umbrella31 in Innsbruck.32  
 
As far as I can see, there was only one mention of buying games during this period. That was in January 
1974 when grandma went to Norwich and bought Scrabble for £2.10.32  
 
There were more frequent mentions of purchases related to musical instruments. For example, in 
January 1971, grandad noted that we told him that we had bought a Japanese piano from Suttons33 
in Exchange Street for £360.34 Three months later, in April 1971, grandma and Auntie Dolly went into 
Norwich and bought some parts for “the fiddle”.35 The next month, in May 1971, grandma took Dolly’s 

 
31 Apparently, the first telescopic, foldable umbrella was invented by Hans Haupt in 1928 but it was only patented by Bradford Philips in 
1969. 
32 See Chapter 106. 
33 See Chapter 93.  
34 For some notes on this and photos of the piano, see Chapter 102. 
35 This refers to a one-stringed fiddle grandad was making – see Chapter 109.  

© Keith Evans and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence 
 

Marks and Spencer’s in Norwich in 2009 

https://www.beau-nuage.fr/en/?fc=module&module=prestablog&controller=blog&id=8
https://drewfamily.uk/106-entertainment-in-the-early-1970s/
https://drewfamily.uk/93-items-purchased/
https://drewfamily.uk/102-waverley-and-college-road/
https://drewfamily.uk/109-grandad-is-more-limited-in-his-practical-work/
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/6016065
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1446586
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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banjo36 to “Wilson’s music shop”.37 He was going to try to sell it for her. Two 
weeks later, grandma went back and he gave her £6 for the banjo. Auntie 
Dolly was very pleased with this. The next year, in January 1972, grandma 
bought grandad a violin bow from Willsons38 for £3.50. A year later, in April 
1973, grandma and Auntie Dolly bought grandad two chime bars from 
Willson’s. These cost £1.60. But, two days later, grandma returned the chime 
bars and got a refund. Grandad noted that he was going to try to get him a 
glockenspiel. Three months later, in July 1973, he noted that Cooke’s39 
delivered “the chime bars and case”.40 The price was £31 but grandad was 
offered it for £22. So, he bought it. At the end of that year, in December 1973, 
grandma bought grandad a D violin string. Arthur Elsegood had brought him 
an A string the previous day.   
 
There were a number of entries related to buying pens. For example, on 15 
February 1971, grandma bought a “Tempo” nylonpoint pen41 for 15 NEW 
PENCE.42 The following year, in August 1972, grandma went into Norwich and 
bought grandad a Biro refill for five pence. He noted getting such refills again 
in November 1974 when both grandma and Arthur Elsegood bought one for 
him, again for five pence. For Christmas 1974, we bought grandma a Parker 
ball pen.43 
 

There were also a number of entries related to buying clocks and 
watches. For example, on 13 March 1970, grandma bought Liz a 
watch from Tilletts44 for her fifth birthday.45 This cost £3 13 0. The 
following year, in June 1971, Auntie Dolly bought a wrist watch 
from Tilletts for £5.40. The next month, in July 1971, grandma and 
grandad bought a digital clock from Parton’s46. The price was £21 
and they received a one pound discount so paid £20 cash. But, 
some ten days later, grandma took it back. Parton’s had to send it 
off to where it came from as they were unable to put it right. Five 
days after that, Parton’s notified them that the clock was ready for 
collection. Apparently, they had replaced it with a new one.  

 
36 Presumably Auntie Dolly did not want this anymore. I think grandma had brought it for grandad to look at following a trip to Bedford in 
1970 (see Chapter 106). I assume grandad decided he did not want to buy it/keep it.  
37 This entry amuses me as there were two music shops in Norwich at this time (see adverts in Chapter 103) with the name Willson but 
both were spelled with a double L. Our youngest daughter’s married name is Willson and, at her wedding, she said she would be getting 
used to introducing herself as Emma Willson with two Ls! Willson and Ramshaw were located at 10-12 Bridewell Alley (which now seems 
to house womenswear and cosmetics shop Atwin) and W E Willson’s were located at 24 White Lion Street (which now houses Jack’s 
Jewellers). I am not sure which of these this was but perhaps the latter, otherwise grandad might have said Willson and Ramshaw. There 
are excellent photos of both Willson and Ramshaw and W  E Willson’s posted by Reg Thrumper on the Norwich Remembers Facebook 
Group. There are also posts of record sleeves with the W E Willson’s stamp on.   
38 Grandad consistently spelled this with one L but, given that this is my daughter’s married name, I don’t think I can do this! 
39 See Chapter 92.  
40 As far as I can see, there is no earlier reference to this, e.g. when grandad ordered this.  
41 Apparently, this pen was originally known as the Flair and has recently reverted to that name. It was also variously known as the Tempo 
and the Nylon. It is still produced by Paper Mate.  
42 Grandad recorded this in capitals because this was the day decimalization took place.  
43 See Chapter 106. 
44 See Chapter 92.  
45 See Chapter 106. This was something they had done for each of us when we turned five, see Chapter 92. 
46 In the 1967 Kelly’s Directory, they are listed as a jewellers, silversmiths and watch and clock makers based at 20 Gentleman’s Walk. 
There are similar entries in the Kelly Tradefinders for 1970-71 and 1971-72. This is on the corner of Davey Place where Caffe Nero is now. 
There are some fabulous photos of Parton’s on the Norwich Remembers Facebook Group including two posted by Karen High, one from 
the 1980s and one from 1914 showing troops gathered in the Market Place. A similar 1914 photo was posted by Peter Rowley.  Reg 
Thrumper has posted views across the market comparing the 1970s and the 2010s. Ed Norfolk posted a shot taken from Davey Place 
which shows Parton’s on the left with a large clock with their name on it. Richard Vivian posted a photo which looks the other way 
towards the castle.  

 

 
Watch from Parton’s in Norwich 

Unopened Paper Mate Tempo pen 

http://www.thepalimpsest.co.uk/2010/06/bic-edding55-papermate-ball-pentel.html
https://drewfamily.uk/106-entertainment-in-the-early-1970s/
https://drewfamily.uk/103-schools/
https://joemasonspage.wordpress.com/2015/01/07/norwich-shops-7-bridewell-alley-2/
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.630064,1.2951359,3a,90y,305.33h,85.59t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1s76NXwLsrrQad4FzcFydFQw!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3D76NXwLsrrQad4FzcFydFQw%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D357.2426%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i16384!8i8192
https://atwinstore.co.uk/
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.627319,1.2945883,3a,75y,28.82h,88.77t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sFCw7MnIB9Zkl6ZeSGsF2RQ!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3DFCw7MnIB9Zkl6ZeSGsF2RQ%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D4.899442%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.facebook.com/people/Jacks-Jewellers/100063547722291/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Jacks-Jewellers/100063547722291/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=889543581887448&set=gm.3845430435517147
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=801092980732509&set=gm.3487185408008320
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10155202474840952&set=pcb.1675521262508086
https://drewfamily.uk/92-entertainment-in-the-late-1960s/
https://www.cultpens.com/i/q/PP03161/paper-mate-flair-pen-medium
https://www.papermate.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paper_Mate
https://drewfamily.uk/106-entertainment-in-the-early-1970s/
https://drewfamily.uk/92-entertainment-in-the-late-1960s/
https://drewfamily.uk/106-entertainment-in-the-early-1970s/
https://drewfamily.uk/92-entertainment-in-the-late-1960s/
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6284695,1.2933582,3a,75y,55.5h,92.44t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1srGPLH0bF_VHpN3u-MKR-Nw!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3DrGPLH0bF_VHpN3u-MKR-Nw%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D6.002227%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i13312!8i6656
https://caffenero.com/uk/store/norwich-gentlemans-walk-55/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10225011085642217&set=gm.4218395351553985
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10224617837691264&set=gm.4047803471946508
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=3365701453485012&set=gm.3493473950712799
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=808939993281141&set=pcb.3512869485439912
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=808940379947769&set=pcb.3512869485439912
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10154216241301859&set=gm.1204428659617351
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1165474790179405/search/?q=pARTON
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In November 1974, grandad ordered a battery alarm clock by phone from Dixons. They delivered it 
the next day, It cost £6.95½47 and grandad noted that he liked it.  
 
There are relatively few mentions of buying gifts for others but, in February 1970, grandma bought a 
cut glass flower jar for John and Bunty who were getting married in March.48 This cost 24 shillings from 
Samuels49 on the Walk.50  
 

  
 

 
47 Halfpennies were in use from 1971 to 1984 (see Chapter 112)..  
48 See Chapter 101. 
49 Their Nottingham branch is mentioned in Chapter 72. H Samuel was established by Harriet Samuel in 1862, as a mail-order business in 
Manchester – and continues to operate. There is a good history section on their website. There is still a store in Norwich in Chapelfield 
Mall which is now called Chantry Place. According to the 1967 Kelly’s Directory, there were two branches in Norwich at that time, one at 
14 The Walk and the other at 10 St Stephen’s Street. This was also the case in the Kelly Tradefinders for 1970-71 and 1971-72. The branch 
in The Walk was still there in 2019. However, it was boarded up in 2021 and still seems to be available to rent. The branch in St Stephen’s 
Street was on the corner of St Stephen’s Street and Barwells Court and appears to be occupied by M&S now. There is an excellent photo of 
this from Barwells Court taken in 1974 on the Norwich Remembers Facebook Group. The clock outside this branch was a well-known 
landmark and people used to meet there. There is a photo from 1997 showing this on the Norwich Remembers Facebook Group. 
However, it seems there may have been two clocks with one outside the branch in the Walk too.  
50 To be honest, I was a bit surprised that grandma bought a glass vase from H Samuel which I know for jewellery but it does seem they 
sold and sell such items.  

© Keith Evans and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence 

Clock outside H Samuel branch in the Walk, Norwich in 2007 
with Celtic cross pendant (top left) and watch (top right) 
inset 

 

 

https://drewfamily.uk/112-external-events-early-1970s-2/
https://drewfamily.uk/101-weddings/
https://drewfamily.uk/72-dad-and-his-work/
https://www.hsamuel.co.uk/about_us/
https://www.hsamuel.co.uk/webstore/secure/store/4663/norwich/
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6287927,1.2933882,3a,75y,90.2h,91.44t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sEnll31RRpbXRjXMGOIeYUA!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3DEnll31RRpbXRjXMGOIeYUA%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D165.50159%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.eveningnews24.co.uk/news/business/22339713.happening-former-h-samuel-city-centre-store/
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6257224,1.2932587,3a,75y,323.6h,93.56t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sa2Y1GDxKYSbp7g1Syq1gYg!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10162532233735788&set=gm.528970574332307
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10226471963723256&set=gm.5067421479984697&idorvanity=1165474790179405
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/336774
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/6016065
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/336844
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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In December 1973, Barbara Carpenter brought grandad an electric razor, a two-cutter Philishave51 
model. But, grandad wanted a three-cutter. He saw an advert52 in the Evening News that Currys53 had 
them at a reduced price from £10.78 to £7.50. So, grandma went with Barbara and got him one. He 
noted that he tried it and was satisfied. Later that month, in December 1973, grandma and Auntie 
Dolly went to Norwich to buy three yards of cable to make an extension for his razor. 
 

 
 
 
In December 1974, Irene Bell got a deep freeze.54 I don’t think grandad had mentioned them before 
and I don’t think we had one as a child. Apparently, only 3% of British households owned a freezer in 
1969 but this rose to a third in the mid- 70s, over half by 1980 and 96% by the end of the nineties.  
 
There were a couple of entries related to purchases related to photography. In August 1970, grandad 
had a replacement bulb for the projector from Dixons for the one that had “burst” a couple of months 
earlier in June 1970. The following year, in September 1971, grandma bought a reversible coloured 
film from Co-op for £1.89.55 
 
In January 1972, the tube went on grandma and grandad’s television. Initially, it seems they were 
going to rent a new set from Hubbards56 but the next day grandma went into Norwich to look at new 

 
51 This was the brand name used by Philips for their razors from 1939 to 2006. Philishave differed from other razors in that it had rotating 
cutters. The original design, with one cutter, was designed by Alexandre Horowitz. A two-cutter model was introduced in 1951 and a 
three-cutter model was introduced globally in 1966. I am pretty sure I recall grandad having one of these and I think I may have owned 
one at some point. But, I reverted back to disposable safety razors a long time ago.  
52 I have not found this precise advert but I did find an advert from December 1973 in which a Philishave 1129 was reduced from £10.78 to 
£7.95 at Thelco Cash and Carry (which is apparently now Woodside Snooker Centre). I wonder if this is the model grandad bought given 
the match to the base price.  
53 See Chapter 93.  
54 The term “deep freeze” was popular in the 1940s and has come to symbolise a chest freezer.  
55 I am not entirely sure what this was but assume it was a film for a camera. Slide film is known as reversal film and I wonder if this is what 
grandma bought. I know grandma and grandad used slide film.  
56 See Chapter 84.  

Collection of 
Philishave razors 
including a two-
cutter model 
(bottom left) and 
two three-cutter 
models (top left 
and bottom right). 
The model top left 
is the 1129 which I 
think is the model 
grandad had. 

https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/fass/projects/esf/freezers.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philishave
https://www.localrecall.co.uk/search/4303623
https://sprowstonhistory.weebly.com/woodside-road.html
https://drewfamily.uk/93-items-purchased/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Refrigerator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reversal_film
https://drewfamily.uk/84-other-aspects-of-life-in-the-early-sixties/
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televisions. Three days later, grandad phoned Panks57 to 
order one. The next day, a man came and fixed an aerial for 
BBC1 and 2 and also ITA1.58 In the afternoon, Panks brought 
them two televisions to look at, a new one and a secondhand 
one. They decided to have the new one, a Bush De Luxe.59 
Three days after that, grandad started to pull their old 
television to pieces.60 That same day, grandma went to Panks 
to pay for the television. The cost with discount was £85. The 
day after that, a man came from Panks to see to the tuning 
of the television. But, grandad said he would have to come 
again as, although it was better, it was “not OK”.  Two days 
later, grandad noted that the television was not working 
properly. Someone came from Panks the next day. They took 
the television away but left an old one temporarily. But, after 
about a week, that one went “wonky”. Grandad phoned 
Panks in the morning and Irene Bell went there in the 
afternoon. They promised to return their TV that day which 
they did about 6pm. Grandad reported being satisfied and 
that he sent the old TV back. 
 
In March 1972, grandma went back to Panks to pay for a television aerial which cost £7.75. She also 
enquired about a new portable radio. The next day, Irene Bell brought them a Roberts61 portable 
transistor radio from Panks for £33.75.62 But, two days later, a man from Panks brought them a new 
radio as grandma and grandad did not like the graining on some of the wood. Grandad noted that it 
looked like a blob of black paint. Over the next few days, they had problems with the radio. Grandad 
said it went “wonky”. They could not get any sound out of it except through earphones. Irene Bell took 
the radio in for them but she had to leave it there, She collected it the next day. Apparently, there had 
been a loose connection. But, in May 1972, the radio went “wonky” again. Grandma took it to Panks 
the same day but it was about two weeks before they got it back but grandad said it was then “OK”.  
 
 
 
 
  

 
57 See Chapter 96. 
58 Grandad was referring to the channel which is now ITV. ITA was an agency created in 1954 to supervise the creation of ITV. It was 
renamed the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) in 1972 when it was also given responsibility for commercial radio. It was replaced 
by the Independent Television Commission (ITC) and the Radio Authority in 1990. These were in turn replaced by the Office of 
Communications (OFCOM) in 2003.  
59 I think these sets were produced from as early as the 1950s and there may have been a range of different TVs with this name.  
60 And he finished doing that some three days later.  
61 Roberts is a British company that produces radios. Established in 1932 by Harry Roberts, it has been based in Mexborough since 1994 
when it was taken over by GlenDimplex.   
62 Grandad noted that Irene also paid for it. 

 

 

 

Left – modern promotional poster for Roberts ChronoDAB radio 
Above – I recall mum being a fan of Roberts radios and she had 
this relatively modern ChronoDAB radio 

Advert for Bush TVs 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_Television_Authority
https://drewfamily.uk/96-technology-in-the-late-1960s/
https://www.robertsradio.com/en-gb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roberts_Radio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexborough
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GlenDimplex
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A vintage Roberts R600 radio. I don’t know if this was the model grandma and grandad bought. I do know that the one they bought had wooden elements which this one 
does. They bought the radio in 1972. Apparently the R600 was produced from 1968 to 1973 so the dates fit. Another radio that fits the time period is the R707 and that 
looks very similar. I thought I might be able to track down the model based on price. In November 1972 the Roberts R600 was selling for £23.25 with a list price of £25.90 
while the R707 was selling for £31.75 with a list price of £34.75 . On balance, I suspect this means that grandma and grandad were more likely to have bought the R707 
as they paid £33.75. 

https://www.radiomuseum.org/m/roberts_gb_en_1.html
https://www.radiomuseum.org/r/roberts_r600r_60.html
https://www.radiomuseum.org/r/roberts_r707r_70.html
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/bna/viewarticle?id=bl%2f0003619%2f19721130%2f025&stringtohighlight=roberts%20r707
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This is the R707 radio. To my untrained eye, it looks very similar to the R600 
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 It is only when the two radios are put together that it becomes apparent that the R707 is much bigger 
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Grandad continued to buy paraffin and other items for his Paul Warma paraffin stove63 which dated 
from the 1950s and which I believe he used in his cabin. In November 1970, he went to Dixons for five 
gallons of paraffin. He noted that it was the first of the season. He also noted buying paraffin in April  
and November 1973 and March 1974.64 He also had to buy wicks for the Paul Warma. Grandma bought 
one in Norwich and Dixons delivered one65 with paraffin in November 1973. Also, in November 1973, 
Ron Douglas gave grandad an old fire like the Paul Warma. Grandad got this going the following day 
but took it back a few days later as it leaked.  
 

  

 
63 See Chapter 67. 
64 The price went up sharply from 16p per gallon in November 1973 to 29p per gallon in March 1974. This was despite the price of paraffin 
being controlled at that time. Apparently, the average price of paraffin rose from around 21p per gallon in 1973 to 46-51p per gallon in 
1979.  
65 Grandad noted that this cost 11p.  

 

Example of Paul Warma with expanded logo inset (above right). Initially, I just bought a leaflet about the 
Warma (see Chapter 67) but, in the end, because it is mentioned so often and I find it a cool-looking thing, I 
bought one! 

https://drewfamily.uk/67-doing-things-yourself-and-other-practical-tasks/
https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/written-answers/1979/jul/19/paraffin
https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/written-answers/1979/jul/19/paraffin
https://drewfamily.uk/67-doing-things-yourself-and-other-practical-tasks/
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During this period, grandma and grandad bought a number of domestic items for the home. These 
included a new battery for their gas lighter66, an electric under blanket67, a shade for a reading lamp68, 
cups and saucers69, a large cup and saucer70, a slicing machine71, a kitchen fire72, a shopping bag on 
wheels73 and a cheese grater.74 Sometimes, Ron Douglas bought items for them as, for some reason, 
he was able to get discounted prices. For example, in February 1974, he bought them a Hoover vacuum 
cleaner from the Electric Board. It should have been just over £36 but it was on offer at £28. Ron got 
it for £25.65 and grandma and grandad gave him a pound for getting it for them. The following month, 
in March 1974, Ron got mum an electric fire. The cost of this should have been £15.99 but he got it 
for £10.73. Mum also gave Ron a pound for doing this. Grandad noted giving mum half the cost of the 
fire (£6). Grandad also repaired or reassembled items they had bought earlier. For example, in June 
1973, he repaired a chair of a suite they had bought from Brays75 in Kirkby.76 The following month, in 
July 1973, grandad reassembled the table he had from Barringers77 when they lived in Kirkby. He 
finished it a few days later.  
 
  

 
66 They had got the gas lighter from Halfords in 1966 (see Chapter 93). They also got the battery from Halfords, in February 1970, at a cost 
of 3/3. For details of Halfords see Chapter 84. In December 1972, grandad noted that grandma bought a new battery for the gas “lighting”. 
I suspect this was referring to the gas lighter as she also bought this battery from Halfords. This time it cost 40p which was the equivalent 
of eight shillings in “old money”. In May 1973, grandma bought a replacement gas lighter, also from Halfords, for £1.25. 
67 Which grandma bought from Boots for £4 15 0 in October 1970. For details of Boots see Chapter 52. 
68 Which grandad got from Dixons in December 1970 to fix up a reading lamp for Amy Wilson. I am not sure if this was for Amy to use with 
them or for once she returned home. I am also not sure if the reading lamp originally came from Arthur Elsegood but, in August 1971, 
Arthur brought grandad a bulb for the reading lamp that he had previously given him. The price of the bulb was 62½p. 
69 In June 1971, grandma bought three dozen cups and saucers from Loose’s. I am not sure why she wanted so many but perhaps they 
were for church. She got them through Mrs Douglas at a discount so paid £7.14. I am not sure why Mrs Douglas got a discount at Loose’s. 
Perhaps she worked there or had done so previously. Loose’s were a retailer of china and glassware that advertised in the Hewett 
magazine in 1972 (see Chapter 103). They still operate as Loose’s Emporium and appear to focus on antiques. They are based at 23-25 
Magdalen Street. 
70 Which grandma brought grandad from Mansfield and which cost 50p.  
71 Grandma bought this in August 1972 from Bonds for £3.75. But, about a week later, she took it back and exchanged it for another one. 
This one cost £6.35 and she paid the £2.60 balance. I confess I am not absolutely sure what this was. I suspect it was a food slicer for ham 
or bread but I don’t know if it was manual or electric. I think I may recall grandma having something like this for cutting ham but I am not 
sure! In April 1974, grandad noted that Mrs Davis bought a bread slicer for £8.58. 
72 In January 1973, grandma and grandad were visited by Mr Robinson from the Gas Board concerning a kitchen fire (see Chapter 102). 
73 Which grandma bought from Boots in May 1973 for £2.60. 
74 Which grandma and Auntie Dolly bought in Norwich in April 1974.  
75 See Chapter 85. 
76 He wrote, “I repaired a chair of the suite we bought off Brays (Kirkby) & exchanged Sheila for her suite for ours when we came to 
Norwich”. I confess to finding this a bit hard to follow! It seems they bought the suite from Brays and then exchanged it with mum when 
they moved to Norwich. Presumably, this means this suite was now mum’s. They did buy a suite from Brays in 1961 (see Chapter 84). I 
have memories of an orange suite which we had for a long time (see Chapter 102) but I don’t know if this was the one.  
77 I am not entirely sure who this is referring to. There is a Barringer Road in Mansfield and the company Barringer, Wallis and Manners 
made metal boxes from the 1890s to 1939 when the business was taken over by Metal Box. However, I can’t see any connection between 
this and a table! Based on comments on Kirkby Living Memory Facebook Group, the most likely explanation seems to be that he was given 
or bought the table from Barringers/Metal Box when they perhaps no longer needed it.  

 

 

Example of a manual food 
slicer 

https://drewfamily.uk/93-items-purchased/
https://drewfamily.uk/84-other-aspects-of-life-in-the-early-sixties/
https://drewfamily.uk/52-entertainment-in-the-early-1950s/
https://drewfamily.uk/103-schools/
https://www.facebook.com/LoosesEmporium/
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6341749,1.2967125,3a,75y,64.06h,93.2t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sOqbIv-mr-TA6cMKZkcu4rg!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3DOqbIv-mr-TA6cMKZkcu4rg%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D270.4124%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6341749,1.2967125,3a,75y,64.06h,93.2t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sOqbIv-mr-TA6cMKZkcu4rg!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3DOqbIv-mr-TA6cMKZkcu4rg%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D270.4124%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i16384!8i8192
https://drewfamily.uk/102-waverley-and-college-road/
https://drewfamily.uk/85-practical-skills/
https://drewfamily.uk/84-other-aspects-of-life-in-the-early-sixties/
https://drewfamily.uk/102-waverley-and-college-road/
https://brewerytrays.co.uk/cms/index.php/information/information-manufacturers-history/information-manufacturers-history-barringer-wallis-manners-ltd-metal-box.html
https://brewerytrays.co.uk/cms/index.php/information/information-manufacturers-history/information-manufacturers-history-barringer-wallis-manners-ltd-metal-box.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/439204109487919/permalink/8598045773603671
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Halfords adverts in the Christmas Radio 
Times 1972 
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During this period, grandad also bought various tools and pieces 
of equipment. Tools and equipment he bought included a 
ladder78, a belt for his circular saw79, wire brushes for his Black 
and Decker drill80, seven feet of belting81, a motor82, a piece of 
plating and a dozen fret saw blades83, a band saw kit84 and a 
piece of Formica with chess board85. For Christmas 1974, we 
bought grandad a drill.86 In January 1971, grandad got some nails 
from Dixons and also collected his eight-inch saw which they had 
sharpened at a cost of 6/3. Grandad87 also bought materials for 
a variety of projects including work on the windmills88, making 
an anemometer89, adding a transformer to Barbara Carpenter’s 
photo viewer90, making a box91, fitting a tube to my bike92, 
making one or more tables93, work on a chair94 and making 
covers for their suite.95 
 
 

 
78 This was a 10’ 5” aluminium ladder that grandad had ordered from Gaywood Corner (see Chapter 93) on 27 June 1970. They delivered it 
on 11 July 1970. Grandma paid the balance of £1 16 6 as grandad had gone to Irene’s for the paper. 
79 Which grandma got in January 1971 for 3/11 from a shop in Maddermarket. 
80 In March 1971. Grandad had got a Black and Decker drill for his birthday from mum and dad in 1955 (see Chapter 66).  
81 Which Irene Bell got for grandad in June 1971 from Gaffers (see Chapter 93). It cost 10p per foot, so a total of 70p.  
82 Grandad bought a ¼ HP motor from what looks like “Eleothonics” on Reepham Road in August 1971. This was for his fret machine and 
cost £3.50. However, I have not found any company by that name. I wonder if it might be Tele-tronics as they were based on Reepham 
Road and grandad had used them before (see Chapter 93). However, the first letter appears to be clearly an “e” but it is small case which 
is odd. It is certainly possible that he got the name mixed up. It was quite a while since he had bought other things from them. But, he 
recorded the name correctly then. 
83 In September 1971, grandad bought a piece of plating for his fret saw from Boddys (see Chapter 93) for 55p. He also bought a dozen fret 
blades No 4 for 16p. 
84 In October 1971, Tom took grandad to Sergents in Costessey (see Chapter 93) to enquire about a band saw. Two weeks later, he tried 
again. But, he commented “I needed ball bearings instead of buying them I decided to have the 2 wheel kit front [from?] Sergents price 
£12, I have to build it”. I am not entirely sure what this means. The next day, Robin Harrison took grandad to Sergents in Costessey. He 
bought a kit for making a three-wheeled band saw, price £13.60 less £1 for the saw he bought the previous week. He noted that he paid 
£11.50 but I am not sure I follow the maths here. He also noted that he needed to get a saw to fit the size he was making. I confess I am 
not sure why he needed another saw if he had bought one and was making one. Two months later, in December 1971, grandad sent for a 
quarter inch saw. That same month, Robin Harrison bought grandad an iron plate from Boddy’s for 60p. It was 25 inches by 15 inches and 
was for the band saw, which grandad referred to as “BS”. 
85 In April 1972, grandad and Tom went to Dixons. Grandad bought a piece of Formica with a chess board. It was three feet by two feet and 
cost £2.47½. I am not sure what it was for but I vaguely remember a table top with a chess board on it.  
86 See Chapter 106. 
87 Or someone else. 
88 In August 1970, grandad bought a 100 foot roll of aluminium lawn edging to cover the sides of the  windmill. In May 1973, Ron Douglas 
got grandad an eight inch bolt for the windmill from Dixons. This cost 22½p. 
89 In January 1970, grandad made a rare trip by bus to Norwich as he wanted some larger cups for his anemometer (see Chapter 94). He 
got four five inch tundishes from Jarrolds at 1/9 each. But, in the afternoon he went to Dixons for some six inch tundishes and got four at 
2/3 each as he thought six inches would be better than five. He noted that they would be able to return the five inch ones to Jarrolds for 
other goods which grandma did later that month. She paid another six pence and got a cooking pan in exchange. On the same trip, she 
also bought some fluorescent tubes from the Co-op for 48/6. 
90 Barbara bought this in June 1970 from Woolworths for 12/6. Grandad was going to use it to convert her photo viewer to run, like his did, 
from the mains rather than batteries.   
91 In August 1970, grandad went to Dixons to buy plywood to make a box for Rev Hayman’s son who was starting a new school. 
92 In June 1971, on my 11th birthday, mum brought grandad a new tube which he fitted to my bike. In November 1973, grandad repaired 
two bikes and he bought a new tube for my bike for 66p. Arthur Elsegood brought the tube from Dixons. 
93 In April 1972, grandad, Tom, Amy and grandma all went to Dixons. Grandad bought a piece of blockboard that was two feet by three 
feet and a set of legs and adhesive etc. for the table. The blockboard cost 102p [or £1.02]. Grandma also bought a door mat. In September 
1972, grandma bought a piece of Formica for the table top grandad was making. This cost 90p. I am not completely sure if grandad was 
making one table or more.  
94 In October 1972, Arthur Elsegood went to Carpenters on Reepham Road to buy some castors for a chair that he and grandad were doing 
for dad. These cost £2.15. From the 1972 telephone directory, this was a hardware store called C D Carpenters at 313 Reepham Road. 
These premises also later housed Teletronics and Wensum Glass and Filming but, in August 2021, they housed Hab-a-Go, a knitting shop. I 
found a news article from 1977 in which Mr C D Carpenter was appealing against a decision to refuse him planning permission to extend 
the shop.   
95 In November 1972, grandma bought some material to make covers for the arms of their suite. This cost £2.18 per yard and the total cost 
was £9.88. She got the material from Bonds. A few days later, she bought some more material for £5.45 bringing the total cost to £15.33. 

 Grandad’s diary entries for 15-23 August 1971. Highlighted is the 
purchase of a quarter HP electric motor from a shop on Reepham Road.  
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Grandad also noted 
the purchase of 
various things for the 
garden. These 
included lawn 
mowers96, 120 feet of 
plastic hosepipe97, an 
oscillating lawn 
sprayer98, grass 
seed99, weed killer100, 
a pair of shears101, 
some slabs102, a lawn 
edger103 and a lawn 
rake.104 
 

 
96 In April 1970, grandad noted that Ken Bell bought a Ransome 14 inch battery mower. It was the 1970 model and the price was reduced 
from £61 to £45. Ransomes is still a brand of lawnmowers and the history section of their website traces their origins back to Robert 
Ransome in 1789. However, Wikipedia states that the company was taken over by Textron Inc in 1989 and it ceased to exist as an 
independent company then. In June 1973, grandma bought a Qualcast rotary electric mower from Curls. The price was £14 but it was on 
offer at £10.90. For details of Qualcast and Curls, see Chapter 93. Although Curls was taken over by Debenhams in the 1960s, it was only 
renamed in the 1970s. I presume it was after this but this may not be the case as I know many people persisted with using the old names 
(e.g. for Curls and Bonds) even after they had officially changed. This may be the case as, three days later, grandad noted that David Bell 
brought the rotary mower from Debenhams. Grandad had to assemble it. In July 1974, grandma bought a new blade for the rotary mower. 
This cost 65p. 
97 In May 1970, mum took grandma and grandad to Jarrolds where they bought 120 feet of plastic hosepipe plus fittings for the same. The 
pipe cost 79/11 and the fittings 23/3 so a total of £5 3 2. In June 1970, Irene Bell bought grandma and grandad a coupling for the hose 
pipe. She got this for 11/7 from Jarrolds. I assume this was to link the hosepipe to oscillating lawn sprayer – see footnote 98. 
98 In June 1970, grandma bought an oscillating lawn sprayer for 65 shillings. 
99 In March 1971, grandma bought a pound of grass seed from Jarrolds for 50p. 
100 In March 1972, grandma bought a stone of weed killer for the paths. This cost £1.60. In May 1973, grandma bought a pound of 
weedkiller from Boots for £1.90. I cannot quite follow this as this would mean the price had gone up more than 14 times in little over a 
year unless they were very different types of weedkiller! It is possible that one entry is wrong and they should have both been the same 
unit. One thing of note is that there is a gap in the text in May 1973. I think grandad may have intended to write a number there and never 
did. 
101 In June 1972, grandma bought a large pair of Wilkinson shears from Dixons. For details of Wilkinson shears and secateurs, see Chapter 
93. In March 1973, grandma and grandad had their small Wilkinson grass shears sharpened. This cost 45p which was a special price for 
pensioners. 
102 In June 1973, Ron Douglas brought grandad two 2x2 slabs from Dixons for 47p. These completed some slabs that grandad and Arthur 
Elsegood laid in May and June 1973 (see Chapter 109). He got cement and sand from Ken and David Bell and he paid them £2.50 for this in 
July 1973.  
103 In May 1974, grandma bought a lawn edger for £7.35 from Leach’s. But, they found it was cracked so grandma phoned the shop and 
they promised to change it. Ron took this back a few days later and he brought a new one a few days after that. According to the 1967 
Kelly’s Directory, Leach and Son was a decorators’, paint & hardware merchants, wallpapers & electrical appliances. They had branches at 
32 St Stephen’s Street, where Nationwide is now, and 94 St Benedict’s Street, where the wedding shop White Reflections is now, with a 
warehouse on Riverside Road. The branches are also detailed in the Kelly Tradefinders for 1970-71 and 1971-72. There is a photo of 
Leach’s on St Stephen’s Street in the 1980s on the Norwich Remembers Facebook Group. Apparently, Leach’s was founded in Yarmouth in 
1868. Joe Mason’s blog has some reminiscences about Leach’s.  
104 In December 1974, grandma bought a lawn rake from Curls for £1. She got a 45p discount on the price of £1.45. 

 
 

 

 

Above – advert for Leach & Son 
Right - grandad’s diary entries for 1-10 May 1974. I 
found the highlighted word difficult to decipher. 
Initially, I thought it might have been Seaster’s, 
Feaster’s, Teaster’s or even Searle’s. So, I asked for 
help on the Norwich Remembers Facebook Group. 
The consensus appears to be that this refers to 
Leaches but it is complicated by the fact that this is in 
grandad’s writing and most of the rest of the page 
was written by grandma.  
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