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Chapter 102: Waverley and College Road 
 
At the start of the 1970s, we had been living at the house in Middletons Lane in Hellesdon for almost 
ten years.1 I am not sure when mum and dad decided they wanted to move. They may have been 
thinking about this as early as 1965.2 I am also not sure why they decided to move but I suspect they 
wanted a bigger house. They may also have wanted to live more centrally in Norwich.3  
 
Whatever the reason, they were looking to move in 
earnest by 1970. I believe I was aware that this was in the 
offing as it potentially affected me most in terms of 
schooling.4 In July 1970, mum and dad took grandma and 
Arthur and Jessie Lofthouse to see a house they were 
thinking of buying in Long Stratton.5 On the 25th, dad 
collected both grandma and grandad to look at this 
house. Grandad noted that mum and dad were still 
interested in it. Their interest lasted a long time as 
grandma and grandad went again, this time with Tom and 
Amy, to see this house on 14 September 1970. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
However, I don’t know if mum and dad were still looking at 
other places at the same time or if they then ended their 
interest in the Long Stratton house and started looking 
elsewhere. Whatever the reason, on 20 September 1970, 
grandad noted going to see a house in Waverley Road. He 
noted that mum and dad were interested in this. By 
November 1970, when grandma and grandad visited the 
house again, it seems that mum and dad had decided to buy 
this house. Grandad noted that it was number 19.6 In fact, 
they must have agreed in principle to buy the house as, from 
the next day, grandad started work at the house pulling down 
panelling in the attic and elsewhere to allow access for men 
who were treating the timbers against woodworm. He 
worked on this panelling from 11 November to 3 December 

 
1 See Chapter 76. 
2 See Chapter 91. 
3 Although this would not explain why they looked at a house in Long Stratton. It is also possible that mum and dad had different purposes 
for and priorities in moving. I always thought that the house in Waverley Road was more dad’s choice than mum’s but this may have been 
influenced by the fact that we moved out so quickly once mum and dad had split up and dad was no longer living with us. Of course, it 
could also have been that mum wanted a break from a house where she had lived with dad.  
4 See Chapter 103. 
5 I recall that mum and dad were serious about buying this house for quite a while but I don’t know why they decided not to. I am not sure 
which house this was but I think I recall that it was big and had a well in the garden. I think it was a white house and was on the main road. 
There are a number of white-coloured houses on the main road in Long Stratton! Of course, just because it was white then does not mean 
it would be white now! However, there is one house in that location that is called The White House and it is on the corner of White House 
Drive. Could that be it? That house sold by auction for £160,000 in July 2021 but details show that the house was semi-detached and only 
has three bedrooms. I think this would have been too small for what mum and dad wanted at that time. However, it is possible that the 
house was larger then and has since been divided into two semis. Also, the house is listed on Zoopla as having four bedrooms and an 
estimated value of £476,000 to £527,000. The property next to it appears to be called Saxon Lodge and it is also a four-bedroomed semi.  
6 According to Zoopla, this is a five-bedroomed house valued at between £952,000 and £1.16m. There are no details of when the property 
was last sold but next door (17) was sold in April 2021 for £760,000. 

 
© Geographer and licensed for reuse under this 
Creative Commons Licence 

 

Above – sign for the village of Long Stratton. Mum and 
dad looked at buying a house here in 1970 
Left – 19 Waverley Road circa 1970 

https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6134076,1.2704237,3a,75y,81.33h,91.22t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sPzXyfBCuV0oYSJiOpRZKhQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://drewfamily.uk/76-moving-to-norwich/
https://drewfamily.uk/91-work-school-and-houses/
https://drewfamily.uk/103-schools/
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.4826848,1.2328907,3a,75y,293h,86.88t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sDXnELYFnVqZnzaeQT97SWw!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk/auctions/23-june-2021/314014/
https://www.zoopla.co.uk/house-prices/long-stratton/ipswich-road/nr15-2ta/?pn=2
https://www.zoopla.co.uk/house-prices/norwich/waverley-road/?pn=2
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/4235087
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


2 
 

1970. He also did other odd jobs at the house including, for example, fitting a new washer on the 
bathroom bowl. On 27 November 1970, Ken Bell delivered a bedroom suite to Waverley Road. 
Grandad noted that he and grandma had paid Irene Bell £15 for this and that they were giving it to 
mum and dad for Christmas.  
 
We moved from Middletons Lane to Waverley Road on 
8 December 1970. I was ten. I have some recollections 
of this house. I think it had an old bell system for 
summoning servants although I don’t think this worked 
and I think mum and dad probably took it out. The 
house was big but I do not recall the inside clearly. 
There was a big back garden and this had a gravel drive 
round the perimeter. It was possible to ride (and race!) 
bikes round this. The garage(s) was/were set at the 
back of the garden with a drive leading to it/them. I 
recall that this building had a loft/play area which we 
accessed using a rope ladder.   
 
  

 

 

 

 

Top right – example of a bell box similar to the one that there was at our Waverley Road house 
Above left – view of back garden at 19 Waverley Road showing path and drive at the side of the garden 
and a car park in front of the garage(s). The picture also shows a central pond. 
Above right – two photographs taken in the garden of 19 Waverley Road. The top one shows Tricia holding 
our cat, Candy. Tricia is wearing her school uniform and is in front of the pond .The lower one shows Alan. 
The pond, drive and garage(s) are visible behind him.  
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After we moved to Waverley 
Road, grandma and grandad 
both came to help with 
settling in etc. As usual, 
grandad contributed in 
practical ways. For example, 
in May 1971, grandad put 
new cords in the windows in 
Alan’s bedroom and in mine. 
He also did one window in 
the attic. In November that 
year, he repaired the garage 
door for mum. In January 
1971, mum took a fridge 
from grandma and grandad’s 
to Waverley Road. The next 
day, grandma and grandad 
came to ours to see a new 
piano7 and carpets. In 
December 1971, he noted 
that they had let mum have 
their kitchen table and he 
and Robin Harrison had cut 
logs for use at Waverley 
Road. 
 
It appears that the sale of the 
house in Middletons Lane 
did not go through at exactly 
the same time mum and dad 
bought the house in 
Waverley Road but over a 
month later. Grandad noted 
that the house was “turned” 
over on 14 January 1971. In 
the interim period, grandad 
helped with some jobs at the 
old house.  The day after we 
moved to Waverley Road, on 
9 December 1970, grandad 
went with dad to the house 
in Middletons Lane to “see to 
the electric light”. It appears 
that none of the lights were 
working. Grandad noted that 
he got the lights working 
downstairs but not upstairs. 
The next day, he went back 

 
7 From memory, I recalled that this was made by Yamaha and this seems to be confirmed by the photos particularly the lower one.  

 

 

Two photos which I think show the piano that was new in 1971 
Top – Liz, Alan and me at Christmas 1975. This photo was taken after 
we had moved to College Road. 
Above – mum from around that time sitting next to the piano 

https://www.tuningpianos.co.uk/blog/yamaha-corporation-history/
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with dad. This time, he managed to get the upstairs lights working. A week later, he noted going to 
the old house again to do some jobs for mum. On the day the house was “turned” over,  grandad went 
there with mum to pull the climbing frame to pieces. Grandad noted that dad had sold the house for 
£5,500.8  

We lived at Waverley Road for less than three years. Mum and dad split up in June 1973 and, within a 
month, mum was looking to move.9 In July 1973, grandma met mum in Norwich and went with her to 
see a house she was interested in. The next month, mum took Auntie Dolly to see the house mum was 
interested in and grandad noted that it was in College Road. Later that month, grandma, grandad, 
Tom and Amy went to see the house. It seems that, by September 1973, mum had decided to buy the 
house as, that month, grandad noted that grandma had got a cheque for £187.80 from TSB to lend to 
mum to buy the house in College Road. Again, grandad helped in practical ways. He went to the 
College Road house to paint a cupboard for mum on 17 September 1973. Grandma and grandad also 
gave mum further financial help. Between September and October 1973, they lent mum a total of 
£917.80 to pay for the installation of central heating. Mum paid them back in February 1974.  
 
We moved to 192 College Road on 18 October 1973 when 
I was 13. I have strong recollections of this house as I lived 
there for five years until I went to University in 1978. 
While the house is semi-detached and does not look that 
big from College Road, it is actually a very big house10 with 
six bedrooms over a first and second/attic floor. The size 
of the house is perhaps clearer from the alleyway that 
runs alongside it. The house is quite close to the Earlham 
Road end of College Road and is separated from what is 
now The Parkside School by an alleyway which joins 
College Road and Recreation Road. I recall there being a 
garage that was accessed from the alleyway but, from 
memory, this was attached to the house and not the 
separate building as it is currently. Where the garage is 
now was, I think, one or more sheds where, from 1977, I 
kept a motorbike. The house was slightly odd in that both 
“front” and “back” door were on the side. I recall initially 
having a bedroom on the first floor that I believe was 
originally a bigger room that mum sub-divided to give me 
and Alan separate rooms. Later, I moved to an attic room.  
 
 
 

 
8 I am not sure if there is any significance in this wording. I would have thought the house was in joint names but maybe this was not the 
case. I also wonder if there is any implication that mum did not want to sell the house or had not agreed to the price. It is also possible 
that dad was more active than mum in terms of the sale and this is what grandad was referring to. According to Zoopla, the current value 
of this house is between £298,000 and £364,000. 
9 I don’t know why. It may have been that she associated the Waverley Road house with dad and she wanted a clean break from that. 
There could have been financial reasons. I also recall that she wanted to live closer to the church in Park Lane in the area known as the 
“golden triangle” although I don’t recall it ever being called that when I lived there. Apparently, this recollection is correct as the term was 
only coined by estate agents in the 1980s. I don’t think I was keen on the move although I don’t think I had any say in the matter. It 
seemed further to school although in reality the greater distance is pretty marginal. I liked the Waverley Road house and the association 
with dad was for me a positive. I no longer attended church at this point so proximity to the church was for me, at best, neutral. I don’t 
know what my siblings thought. Both houses were close to Tricia’s school. Alan and Liz both went to Earlham Road School which was close 
to the College Road house although both started there after we had moved, Alan in 1973 and Liz in 1976 I think. It is possible that mum 
wanted to move quickly so that we were in the new house for when Alan started at his new school or soon after. I have never known why 
Alan and Liz went to a different school to me. I don’t know if mum or dad were unhappy with anything about Hewett. I have always 
assumed it was something to do with Earlham’s proximity to College Road but I don’t know. 
10 Zoopla estimates its current value to be between £558,000 and £682,000. 

 
So far, I have not found any photos of the College Road house with the possible exception of this one which 
I guess was taken to show the garden. The house is to the right with College Road straight ahead. The 
alleyway and what is now The Parkside School are to the left. 

https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6272881,1.2710448,3a,75y,258.61h,88.26t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sa2TqcvU0z9pPVhhQRLrplA!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6272881,1.2710448,3a,75y,258.61h,88.26t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sa2TqcvU0z9pPVhhQRLrplA!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6273289,1.2707001,3a,75y,163.36h,88.85t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s6NL2PC84vYdJnNQXb3IVzg!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
http://www.parkside.norfolk.sch.uk/
https://www.zoopla.co.uk/house-prices/hellesdon/middletons-lane/?pn=15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Triangle_(Norwich)
https://www.zoopla.co.uk/house-prices/norwich/college-road/?pn=21


5 
 

  

Photograph of the front of 192 
College Road taken in August 2022 
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Photographs of 192 College Road also taken 
in August 2022 
Left – the path leading to the “front” door at 
the side of the house. It also shows the blue 
bin and scaffolding for work being carried out 
at the time. This photograph is essentially the 
reverse of the one taken in the 1970s, i.e. the 
earlier one was taken from approximately 
where the blue bin is pointing in the other 
direction. 
Below – current garage for 192 College Road. 
I believe this was used as a shed when we 
lived there and there was a garage attached 
to the house 
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Once we had moved to College Road, grandma and grandad, as they had done before, helped mum 
and us settle in. On 19 October 1973, grandad noted that mum picked him and grandma up and took 
them to ours to do “odd jobs”. They were there from 9am to 6pm. A few days later, grandma came 
again. This time, she got a lift with David Johnson. Mum also took friends and family to see the new 
house, for example, Auntie Bertha in August 1974. 
 
In the same way as when we moved to Waverley Road, it seems the old house11 had not sold at the 
same time as we bought the new one. It appears that the intention may have been to buy and sell the 
two houses at the same time. But, in September 1973, grandad noted that the man who had wanted 
to buy the house in Waverley Road had “cried off” as he could not sell his own. I am not sure if much 
work was done at the Waverley Road house between when we moved out and when it was sold. 
However, grandad noted going there, in December 1973, with Ron and Caroline Douglas to collect a 
roller and old motor mower. Grandad noted that Ron also brought an old trunk and a rope ladder12. I 
assume this was a final clear out before the house was sold.  
 
During this entire period, grandma and grandad continued to live in their house in Drayton.13 Grandad 
noted various pieces of work that were carried out on their house in the early seventies. In January 
1970, a plumber came and fixed two gas points for them14 for the secondhand fires they had got from 
mum when we had central heating installed.  
 
One of the biggest pieces of work during this period was 
converting15 grandma and grandad’s  gas appliances so 
they could operate on North Sea or natural gas, rather 
than from “town gas” which had been produced by 
burning coal.16 In July 1972, grandad noted that a man 
called to see about bringing them North Sea gas. He told 
them the conversion would take place in November 
1972.  

 
In September 1972, 
the gas man came to 
fix an addition to their 
meter for North Sea 
gas. Later that same 
month, a man came 
from Eastern Gas 
Board to see about 
their gas fittings with 
respect to North Sea gas. At the beginning of November 1972, as 
promised, the gas plumber came and fixed their fires in the hall and 
lounge, and the gas cooker, so they were ready for North Sea gas. 
But, the conversion work dragged on over the next couple of 
months.  
 

 
11 This time the one in Waverley Road.  
12 I think this was probably the rope ladder we had used to get into the loft of the garage(s) at the bottom of the garden. 
13 See Chapters 76 and 91. In October 1972, grandad noted that it was nine years since they left Kirkby. On the same day in 1974, grandad 
noted that it was 11 years since they left Kirkby. 
14 Grandad noted that the cost of this was £6.  
15 These conversions constituted a major programme in the late 1960s/early 1970s that some consider could be a model for the kind of 
energy transition we need now. Others recollect their own experiences of switching to North Sea gas. Information materials about the 
conversion tended to refer to “high speed gas”. 
16 Some details of how this was done are contained in the booklet “This Made a New World”. 

My recollections 
 
I recall the switch from “town” to natural 
gas. However, my memories relate not to 
home but the science labs at school where 
I believe all the Bunsen burners had to be 
changed. My recollection of the reason for 
this was that “town” and natural gas 
burned at different speeds so if the wrong 
burner was used the flame might be at 
some distance from the burner. This could 
be well-demonstrated by setting fire to the 
gas taps directly! If this was done, the 
flame would be at some distance from the 
tap. Of course, despite injunctions not to 
do this because of the dangers, we often 
did!! I don’t think we were alone in doing 
this. 
 

 The booklet “This Made a New World” which explains how producing 
gas from coal changed the world. 

https://drewfamily.uk/76-moving-to-norwich/
https://drewfamily.uk/91-work-school-and-houses/
https://www.resilience.org/stories/2020-03-10/share-the-great-switch-lessons-from-when-14-million-homes-and-businesses-changed-fuel-in-less-than-a-decade/
https://robskinner.net/2021/10/07/fifty-years-on-converting-to-north-sea-gas/
https://gas.retropia.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/80s_kidz/status/788836492026212352?lang=en-GB
https://twitter.com/80s_kidz/status/788836492026212352?lang=en-GB
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Article from “Which” in May 1968 on the topic of 
North Sea gas. It covered the issues of conversion 
and likely effect on prices. It included the results 
of a survey of early conversion experience from 
Burton-on-Trent. 
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Various forms of advertising 
for “high speed gas” including: 
Top left – promotional playing 
cards 
Above – advert from a folder 
which emphasised that gas 
provided warmth without the 
work needed with coal 
Left – using the tennis 
tournament at Wimbledon to 
advertise and promote gas 
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In early December 1972, the Gas Board began converting them to North Sea gas. However, the 
conversion kit for the water heater had not come and they had to wait for it. So, the only things they 
could convert were the gas rings. Grandad noted that as they had not been converted to North Sea 
gas they were not allowed to have them full on.17 The next day, the gas fitter came and got the central 
heating going and also the convector fires. But, the latter could not be used until they had some 
asbestos fitted underneath. They expected the gas fitter again the next day but he did not turn up. He 
did come the following day and connected the cooker about 4pm. He came again the day after that 
and got the fire and water heater going. This meant the conversion was finished but the Gas Board 
still had to fit some asbestos. The next day, grandad noted that he cleared up some pipes that had 
been left by the fitter of the conversion firm. A week later, men from the gas board brought a sheet 
of asbestos that was 8 feet by 4 feet for the central heating doors and convector fires. The next day, 
the gas board fitter brought two pieces of asbestos for gas convector fires.  
 
The work continued into 1973. In early January, the gas man called about the fire. Two weeks later, in 
January 1973, men came from the Gas Board and fixed the asbestos on the central heating doors. 
Three days after that, a Mr Robinson came from the Gas Board to see about the kitchen fire. Grandma 
and grandad agreed to have one subject to “the boss” in Norwich agreeing to its installation. But, at 
the end of January, grandma went to the Gas showrooms18 in Norwich and ordered a fire for the 
kitchen. Grandad noted that someone from the Gas showrooms would come to see if the fire was 
suitable for their kitchen. He came on the 30th but decided that the one they had ordered was not 
suitable. He said they had to have one with an outlet going through the wall.19 In February 1973, a 
man came from the Gas Board and fitted the gas fire in the kitchen. Just over a week later, grandad 
made the cover for the gas meter higher as the Gas Board had put a gadget on the top.  
 
In October 1974, grandad noted that the Gas Board connected gas to Barbara Carpenter’s house, next 
door to them at 164 Drayton High Road.  
 
Grandad also noted various pieces of maintenance work carried out in relation to the house. This 
included an annual service of the water heater and central heating which was carried out between 
February and April each year. In September 1970, grandad noted that Mr Walpole20 quoted him a 
price of £30 to paint the front and both sides of the bungalow but not the back. He started doing the 
painting towards the end of the following month. In January 1974, Mr Claxton21 came round to discuss 
decorating. This work, which was on grandma and grandad’s lounge, was done in February which 
coincided with when grandad came out of hospital.22  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
17 I confess that I did not fully understand what this meant but I think it means that although the rings had been converted to be used with 
North Sea gas, the supply at this point was still “town gas”. It seems that the converted rings did work with “town gas” but they could not 
be used “full on”. However, a different explanation seems to be given in the “Which” article. Work on the cooker was done in two stages 
with the burners partially converted on day 1 and the cooker fully converted on day 3.  
18 See Chapter 84. 
19 I don’t know if this was genuinely the case or was more a marketing ploy. He quoted a price of £36.15 if they traded their old fire in and 
had the new one fitted. The full price would have been £48.25. In February 1973, the gas man called. Grandad signed to have the Gold Star 
Tariff which cost £5.77 (although I am not sure over what this period this was). The price per therm was 6.825p which grandad noted was 
approximately one shilling 4½d in old money. By way of comparison, gas prices over the last year have been between £2 and £6 per 
therm!   
20 I have found detailed of a builder called R C Walpole in the 1967 Kelly’s Directory and the 1971/2 Tradefinder. He was based at 74 St 
Giles’ Street which is now Hales Court House and is used as offices. 
21 I have not yet found details of him. 
22 See Chapter 100. The work was completed by 11 February 1974. Mr Claxton called with his bill which grandad noted was for £38.41. He 
also noted that they were satisfied with the work. 

https://www.erce.energy/graph/uk-natural-gas-nbp-spot-price/
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6293022,1.2867721,3a,75y,176.37h,100.78t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sDc01PCOXgAzPdkLtic866Q!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6293022,1.2867721,3a,75y,176.37h,100.78t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sDc01PCOXgAzPdkLtic866Q!2e0!7i16384!8i8192
https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/5124404
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Also, sometimes things needed repairing. In December 1971, 
grandad contacted Brown and Payne23 concerning their central 
heating as the clock went off the previous day. Someone called and 
fixed the problem. A fuse had blown. Grandad noted that the man 
was there about 15 minutes and it cost £1.75.24 In May 1973, 
grandad noted that the fluorescent tube in the lounge went 
“wonky”.25 Two days later, Mr Edwards26, an electrician, came and 
installed a new tube.27 In November 1973, grandad noted that men 
came to make the telephone work as it had failed the previous 
Saturday.  
 
Grandad also noted paying various bills for their house. These 
included rates28 29, water rates30, gas31 and electricity32. In July 
1973, grandad phoned the Gas Board as he was concerned that 
they had not had a bill that year. Two months later, grandma went 
to the gas showrooms in Norwich as they had still not had a bill. 
Less than a week later, grandma paid the gas bill from December 
1972 to July 1973. They paid £58.55. In November 1973, grandma 
paid a further gas bill of £11.92. 
 

Some of grandma and grandad’s neighbours also did work on their houses during this period. For 
example, Ken Bell lived at 162 Drayton High Road, next-door-but-one to grandma and grandad. He 
tarmacked his drive in November 1970. I think he also built an extension as, in April 1974, grandad 
went to see it which he described as to the chalet kitchen etc. That same month, grandad noted that 
Ken was building a veranda and that David (his son) was helping him. He noted they did not work on 
Sunday. In May and June 1974, I think he went to see the work that had been done but, in May, he 
described it as seeing Irene’s new lounge etc. and, in June, as seeing the new sun lounge at 162.  
 
In November 1971, grandma, grandad, Tom and Amy went to see the house Ken Bell was building in 
Bracon Ash.33 In September 1972, grandad noted that Robin Harrison moved to a flat in Poringland.34  
 

 
23 According to the 1967 Kelly’s Directory, Brown and Payne were electrical engineers at 15 and 17A Bedford Street. These premises are 
now occupied by Premier Travel. Brown and Payne also have entries in Kelly’s Tradefinder for 1970-71 and 1971-72. They still seem to be 
in operation based at 142 Pedham Road Hemblington. In the late eighties/early nineties, they appear to have been based at 1 Fishmarket, 
Mountergate and there was a fire at their premises in April 1991.  
24 He does not explicitly say that he thought this was a lot but that implication is there.  
25 I assume this was the circular fluorescent tube they had in their lounge (see Chapter 93).  
26 I am not sure who this was.  
27 This cost £3.50 including £2.35 for the tube. 
28 These were a property tax which operated from the 17th century to 1990 when they were replaced by the community charge or “poll 
tax” which was itself replaced by council tax in 1993.  
29 Sometimes, grandad paid the rates himself. For example, in June 1970, he went to Hellesdon to pay the rates for six months. In 
November 1973, grandma and grandad received a notice from St Faith’s and Aylsham RDC that they would receive a discount of £16.58 on 
their rates as they were on low income. This meant that instead of paying £30.12 they paid £13.54. Later that month, Miss Cooke paid 
their rates for them. In June 1974, grandad noted that he had the rates. 
30 Sometimes grandma went into Norwich to make these payments, for example, in April 1971.  
31 In April 1971, grandma went into Norwich and paid for the gas service for the heater and water. In September 1972, grandma paid their 
gas bill in Norwich. This cost £16.79. Grandad noted that they had their gas meter read on 24 July 1974. 
32 In June 1972, grandma went into Norwich to pay the electricity bill. She did this again in June 1974. 
33 I am not sure if Ken Bell was involved in the building trade but I suspect he must have been as previously he had been building 
bungalows in Blofield (see Chapter 91). 
34 See Chapter 99. 

 
List of electrical engineers in 
Norwich from the 1971-2 Kelly’s 
Tradefinder 

https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6297377,1.2945166,3a,75y,16.43h,98.04t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sOjb_cOTj2ra2A8NeKsZeWQ!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.premier-travel.co.uk/
http://brownandpayne.co.uk/contact-us.php
https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6565785,1.4515381,3a,90y,109.98h,76.77t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sajZItMXlr934SkQ95xKouA!2e0!7i13312!8i6656
https://www.localrecall.co.uk/search/9002095
https://drewfamily.uk/93-items-purchased/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rates_in_the_United_Kingdom#:%7E:text=Rates%20were%20abolished%20in%20Scotland,as%20in%20England%20and%20Wales.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_Tax
https://drewfamily.uk/91-work-school-and-houses/
https://drewfamily.uk/99-mum-and-dad-split-up/
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During this period, grandma and grandad still owned one house in Victoria Road in Kirkby.35 When 
grandma got back from a trip to Kirkby on 8 November 1970, grandad noted that she brought money 
that Florrie Booth had been given by Mrs Leach for rent to the end of October.  
 
There were also some issues concerning 164 Diamond Avenue in Kirkby.36 In January 1973, dad called 
round to discuss sending another letter concerning that house. A week later, dad called round again 
to discuss a letter that had come from Kirkby concerning 19437 Diamond Avenue. Two days after that, 
grandad noted that he had received a letter from Spence Son Haige38 lawyers concerning J W Smith 
asking him to return the conveyance which grandad decided he could not as he did not agree with it.39  

 
35 This was number 158. Grandad had previously sold two others (see Chapters 70 and 76). 
36 I think this was one of three houses that the Parkins owned and lived in on Diamond Avenue. I think they were built from 1915 and were 
originally numbered 158-162 Diamond Avenue (see Chapter 3). I think grandad and other family members moved into these houses in 
1925. In 1925, grandad and his parents were living in number 158, Arthur and Eva at 160 and John and Olive at 162. The original 
numbering reflected that there was an unnumbered house called the Gables which later was numbered meaning the Parkins’ houses 
became 160-164 (see Chapter 24). When grandma and grandad married in 1930, they lived at 158 Diamond Avenue. They lived there until 
they moved in with grandma’s parents in 1931 when grandma was unwell. From 1932, they lived behind the shop in Station Street.    
37 I wonder if this number was recorded correctly and if this also referred to 164. 
38 I have not found any details of a firm of lawyers by this name.  
39 I am not sure entirely what he disagreed with or what the implications of this were.  

https://drewfamily.uk/70-houses/
https://drewfamily.uk/76-moving-to-norwich/
https://drewfamily.uk/first-world-war-living-in-kirkby/
https://drewfamily.uk/24-homes/

